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:afforded by even the mainland portion of the es-
tate; it was sufficicntly extensive te allow cf por-
rtions being devoted te abseluto seclusion, for those
-birds whkch are naturally disposed te avoid the
-haunte cf man. IlTwo thirds cf the lake, with its
àéjacent wood and ýpasture land, were kept free
from ill intrusion whatever for six successive
menthe every year; even visitera at the bouse, cf
*whatever rank, being ' warned off' those portions
eet apart for natural bistory purposes. Even the
mnarsh occupiod by the borons wae ferbidden
ground Lhrougbout the whele breediug season,
-unless in -case cf accident te a young heron by
falling from its neet; lu which case aid was
afforded witb ail the promptitude exhibited by the
fire-escape conductors for thse safety of human life."

The..surroundinge of Lhe mansion itef wero
quaint and exceptienal, exhibiting the eccentrie
oharacter of their preprietor. Iteni a magnificent
-sun dial-constructed, bowever, by a common
*nmason in the neighbcrhood-composed cf twenty
individual dials, ton cf wbich, whenever thse suni
-ahane, and wbatever its altitude, were faithful
4imekeepers. On these dials were -engraved the
:mnmes cf cities in ail parts of the globe, placed in
accordance with their difforent degrees cf longi-
tude, se that thse solar ime cf each could be
aimnultaneouely ascertained. Near this sun dial
,was a subtorraneous passage leading te two boat
b-ouses, entirely concoaled under the island, fur-
.nished witb arched rooté lined with zinc plate, and
ýarranigements for slinging the honte eut cf water
when thoy required painting or repair.

Four sycamores 'with rcestiug branches-for pea-
lions, a nd a fifth, whose deeayed trunk was always
occupied by jnckdaws, screened the bouse from the
nortb winds. 43bose o teb cnet iron bridge was a
zuin, on thse top cf whose gable, at the foot of
.a stone cross twonty-four foot above the lake, a
wild duck built bier neat, and batchod bier young
for years. A great yew fonce enelosed this ruiu
on ene side, se that within its barrier birds might
find a soure, place for building their neste and
incubation. For the special encouragement and
ýprotection cf the starling and jackdaw, there was
erected ivithin this fonce a thirteen foot bigis atone
and mortutr bult tower, pierced with* about sîxty
nosting berthe. To each bertb, there was an aper-
-turcocf about five inches square. A few, near the
top, were set apnrt fer the jackdaw and the white
owl. 'The *remaining number were each supplied
aL the outrance with a square loose atone, having
eone cf its inferior angles eut away, se that the
starling cold enter, but the jackdaw and ewl
were exciudod. The landlord cf these convenient
.tenemonte cnly resorved te hinself the privilege
cf inspection, which hoe could aIwiLYs effec by re-
mcving the loose stene.

The lake had an artîficial underground eluice,
ýwhiob ieeuing eut at a littie distance inte sight,
furniehed the means cf cultivatîng a knowledge
of the utysterieus habits cf the water rat; this
etream thon passed through one of the levelieqt
grottos in Engiand. Near -this place wore two
pheasantries, the central portion cf each consisting
,of a clump cf yew trees, wbile tb. wbole mass
w&8 surrounded by an impenetrable belly fonce ;
the stable yard wns net far off; and bence the
squire Lail infinite opportanities of estnblishing

tbe important fact, s he considered -it, that the
game cook always claps bis winge and, crowe,
whereae the oock pheasant always crows and'clape
hie wings. Mr. Waterton'e interest in natural
history was, however, by no mndans conflned to the
animal creation. le coneerned himeoif greatly
with the culture of trees (though by no means of
land), and bailed any lusus naturoe that oconrred

lahi grounds as other men welcome the birth of
a son and beir. IVaiton Hall bad at one time its
own corn miii, and whemL that inconvenient
necesaity ne longer existed, the milistone was laid
by, and florgotton. The diametor of .this circular
atone meaeured five foot and a-b aif, wbile its depth
averaged seven inches tbroughout, and its central
hole had a diameter of eleven inches. By more
accident, some bird or squirrel bad dropped the
fruit of the filbert tree througb thie bole te the
earth, and in 1812 the seedling was seen rising up
through that unwouted cbannel. As its trunk
gradually grew througb this aperture and increas-
ed, its power te raise the ponderous mass of atone
was 8peculated upon by many. Would the ilbert
tree die iu the attempt? Would it burst the mill-
stone? Or weuld iL lift it? lu the end, thb«. little
filbert tree lifted the milletone, and in 1863 wore it
like a crinoline about iLs Lrunk, and Mr. Waterton
useci te ait upon it uinder the branching ahade.
This extraordinary combination it wa8 Lhe great
naturalist's humer te liken te John Bull and the
national debt.

In no tro. fancier's grounds were there evor one
tontb cf tbo hellow trunke whichi were to be found
at Waltcn Hall; the fact being, that the owner
encouragod and foetered decay for the sakeocf his
birda' paradise. These trees wero protected by
artificial roofs in order te keep their bollows dry,
and fitted thus for the roception cf any feather-
od couple îuclined te marry and seule. loles
were aise pierced in the stome, te atfuord ingres
and egress; and one re4liy would scarcely Lie
surprised if they Lad been fur-nished.with belle for
"lservante"1 and "lvisitors." In an a8b Lree trunk
thus artificially prepar<l, and set apart for ewls
(the squire'e f averite bird), an ox-oyed titmouse
took the liberty of .nestiug, hatching and maturing
bier young. Mr. WVatertcn attached a door, hung
on hinges, te exactiy fit the opening in the trunk,
baving a luole in its inferior portion for the passage
of the titmoese. The aquiro would daily visit bis
littie tenant, and oponing: the door, delicately drew
bis baud over the baek of thse sitting bird, as
thougli te assure it of bis protection. But un-
fortunately, after the bird had fiown, ene year, a
squirrel teck possession et' this eligible tenement,
and althoug evr vestige of the lining of iLs
nest was carefuiiy roroved, Do titmouse or any
other bird ever occupied it again.>

In May, 1862, the squire pointed eut te the
author no lesa than three bird's neses in one cavity
-a jackdaw's with five eggs,- a barn owPs with
tbree .ycung cnes, close te wbich lay several dead
mnico and a fiaif grown rat, as in a larder; and,
eighLoen inches aboya tbe owl'a nest, a redstart'a
containing six egge!1 Our autbor deduces from
this circumetance, tliat in an unreclaimed state,
birds, aithough of different species, are net dis9-
posed te quarrel; and the fact that near this
"happy ftimily" a ýpiir of water hiens hatched


