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once. You, at Basse-Terre, andi I at
Fort de France. Cepioni drives mie over,
and stables the horses at Reynolds tili ali
is safe foi- imi to retuirn,' camne the
stul)borfl aniswcr. Yet to evade bis be-
seeching- eye, Ainice fell on hier knees,
and fevorisl I y rcconimenced 1)acking.

\\r'iotught beyond self-control in speech,
Lacroix silcntlv lcft thc room.

Aýiicc sprang- to bier feet, and fol-
luwed imii foi- a te\V stops as lic quiclcly
passcd clown the passage to the outer
cour-t. Ulroin lier- face, fragrant in beauty
as a Ilowcr, the obstinaey fled, and inde-
cision anid emiotion took its place. Mark-
ing hie wouild flot tuirn rouind, she made
as if to recail ii: but with a sirtug oi
contenmpt at lierseif shie xitldrew\, inito
Lil c ron»Il agyain.

'l'ie niext inoiii1eiit wvheu another series
()f treien(ouis exlosions, resoundincr
likc tie first cracks of the Day of Doom,
lmrst dowi fromi Slount Pelee's seething
top). shce slîuddered and wondercd if God
ai eternial l)tnisliimoflt reaily existed!
And for thc first time the conjecture came
t, bcri--wh icbl man of the two loved hier
for better for worse. But recollections
ut Sult'rcu's burnîng words, lus xrelie-
menclt prlotestationis andl ardent pursuit of
hci- scorchiec iher \vya(heart. W,ýith
a chokiiug ci-y shie franticaliy bcgan to
p)ack aesnatching tbc fiiniy fabrics
fruuî hier paic-stricken rna:id, -and crush-
îngo theni I)ell-lnoll iiîto the trunlks andi
ctr"essiulg cascs.

AsLacroix drovc at full speed towards
i>CT lie was botosscd \\îth qualins for

the safcty of bis wife and doubts as to
bis conduet iii the mnatter. Yet \what of
*Jcari , biis beloveci brother, who in vent-
turing ail b1 is money in and giving his
business cal)acities to tbe management of
the Martinique ostate hiad establisboed
tellaii-s' for-tunes. Fuilly andi sympa-
Llietically hiad lie also carried out the
.Engolish education of Bellairs as clesîred
bv the dclvîng st0)-niothor. Jean ? jean,
wluo hiad hutrriod to is sicle when yellow
fever biad stricken Iiii clown ! jean \NTho

11a.d out of hlis ownv small fortune re-
dlccmed the later iiiortg*ages resulting on
Aimiee's spendthrift ways ! jean, xvbo
biniseif was now lyingo sick- unto cleath
with the rapaciaus *mortgagees foreclos-

ing on bis plantation at Sta. Mlarie, Gua-
dci otipe.

jecan or Ainiee-whonu xas lie to
servce.

1-ici xvo liad of liei- own accor-d lived
bier life totaliy al)art fron bier hutsband;
or Iimii Nho iiad eveî- venturcd, life and
fortune i11 bis wcifare ? Ah, if Ainiof
\vould but love hlmii-for Bellairs could
flot bliuk bis oye to the truth-he told
iiiscif evci-yt bing wouild I)e so diffïcî-ent.

l-lwevî-,tbe road to Fort de France,
rouind the foot of Lcs Pitons (les Car-bet '
\vas cer-tain to be safo, the oartliquakes
liavingo boon for tbc miost in the localîtv
of SiMount ['dcc and tovai-ds Cai-bet and
P~ierre. lu tbe biauds of Cepion and the
otiier two men servants, sbc wouild be
whol]y out of danger. ]But, Nvhat of bier
stayxing at SIameLestocques?

a suidden, sull)litiric filmes sioo
in- clown tlie valley imi)iingc(l ag-ainst
Lacroix's nosti-ils. At ovci-y inha,,,lationi it
stung, themn painftully, aiRilio aNvokc to
rcaiizo the desolation ab)out liini. In ap-
prelieiusioîi Lacroix looked, over bis
shioulder at ['elee's summiiiit. A faint
ruidclv glare wxas sufftusino- the clusky
centre of the cloucs-the reflection of
an awful abyss of firo. A subtorraneous
gYroanîniig vibrateci thiree tinies, to die
ziwax- in waves of fluctuating thuinder.
CompIIressingý,, lils lil)5. Lacroix ei-eti-
cally lasiieci bis galioping, horse. At
sigbit of sonie fugitives out of Pierre
ruiiiigt, ovcr thoe fieldis towarcls Carbet,
douibts more laceratincg thian ove r assa ,iileci
Iimii , wxas it rioglit of imii to leave Aime(-
on lier own -sourccs ? Under tho otitl\--
in.g liecits of IMouint Pelee, that mori--
ilig stil i nestled the seaport of Pierre,
Franico's wvel l-known entrepot in the
WVest Indies. Its wbîtewasbied bouses in-
terspaced with -,rotips of wvild taniaî-ind,
coeoa-ntit and palîi : the white cuipola of
tbo Cathiecral ; tho steeles of the
chu rebhes, the reci-roofeci hospital, and
miasts and outiines of the vessels along-
side the xvbarvcs ; its quaint rnarot--
place; its shaclv littbe stroots wlicre folk
cliscuisseci matters leisuirely over their ver-
nîouthis or absinthes or coff-ee and lique-
uirs, where negi-oes witbi their pantomiimie
gestures and clamant 1-igger-French
thronged arouinc, andci eat niegresses
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