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they devated thctr wbole ancntnon to their,

sducation:-; and had the comfort to, nndm;
thieir minds, (o richa foil, that every “thing -

profpered ‘which was planted in thzm & .no
ufeful knowledge was omitted, no exier-
ml accamplithment negle@ed., :
"Frances and Ifabélia were now nrrnv:d
oaptlie age of twenty ‘five. The amiable--
“nels of their chara&ers, their enlarged vn-
_derflandings, and.the gracefulnefs of their
pefons; won . the admiration znd ¢fteem-
“aof all who appm'\clvd them. ‘They had,
‘fioro Gmilitude of manners. and.fo ntiment,

cContraled fuch a rare affe@ion for-each

cthér, that it feemed as if Nature, by.form-
ing them togethér in the wowb, bad pre-.
. pared’ them fof that :ﬂm’ndimry unien,
- whicli was to diftinguifh their lives, “and
for thofe. éffutions of ¢levated friendfhip,
which the lofs of their.’ cxcmp!ary ‘moyhér,
vwas cne, day to call forth, © Nor was this
cvcnt \-'(,ry rcmmc H
frized' by a fuddcn,illneis, whigh; in a few
da)s, cach her. off, and defolated onc of
the happielt ﬁmxlus in thx world,

It ‘would be. dificult- to; de fcnbc the,
,Cmnds af woe, -which, on this occafion,
" echoed throdgh, AN the manﬁcn, or the
' fighs, of the difconfolate poor, "under, the
‘;'wmdows. * The griel of St. Clair,, amrmc
.fany years of uninterropted happmcfn that
“he had epjoyed with Lady Maigaret, in its
“ 6ir(t attack, almoft overpowered his rea-
.fnn 3 while "Frances and Ifabella- had the

we:gh' of a fatker's forrow added to their
Lown ;- which compelled them 1o finother
~their fechnsz<, great as ey weee, and to
.-ﬁ'umc a fortitude their bearts difavowed.

" Lovely mourners § more lovely in your

tcn.s‘ Fancy pifores you ' before e,
. baghed: in® filial forrow, ftandingby and--.
: nrhng your.difiradted parent, ﬂnsmg

"Tn' vaidi torrear him fromi.the coffin, which

hc Jwill not {uffer his fervants to clofe, il
dcmandm :in wild ufrerance; agiir, and
2 ag:m,one tai}; taft look !

{{eavens ! how fevese a diftrefs ! If my

re.sd:r hath heen ina ﬁrur:t.on, to afx fz.r a

he s’ gomg S be d(.pnsv.d of for.
e. alonc can’ hf*ﬁ }udgc how much

i ‘,'btloved Lady M*;rgmt,

Lady Marg"ct was -

. wifhes, .the fame.our purfuits §

_migy to f--c)ou united to’ a ma

i ‘.a‘_'ﬂéﬁx;nw' I-f:_'/?my;

time. Abbot. of the momﬂcry of St. Ad.
guflin, in- Canterbury ; of which, place
.there are, at this day, .foch -noble remains
exifling.  He was the younger brother of
‘Geoffry,. though there was but the differ-
ence of a year between: them' ;' and .was
reputed to.be a man of fo much learning,
and virtuey thatiSt, Clair, by his will, re-

. commended his children to his care and

! protedtion ; bequeathing to each of them,
a very Jarge inheritance. -

“'The manner in which Frances bad been
brought up, added to berratpral turn of
mind, and the example.of a mother the fo.
much revered, determined her to a life of
religious retiremeny 5 and-a great convent
of BenediCtine Nung, not very diftant
from Fevcrﬂ)am, happcmng, a few months
‘after, to lofe their principal (whowas sl-
ways onc. of a confiderable family) the
Abbot of 5t. Auguflin, perceiving her fix-
ed in lier fcheme of life, procured her to
be named the Lady Abbefsofit. .-

Ifabellay who had-never as yet been fepa-~
“rated from her fifler, would, on this o¢ca-
fion, moft. willingly have: taken the veil,
“'THE f2me toof,” (xys fhe, ¢ hath ever hi-
therto covered us, the famie have been our
the grave
hath divided us from thofe, who taught us
‘the ‘amiablenefs of friendtip, and fhall -
alone divide u} from one another {* .

~“The Abbot wasmuch huort by chis de..
. lasation .of his neice. . He defired her to
banith from her thought, fuch a reloluti-
on’; and failed not to intimate to ker,
that Frances, having devoted heérfelf to the
_€Cloyfter, fhe remained the only, fuppert of
the family of St. Clair ;. that her virtues
fyould rather cmbellith  fociety, than be
logt wnhm the walls of .a monaftery ; aed
withed fhe would, by accepting fome alli-
ance of funtablc rank and {ortune, rather
“permit thofe acwmphﬁxmen:s to be feen
by the world, whu.h lhc fought to hide in
oblmon.

Fr antes, ' on hcr part, howe ver fhe was

~ charmed- with this teflimony of her fifter’s-

affe@ion, joined in fentimént with her un-
cle, expréifing to hcr, how much happicr

-+ fhe. fhould . be, tu fee her fettle herfelf by
~abomze\, t.h.a: urgcs the re.’ -

‘marriage, and limitate the good life and
c\nmpw uf theif excellent mother, -
,“I'am not, you know,’ fays fhe, ¢ by thc:

i rehgmns office 1 Al tiéd dovwn to all thofe,”
et hc'vv,
h:ch had\

rules, which. muft of courfe be' impofed bn
_you ;_my liberty.remains 5 .we fhall bave
conftant ‘epportunities ; iof continuing that

- mlcrcouxfc o1 love, our. hearts: mutually

ddﬁ*c.~ It w:!l be the. hsbheﬂ pleal‘ure to :

warthy,

“your. chcucc, plc(uvmg in - ou
~caitfey that ho(puahty, ‘for-wh
fo long bccn iamcd 3 and “!




