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THE LAND WE LIVE IN.

For The Lund We Live In,
Life In Mexico.

THE BILER BIT. .

lu the year 185~ 1 was the happy pos-
sessor of two lorses, that had the reputa-
tion of being among the best, if not the
best in the district ; one was a beautiful
black, not very fleet and rather aged : but
of great powers of endurance, without o
Dlemish, and gentle ahinost a to fault ; the
other, a roan, was almost the antipodes
of the black one, as he was not atall
handsome, but as fleet as a stag, and 1 be-
lieve as untiving ; but with a fearful tem-
per, that was at times dangerous to his
vider; in fuct after ‘1 had become his
awner, at a price that appeared to me rid-
iculously low, I was informed that i had
nearly killed two of his previous vwners,
and the number of those could scareely be

counted, svvften had he changed hands

withina short period.
I however did not have very wmueh

trouble with him, although he did break !

out at times : ‘on the other hand I found
his good qualities were so marked that 1
kept him until 1 left that part of the
country some years after the date of the
following episode.

1 was stationed at that time at a place
in the mountains, at a distance of about
seven miles i a northeily divection from
the City of Guanaxuats, and was in the
habit of riding down to that eity nearly
every Sunday morning and returning in
the evening accompanied by a mouunted
man servant, who sometimes led one of
my horses while 1 rode the other,

I had received one or two-friendly can-
tions from Mexiean friends to return early
on these oceasions, which 1 had hitherto
«uite neglected ; but as for some time past
robberies with violence and even murders
had become rather frequent on- that road,

* T had determined in future to follow the
advice 1 had received apd to veburn hy -

daylight.  T-however found it more difH-
cult: to cnrry out my intention than 1 had
anticipated, as [ could not convinee my
to that their existed
any greater reason for prudence then than
in the past, some of them even twitting
me with showing the white feather.  This
discussion amongst other reasons kept we
on one ocexsion later thany ufual howr
of departure, and when I started for home
mounted on the Dblack, the sun had long
sunk beneath the horizon, but in eotmpen
gation the moon was rising in great splen-
dour, enabling us when the mad was mo-
derately level to trot on without any in-
convenience.

8o soon as we lhad passed thice lnst

houses and had entered on the lonely part !
of our ride, 1 took out & Colts’ revolver |

(of which I carried two) and cenrvied it in
my hand ready prepared for any emer-
gency, and well it proved for me that J
had taken jthat precaution, as on our
reaching a small stretch of tolerably Tevel
road on the crest of one of the spurs of
the mouutain we were ascending, 1 heuard
a whistle nearme; my man had barely
time to say *‘dyui estan log compadves
Senor” when four well mounted men wish
their faces covered all hut the eyes with
white handkerchiefs. put in their appear-
ance, two of thein ranging themselves one
on each side of my horse, and the other
‘two performing the sune manauvre with
my servant. The act was so sudden and
so neatly exceuted that it appeared as if
it must be.successful, Lut by some sudden

‘inspiration which I cannot account for

eveli now, 1 lifted my revolver and put it
in the face of the man on my right hand,
threatening him with instant death unless
he immediately sent away his comrades,

-and as I felt how much depended on this

being done, I suppose he suw that 1 was

.-determined to carry out iy threat ; he

after a moment's hesitation gave the order
to disperse, which they innnediately obey-
ed. He then wished to leave also, hut 1
thought it wonld be safer for me to take
Taim on with e, 5o L eompelled him mueh

. against his will.to accompany me the few

remaining miles to my destination. Dur-

. ing the canter homehe tried to holt. but

found 1 had the heels of him. T told him

not te try the experiment again as my pa-
tience might possibly give out, and in fact
lie well knew that if 1 lad been o Mexi-

{ can he would have been shot then and

there, he thought better of it, and on our
arvival ab Lo Laz 1 let him go, when he

Jquickly disappeared down a bye street,

and as good old John Bunyan says *T saw
him no more.”

A few days afterwards L was privately
informed that the partics were well kuown
that they had no desive to do me any
grievous bodily harw, their intention be-
ing merely to vob’ me and leave me tied
in some seeluded spot, where some friend
of their own woukld probably be entrusted
with the task of tindinyg and releasing me,
The main *ohjects of their cupidity were
my hotses, which they hoped to sell for a
Luge price at the Bur of © Sun Juan de
los Lagos” which was then being held.
However true this may have been T know
not,but this 7 know, that although robber-
ies on that road did not by any wens

!cease, or even diminish in mumber, and

thatIcontinued tomakehny weekly visits as
hefore, 1 was never again molested om it.

