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li thîs connectioiî I should likze to read ytou an extract f romn
an acldress delivered before th~e Medical Society at Oxford in
1895 by the late rofessor Sir George Humiphry oi Cambridge:

There is to() grcat a, mass of facts lieaped on the nîemnory, and
too littie relection on tlîen, too great a strainiîîg after the prac-
tical atid too littie aspirations for the principles upon whiclh good
practice iiutit be based.. ..... Mfic sciences of physiology
and histologry have becomie, and those of pathology and anatony
arc becoming, more separateci fromn meclicine, delegated to special
teachers and special e-.anîm(iiiers-dloubtless to the advantage andi
widthi of scope of those -sciences and to the greater knowledge
of them, but I fear there is hiereby engendercd a tcndency to take
the studenit too, far afield .. .. .. It is apt to iead too muchi
to nmeanderiing in altitudes, too little to straighit going uipon tcrra.
firmna, too much to l)ri(le and obstrusiveness of supposed ilîihr
knowledge, too littie to reasoing and too littie to powver of
reasoning upon simple data, and too littie to that soit~ of reason-
ing whichi conistitutes tlic basis oif ' commnon senise.' The scieni-
tific and the practical, in short, become too mnuchi separated; wlhat
is needed is a greater regard to that conniection bctween the two
wvhich should be nmaintainecl through, the whN-lole perioci of study."~

SP>ECIALTSIU.

Another tendeîicy in medical eclucation is spccialisni. In sonie
universities thcy arc advocatig allo\ving mii to gyraduate in
special lines, such as ophthalmology, dermiatology, medicine, sur-
gcery, gynecology, etc. This seemis to mie tc' be miost pernicious,
tending to dlevelop, muchi narrowrness anid also to exaggerate the
importance of certain specialties, and the public -%vill suifer accord-
inglv. The " malade imaginaire " will always find lie lias some-
tlîing not exactly riglît, but what, depends upon th-e specialist
lie consuits. Nowadays, even the inost advanced are agreed onl
the importance of acquiring the rudiments and learning the prin-
ciples e,,f medicinie andi surgcry, andl to practise tlim before coni-
mencing the study of any speciaity. I do not say tlîat the study
of specialties sucli. as otology, oplîtlalîîology , gynccologxr, andi
even dernîatologyy should be neglected-on the contrary we
slîould study tlîcm all-but iu tlîeir relation to and bearing on
genieral medicine and surgery, we should have a good working
knowledge of ecdi, but an excess of tinie should not be dcvDoted
to aîîy one. A year or two of liospital wvork, followed by some
experience in general practice, slîould, be managed by any one
wvho w'ishes to becorîe a broad-m-inded specialist. In tlîis way
hie gets a ivider grasp of nîediciîîe, and is less liable afteriyards,
vhîen lie gravitates to a specialty, to run in sucli narrow grooves.
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