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fore, not affected by their entering the Cabinet. The other
fifteen Miîsters wiil have te submit themselves to the
electors of the ridings they represent or wish ta represent.

PrvIous MinIatfl.

The names of the Ministeies since Confedieration, and
the length of their existence are as follows:-

i-Right Honorable Sir J. A. Macdonald, Premier. From
july ist, z867, te November 6th, 1873 (6 years, 96 days).

z-Honorable A. Mackenzie, Premier. From November
7th, z873, te October i6th, 1879 (5 years, 312 days).

3-Right Honorable Sir J. A. Macdonald, Premier. From
October î7th, t879, to June 6th, 189z (i years, 229 days).

4-H1onorable Sir J, J. C. Abbott, Premier. From June
16th, r8gî, to December 5th, 1892 (1 year, 7'x days>.

s--Honorable Sir J. Thompsan, Premier. From Decem-
ber 5th, z892, tu December i2th, 1894 (2 years, 7 days).

6-Honorable Sir M. Bowell, Premier. From December
21St, 1894, te April 27th, 1896 (1 year, 127 days).

7'-Honorable Sir C. Tupper, B3art., Premier. From
May ist, 1806, to July 8th, z896 (6ç) days).

8-Right Honorable Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Premier. Frein
July iith, 1896, te Octeber 3rd, i911 (xS years, 77 days).

9-Honorable R. L. Borden, Premier, October 6, igîx.

BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Taxation Commiîsslon Near Protests-High Tax on
Luinber Docs Net' Permit of Conservatiou-The

Companles Act Condemned.

(Staff Correspondence.)
Vancouver, October 7th.

Representatives of investors have flgured largely ameng
the witnesses whn have appeared before the Taxation Com-
mission te protesqt against existing forîns of taxation. Apart
froin the poll-tax, ail ether protests conie frein those inter-
ested in saine way in the developinent of the country. Rt is
pointed out te the commission that if taxation were more
equable, net only would natural resources be conserved, but
manufactu ring would be encouraged and greater industrial
activity would result.

Messrs. E. J. Palmer, manager of the Victoria Luinber
Manlufactiirinig Company. the naine under wbich the Weyer..
hauser-Huxnbird interests operate at Chem>ainus, Vancouver
Island, and Mr'. A. D. McRae, of the Canadian Western
Lumber Company, argued for the reduction of the tax on
timber limits. Rt is twe per cent. of haîf the value of the
stumpage, arnd Mr. Palmer suiggested that it shouid be
threc-fourths of one per cent. of the full value ef the stump-
age, whiie Mr. McRae was of the opinion that it should he
ene-haif of one per cent. Mr. Palmer cortended that the
existing rate waq radically wrong and tended te hasten the
depletion of the limits, for a high tax made it essential that
the lurnbermen get their timber to market as soon as pas-.
sible, allewing no opportunitv for conservation. Hle suggest-
cd a lire protection systein of limits;, similar te that followed
in Idaho, the rost of whirh wvaq borne jointly by owners and
the governiment. Becanse of the prohibition of exrort of
telegraph poles, a ready miarket for which existed1 in Cali-
fernia and Sourth America, sili timber was left in the
woods, and this lbecame an added menace during the foriest
fire period.
Taxation on Debentures ShouId b. AbùlIehekd.

Mr. McRae maices frequent trips te Great Britain and
having successfully financeci several companies there is
familiar with the requireinents of the market. He said that
lumber was doublv taxed inasmuch as there was an ad-
ditienal tax et $2 per thousand feet of merchantable
timber ten ensure the manufacture ef the timober
in titis province. 0f this. 8î.oo was returned where the law
was complied with, but there was difficuitv in getting foreign
investors te understand the reason and the procedure.

Mr. F. W. Hartley, manager of the Royal Trust Coin-
pany, suggested the abolition of taxation on debentures of
ail lcinds as a means te further attract foreîgn. capital. He
said wb.en interest on foreigin capital invested here is remit-
ted te the lernders through local agents an assessinent is
placed upon te remittance. This militates against the local
agent and ini faver of the transaction of business outside
city finan*cial circles, for there is ne assessinent when remit-
tance is mnade direct fram the borrower to the lender.

