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D!FFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS OF SMALLPOX.*

13Y JAMES PrEsaM.I)., WiNN,.,ipEG.
Dominion Health Inspector.

i1f.Chairian and Geit1leiinei,-Up to the tirne of the present
epideiei quite a n-umber of our medical men had neyer seen a
case of srnallpox, even during their college days. The disease
bas been sa rare with us, except in Quebec, that caniparatively f ew
eNrer had ta treat a case. The diagnasis of the disease is not al-
ways an easy matter, even ta thase wvho ha-ve hiad the mast ex-
tended experience. At the first visit, in the earliest stages
of the disease, the rnost expert diagnosticians are aften in doubt;
but a careful scrutiny wvi11 usually clear up the diagnosis, sa that
au intelligent medical man should not be excused, after having
reasanable opportunity, for saying a case wvas Cuban itch, cie-
phant itch, Philippine rash, or any ather unknown and hitherta
unheard of disease. The present epidemie, bas been iii existence
on the Cantinent af North Arnerica siiicc 1897, and bas prevailed
in every State af the Unian, in Canada, and in Mexico.

That the disease is srnaflpox is believe d by 75 per
cent. of the medical men an the cantinent, inciuding the mnost
able, the closcst observers, and those who have had tie greatest
experience in srnallpox. IDr. McCornbie says the difficulties in
the diagnosis rnay be divided into tw'o stages (.i) the diffcill-

*Read at meeting of the Manitoba Southern Medical Association, held, at
Brandoxi, Man., February 26th, 1902.


