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MONTREAL, FRBRUARY 15, 1896.

The lOth Regt. (Royal Cana-
dians) Ientioned inI the

Senate.
In the course of an address ini

auswer to the speech froin the
Tbrone, to the Senate, the Hon.
Mr. Boulton, Lieut.-Col., mnade the
following remarks, in answer spe-
cially to that part of the speech
presaging a more vigorous militia
poiicy.

" The only other subject which I
wish to touch upon is the clause
which appears ini the address re-
ferring to th.- intention to provide
for the better armning of' our niilitia
and the strengtheniing of Caxiadian
defences. We are justly proud of
our Mounted Police and thieir effect-
iveness ini assisting ini the peaceful
settiement of our large territories.
Our small staniding force is steadily
improving in efficiency. A move-
ment is on foot to induce the British
government to establish the (lepot
of the Royal Canadian reginient
raised in Canada some 38 years ago,
that Canadians may have the op-
portunity of joining the Iniperial
service. I hlope it nîay be succcss-
fui. As an old soidier, wiîo ieft
Canada ini 1858 with that regiment,
Ican express my feelings on this

clause of the address more freely
because I thoroughly realize the
importance of arining our nilitia

properly. At present they are arm.-
ed with an obsoiete weapon, and
there is no use keceping up a force
on paper rnerely. The efforts we
have put forth from year to year to
induce the people of Canada to be
more lîberai in their support of the
uîilitia have up to the present been
unsuccessful. Un fortuinateiy, the
condition of the world at the pre-
sent moment affords ample justifica-
tion to the govermunet t 10 ake an
improvemient xiow. I only hope
that they will(10 their tmost ho
put the force on a better footing,
ini recognition of the single-rninded
efforts wbich the metubers of the
force are thenisclves niaking to iim-
prove the efficiency of the service
and niake it an honlotir 1 the
country."

Wbat explosive shail we use with
our iuew smiall bore rifles is a
inomentous question. Rurnours
corne to us froinail sources that
cordite, which is now used by the
Euglislî arrny, bas ali manner of
defects. How true they are, cx-
perience ouly can tell but sure it is
that the Governinent miust take
them iuîtto account and tlîoroughly
investigate them before counnmittiîig
themnselves to its use..

We append a squib clipped fromn
an £i1glisb journal, wbich is a
sanîpie of many which are publisi-
ed in ailthe service papers.

«Is cordite, or is it not, a
thoroughly reliable satisfactory ex-
plosive? Not s0 long ago we were
assured that the powder liad with-
stood extrenue lieat aiid cold with-
out deteriorating iii the lcast ; yet
now cornes a report frorn India to

ithe opposite effect. When kept at
ia high temperatare, sncb as is ixor-

nimalini maîîy parts of InI(ia, it
throws off, it is said, nitrotus fumes,

1which destroy the fulminatiuxg com-
position ini the cap, and render the

rcartridges junocuous. As any such
defectiluthe powder is a (questioni

Lof vital iniportance to us, inost of
bour canipaigns being carried on1
bunder the coniditions of very high

temiperature, the natter ouglit to be
at once illquire(l judo.

Captain J. Sinclair, foriiierly
M. P., for Duinbarton, Scotland,
has been appoiuxted secretary 10 the
Goveruior Geuxeral, vice, Artbur J.
L. Gordon Esq., resiguxed. Capt.
Sinclair foriuuerly servec inu the 5 th
Royal Irish Lanicirs, and duriîxg

the termn of the last Iniperial
Goveriiiient (Liberai party) wvas
assistant private secretary to Sir
Henry Camnpbell Bannierniian, Secre-
tary of State for War.
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"Alas That It Were So."

The Columbus "Despatch" of Tan. -.
reports the piper read before the lyceuin
at Columbus Barracks by Capt. James
M. Burns, î7th Inf., on "l'le Necessity
for Lrîke Coast l)efenses." Capt. Butrnis
referred to the report that England bas on
hand in Canadian ports nierchant ves-
sels of unusual solidity which can be
turned within a few hours into sbîps of
war, guns for their use stored in conven-
ient places, false decks beneatlh which
are tfhe heavy decks and on these real
cteck tracks and other! appliances for
the handling ofguns have been placed.
Capt. Burns said: "Should a war break
out now we should be little better prepar-
ed for defense on the lakes than our foie-
fathers were in 1812. The Canadaîns
have under construction a canal from
Lake Ontario to Georgian Bay, wvhich
will allow their vessels to sali for Chica-
go and Duluth without a single gun to
interrupt their voyage. It is currently
reported and generally believed that a
fleet of small gunboats is constantly kept
in the harbor of Newfounidland for use on
the lakes in case of necessity, and it is a
well.known fact'. that large stores of muni-
tions of war are constantly kept on that
island. In case of war what mîight Eng-
land do? Blockade the motîth of the St.
Lawrence River and send a fleet of gun.
boats up the river to operate on the
lakes, a movement that would be opposed
by our poor old revenue cutter Michigan,
carrying one gun. England tvould also
send an arnwr to protect the Welland
Canal." Capt. Burns here (1uoted froni
two army officers in Canada, whose state-
rnents were to the effect that in case of
war they would take Detroit, as they did
before. They also said "If in case Lord
Salisbury believes war inevitable, lie
wili luli Aiericans into inactivity by pro-
fessed yielding, while be assembles his
ships off the coast of Neuwfoundland;
they will suddenly appear under the cita-
dtel of Qucbec, and on the saine day ail
îniilitary organizations wvîll receive orders.
The Grand Trunk and Canadian l>acific
Railroads, really miilitary lines, will trans-
port these men-there wîlI be 40,000 of
therm in the two provinces-to the Wel-
land Canal, Windsor, Sarnia (opposite
Port H-uron,) and the "Soo" and before
the Anmerîcan nation knows anything a-
bout i. i lie fleet will be bonibai ding Cleve-
land( hle another portion tvill lie off De-
troit and blow it out of existence. Then
the ships will rcdluce Chiicago, Mlilwau-
lce and the other lake culies. Among
t he nsilitary of1 Cai-.ad(a the re is an un-
iiiistak-able lcoking forward to war. w hile
in D)etroit everythîng else, eveis the street
car filt, is forizottet.'-Ariiiy.tad Navy
j ournal, New \'ori.
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'Illin se_oi)re:îîs ifil Ierkslit ltegimeît,
stal iolied ai I alirax , IN. 5., :tt a sieigli-ride
(mi Satmcray, drove liti, uigli H t <.%, v arry-
iîm a 1111îiibter of llags, filenIlargest ôf witicil
waîa ai. ited :sta4tes fiag.