Those rides in the mountains on the
table land have a strange and strong fasei-
nation for all those who haveany. taste. for
equestrian exercise 3 the climate is so ex-
hilarating, so cquable, and the air so
balmy ; no burning sun to enervate the
frame, and o chilling frosts to dampen
the sense of thorough enjoyment; but
generally a clear sky, a moderate degree
of heat, and, nemly always, a gentle
breeze to keep the aiv in motion ; one ap-
pears to be hreathing anew the breath of
life ; the rainy season is short, and if
possible still more pleasant than the dry ;
storms ure fow and far between, tind sel-
dom or never violent ; in faet, 1 know of
no part of this beautiful earth where life
ought to be so thoroughly enjoyable as on
this table land in the Middle States of the
Republicof Mexico; but this bright picture
has its reverse side as well ns all others;
it appears ‘to-be almost universally the
cuge, that in those c¢ountries where God
has done the most for man, man has done

the least for himself; it cortainly is the.

case in Mexico ; a country that possesses
within itself every requisite to humadn
happiness, in the greatest abundance, and
with the uced of but little exertion ; frowm
some cause that is to meincomprehensible,
there appears to be a lack of every thing,
ab times of the most necessary articles of
food ; the country is almost a wilderness,
the cities are crowded with inhabitants,
nine-tenths of whom are in a chronic
state of poterty, aud a very large number

' indeed in o state of complete destitution ;

immense tracts of fruitful Jand in the im-
mediate neighhourhood of populous cities
have not a vestige of cultivation., - Land,
that before the Spanish conquest teemed

with inhabitants who cultivated it like a |

garden ; the Tndian descendants of those
inhabitants <who are still so happy as to
possess some land of theirown, are alinost
the only exeeptions to the general rule,
their propertics are.in their own style,
well eultivated and very productive.

1t is quite a sight to see those poor In-
dinns on their way to the cities with their
produce for sule. Some of them possess
burros (donkeys) ; these little animals are
almost hidden under the bulky lnads un-
der which they have to trudge. Those
who are too poor to possess a four-footed
heast of burden, themselves take the place
and-do the work. T lwve frequently scen
thew, I might suy by .hundreds, men,
women, atid c¢hildren, plodding along on
the. dusty roads, each one  carrying his
burden on-his buck, kept iu its place bya
sbrapof leather.or cow-hide, passed across

the forehead, following each other in true |

Indian file (T never saw two Indians walk-
ing alongside each other unless they were
drunk), with their heads down, and their
bodies bent at & wost painful looking
angle, but trotting on where the road

would be level, as”if their loads formed.

part and parcel of themselves>. The ma

on . At e
unificent railvoad movement will in tiuf

remedy this, as well as many other anti-

quated customs, and may even tend to.

break up the monopoly in land, and tak-

ing it up in small lots suitable to men with

moderato means at their command. Then,
and not until then, will it be known what
# wonderful country Mexico is.

Tt Noman.

Spring.
As we look e'er wide extended plain
We see the gnow is going.
Joyous spring has come again,
And its gentle waters flowing.
We seo the grass a springing
At the path avound our feet ;
We hear the birds a singing
Tu eadence low nnd sweet.
‘They sing by early worning light
Bespangled with the dew;
And all around the sun shines brignt,
= "Pis a trangporting view.
As we hear thoye birds of various tune.
And see the stream's 3 towing,
We know the time is coming soon
Whei loved tlowers will be growing,
. Janks OWENs,
Johnville. .

THE ROYAL SILVER-
WARE CO.,
WIND?(E, Gnt,

- The Silver Plated ware of this
Company is manufactured in Can-
ada, saving heavy duties and
transportation charges, and con-
sidering the: superior quality, can
be offered to the retail trade at pri-
ces which defy competition.
WARRANTED to be a PURE
COMBINATION WHITE
METAL, plated with COIN SIL-
VER. The knives are one solid
piece of SHEAR STEEL, with
extra special PURE SILVER
PLATING. As General Agents
for this Company, we are able to
offer goods at the following prices,
Every drticle is warranted by the
Cumpany to give satisfaction,
Table Knives, Table Forks and