Resolutions passed by the Vancouver board et trade
were presented by the president, Mr. A. G. McCandless.
These nronosed the abolition of the i>ersonai nronertv tax:
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the assessinent of the inceme tax on net incarne only, and
the exemption frein inconie tax far the flrst two years ot
operating te ail factories estabiished te manufacture articles
which at the time ef starting are net manufactured in tis,
province. Mr. McCanadiess expressed the hope that a Com-
mission would be appointed te investigate the price of ceal
which was so high as te be eut Of ail reason.

Tho18 Companles' Aot Cond.mnaed.
The Companies' Act, ebjected te by various bodies on

previeus occasions, came in for a general sécring from sev-
erai witnesses representing brokers and manufacturers>
agents. Rt was contended that the present method of taxa-
tien was in restraint ef trade and scitemes were resorted to,
te legally evade the act. In the case of brokers, it was sug-
gested that a sinailer registration fee and an annual tee
would bie much better than the present exorbitant charges.
The ideal method, in the opinion of Mr. Robert Robertson,
wonld be a reciprocity ef registration between the provinces
wheroby ail but the registration fee weuld be abelished.
Another witness stated that he had lest the business of threc
British cempanies, since they refused te pay the charges re-
quired by the act.

In givîng his evidence, Mr. Palmer muade mention of the
test made 'by a Norwegian expert for by-products tram tirat-
ber refuse. Two cards et mill tailings were taken froni
the Chemainus plant, go per cent. of which was fir and the
rest cedar and hemiock, and alcohol and other by-preducts
were recevered to the vaine Of $27.80 per cord. At different
turnes, the establishmnent ef a plant ta, recover by-preducts
frein mii refuse has been moeted, but none seem te develop
te the stage of activlty. The -object of sawmili operators is
te cut the lumber and clear theinselves, and littie attention
is paid te any aide-line. Rt was hinted that the high rate of
taxation is mainly responsible for this. There is p]enty af
raw material for any recovery plant, and it inay be had ai
ne cost from any large miii, which at present maintains a
huge burner for its censumptien. Timuber, tee, is getting
much more valuable. A weil-known timuber cruiser tolci The
Monetary Turnes this week that it ils surprising haw th(
sinaller trees are being takeni inte acceunt when cruising
limits. Turne was, and net 'Long since, when only the largei
growths were looked at, but now trees dewn te eighteer.
inches in diameter were always counted in.

WOOOLOT INSPECTION SY GOVERNMENT.

Rncreasing difficnlty is being found in abtaining an ade
quate supply of hardwood lumber for the industries of Can.
ada. The hardweod tracts et the eastern provinces for 2
long time have net been able te meet the demand, and ir
ig10, 6o per cent. et the hardwead use5d in Canada was ira
ported from the United States. The United States, aithougi
with a maucit larger sujpply ef haxdwead on band ils aise see
ing that the annual censumptien f ar exceeds the annua
growth and that the virgin supply is being rapidly reduced
By practical demenstration it has been preven that wasti
land if planted in young hardwoods wiil prove a profitabli
investinent at the end ef twenty-llve years or more, and wii
impreve the productiveness of the surrounding tarin land. Il
the eastern provinces of Canada and in Ontario, particularly
are large tracts ot such land, covered at present with an un
profitable tree growth, which through being sandy, rocky
or Iow iying, cannot be treated as agricultural lands. Th,
Forestry Brancit of the Departinent of the Interior is takini
a practical interest in the farmers' woodlots of Ontario, il
an effort te make otherwise useless land suppiy hardweo<
lumber te an eager markýet, with profitable retumas te thi
woodlot owner. Parties interested in this matter shenld cor
respond with the Department at Ottawa, which. is alread:
giving practical assistance on important tracts. Forester
wvill bc snpplied by the Departinent te look over tracts e
timbered land, estiniate the quantity of timber. advise as t,
what species te encourage or plant accerding te the localît'
and general conditions, and suggest a general warknig plan
Such scientiflc knowledge, the result of former investiga
tiens, will be of great benefit te, private owners and shoul,
be sought atter at once.
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