
failure to keep up in first-class efficiency the fire depart-
ment and what other means they had for fire protection."
The experience of New Westminster should be a suffi-
cient warning to municipalities not to set in the
scale the saving of a small yearly expenditure against
the safety of millions of dollars worth of property. Any
reasonable expenditure its warranted for the mainten-
ance of an efficient fire department, more particularly in
new centres of population, where wood construction
chiefly prevails. We trust the time is not far distant
when fire-proof materials will be employed to a much
greater extent than at present. Should this occur, a
less expenditure would perhaps be required for lire pro-
tective equipment.

THE annual Convention of the Province
The PQ.A.A. of Quebec Association of Architects,

held at Quebec on September 23 rd,
was devoid of special interest, and was not largely
attended. The most iYmportant matter with which the
Association is called upon to deal, is if possible to
enforce compliance with the Quebec Architects' Act,
which provides that no person shall practice architec-
ture in the province who is not registered under the Act
as a member of the Association. The report of the
Council states that the Association have experienced
difficulty in securing the necessary legal proofs to
enable them to proceed against off'enders, and in deal-
ing with this matter are being guided by the advice of
legal counsel. We believe the Council to be fully
cognizant of the important bearing of this question
upon the future welfare of the Association, and that it
will receive at their hands the most creful considera-
tion. It is a vital point, and we trust means will
be found to guard it. The officers for the ensuing
year have been wisely chosen. Under their direction
the Association will doubtless maintain its progressive-
ness and widen its field of usefulness. It was sug-
gested by Prof. Capper that the Association might
profitably undertake the publication of a volume to

hal per cent. respectively. The judge el
ed of the plaintiff if there was any legal tariff of ch
of fees for an architect's services, and was answe
the negative. He then asked on what groul
plaintiff expected to be paid a higher fee than
architects had stated they were accustomle
receive. The plaintiff, seeing that the case wOl
against him, took advantage of an opportuniity
presented itself and secured a settlement Out Of
under which the defendant paid a larger amount ir:
expenses than the plaintiff would have been will
accept in full settlement for his services, while the
tect got nothing. It is to be regretted that arc
should-be found willing to go into court and gi%
dence prejudicial to the interests and rights of a
ber of the profession. The evidence given in thi
was calculated to lower the standard of fees enc
by the Ontario Association of Architects and othe
fessional bodies-and there is the possibility
the probability that the gentlemen who per
themselves to be placed on record with regard
value of an architect's services may some da
themselves in the unpleasant predicament of beinl
fronted in the courts by their own testimony and
to accept their own verdict.

The accident at the Coliseum bu
Defcttior- in Chicago, on the 28th of Ai

when twelve steel arch trusses e
to support the roof collapsed, causing injury and
to a number of the workmen, emphasizes the .ne
for the exercise of exact knowledge and much c
large constructions such as are common in the p
day. Many architects lack the knowledge of strail
stresses which is so requisite a factor in safe bui
The disposition is too prevalent to depend upon p
calculations in hand-books. Much of this dat

The