Table Spoons, $1.70 per set
of six. . '
Dessert Knives, Dessert Forks
and Dessert Spoons, $1.60 per
set of six,
Tea Spoons, $1.00 per set of six.
Batter Knives, Sugar Shells and
Pickle Forks, 40 cents.each.
Napkin Rings and Salt or Pepper
Shakers, 45 cents each,
Child’s Set; Knife, Fork
Spoon, 75 cents.
Royal Castor, $5. Royal Pickle
’ Cruet, $3.25. Royal Butter
Dish, $3.25. ‘
Royal Casket, 435 pieces, $12, with
tlegant Bosom Pin premium.
Remember these articles are all
warranted by the Company. Do
not be deceived by lower priced
goods, made of brass and very
thinly washed with silver, because
they look well at first sight, Such
goods are nearly worthless, and
dear at any price. Call and see
our samples. Orders by mail
promptly filled.. We will pay Ex-
press charges to any Express office
in the Dominion on orders of 35
and upwards. . . THowmas & Co.,
General Agents, Sherbrooke, Que.

and

The Chicago Polding Sawing
. MACHINE.

.We are agents for the sale of the ubove
:Saw, with which an active man can saw
- a cord of wood in.an hénr, " Price, $18.—
Call and see smaple.

AGENT

D. Tuomas & Co.

Wanted. ¥ottled Eleetricily
pays $30 o dny. Address Bo:; }.'ll?:;,

Chicago, 11,

O I Ry 55 - 2t
Hill's Golden Oil.

Is Manufactured Ly J. M, HiLT, at St.
Armand, Que,, and TFranklin'® Vi, and is
guaranteed to relieve from pain, heal and
cure all Ciits, Sores and Brudses or other
Fleah Wounds in either Man or Beast.

No Remedy on Earth excels HILL'S
GOLDEN OIL for the purposes nbove ve-
ferred to. Itis a sure cur. for soraTeiiss
on Horses. To any person purchasing
from us, we will refund the amount paid
if it fails to do what is claimed for it,
when used according to directions. No
cure, no pay. No pecuinry risk is invol-
ved in trying it. It issold in bottles at
25¢, 50 cents, and &I, cach. We want
energetic Canvassing Agents in the Dis-
trict "of St. Francis, and all points Bast
and North of Sherbrooke, to whom
we will give liberal terms.  Wealso want
Store-keepers in every town and village
in the Provinee to sell the Remedy, to
whom we will give terms on application
United States Ageuts and the trade sup-
plied. Address &l orders and commnni-
cations to D. Tuomas & Co.
Gereral Agents.

OXIEN

‘5-’

El‘event,s Nervous Prostration and Hearl
fatlure and Restores Exhausted Vitality. Is
& powerful Never Tonie, and removey mental
and physical depression resulting from ex-
cosses of any kind. Pujupin lozenge forn:,
and sold in boxes, at 40 cenis per box. We

‘hrve been appointed Genernl Agents for the

sale of thir powerful Nerve Food—and cnn
supply the same in quantity, or in the box.
Deseriptive elreulars on application.

D. THOMAS & CO.

Free Samples and Mpecimens,

Send ten cents silver and we insert your
nvne and/address in our two, great .director-
jea. The Headars Argosy and the Agenii—_
Argosy. The first goes 10 publishers all over
tno U, 8, who will send you samvls coples of
neir publications. Youn will get story pnparsi

. mewspapers and magazines, some or & ful

rear perhaps. The Agents Argosy goes to
frms of all kinds, Novelty denlers and agon-
ater who will send you sample cireulars and
inass offers.  You w1 get mati upon mail
and will be well pleaged,
. TAddress, 1HE ARGOSY,
Rochestoer, N.Y . £
17 Rochester Savings Bunk Building, Stw

$600 in Cashs Prizes, besides 3 per cont v
on the $1 given toagents. -Send 10¢
ALBERT CANNON, Greenfleld, 0. _3m2
'AGENTS cloqr $156 MoxtLy with my -
l A u Y oNLY. ProofTrree. Maus. H. 1. TariLy
Chicago, Til. 1¥8
with your name and addrogs printed_on
for 10 conts. 35 conts per hundred )
AGENTS AND MANUTACITURERS
will inerease their business by advertising

for 5 valunble yeceiyts and terms
now Rubber Undoergarment, for Lanies§ .
9f 600D WHITE ENVELOPE%;
i? N
. AR Whoelor, West Mansfiold. Ohio
in our columns, ~ ~

hy - i




