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PETER PAUT, RUBENS.

Kupras wits the most cminent smong the great painters of

the Hlemish schooll  1le was born at a time when his family
were in adversity. -John Rubens, the futher of the ]mintc;,
had fled from Antwerp during the politieal and religious
tronbles in the lntter part of the sixteenth century, and
sought refuge in Cologne,  There, on the 29th of June, 1577,
(St. Peter’s and St Paul’s day ), a zon, destined to possess great
genius, and to achieve distinetion, eame ax if to comfort his
parcnts in their exile. AR was customary in those times, the
boy was ealled by the nanies of the two Apostles to whon his
bitthday was dedicated. Vhe house is still shown in Cologne
—a seulptured medallion of the great painter over the en-
nance—where Peter Panl Rubens was born, and where, tin
years after (1357), his father, John, died. ’
T Rubens was o very brighi, beautiful boy, both quick and
dihgent in learning. His widowed mother returned to Ant-
werp; and, after a few years of desultory sudy, the fatherless
buy was placed, at the age of sixteen, us a page in the house.
bold of a lady of rauk, the Countess of Lalaing. ‘I'he youth
disliked this employment, and, at his nrgent desire, he Denies
the pupil of Adam Von Qort, an eminent painter, So diligent
was the youth that even his leisure hours, intended for recre-
ation, were genetally devated to his favourite study.  The
RUTprise and delight of the teacher on one ocension bave bieen
handed down 1o us by Stever’s beautiful paisting. After
studying with this muster some time, he went to a famous
const paititer, ttha Veniug, who was painter to the infanta
Isubelln of Spain, By this second master, who appreciated
the gruius of his pupil, he was advised to zo to Ttaly to pur-
sue his studies,

Rubens was twenty-thiree when he visitel Veniee, Mantua,
and other places famons a8 schools of art. Being of gund
funily he was appointed to « post as Gentleman of the
Chamber to the Duke Vincenzio Gonzaga, tnder whose patron-
age he had opportunities of study adorded him, which he
engerly availed himselt of. The great Tesson of the life of
Rubeus is his wonderful industry . No temptations of society
or allurements of pleasure, ever diverted him from his uli]‘il
gent practice ol his poble art. Troe, be hid not, as =0 many
men of genius had, to conteud with the bitterness of pn\'::rl):,
or the ohacurity of o hmmble ot but evory condition of Yife
has its wpecad and peenliar temptations and besetnents o and
the voune, handsome, biilidant painter, with his postic tem-
ament, ated the seductions of tourtiy 4ilr].~,-r micht have
fapsed into the were nim of indelence nnd pleasnre. ITndustry
wits liis crent sategnard. s most Hhely that the adversity
which had to some extont shadowed the first ton vears o his
life had been salutary nits intfluence as God' s sdiscipline. Oue
fie t s ¢ lear, from the fmmeuse namber of is works, that.
however b was helped by noble patronage, be was far more
effectoally helped by his own neble diligenee, Ever, by
Gead's Blessing, a man’s bestcarthily helper 15 himaely,

Kubens wan amost tender son to his widowed mother, wad
it was ot of the deepest sorrows of hixmanhood thar, tidings
of her itlness reacking him at Genon, he hstened wsgnickly
a~ the then wodes of traveling pernritted G0 Antw, ri ad Wirs
Too ate to see ber in e

lu juu, Petor Panl married Lis first wife, Elizabeth Brants,
amd settied at Antwerp. A funons picture iu the Munich
walters ropresents bimscif and his wifee very fovely woman
—seated 1na warden

Mariv de Medicl, the wite of Hetwry 1V of France, (the
mother of Lenis XHI, and of Henrietta Maria, the wite of
Chartes oand Queen Consort of Kngboad ), became the patro-
Rubens, At her commund be paintod the serics of
pietnres in the Lonvee, at Paric wosty reprosenting seenes in
the Hfv of this Queen,  Itois sadd that he must hive been
grently alded by bis large stall of pupils, ns it hus been pre-
noaneed  dmpossible that e alone could in the time have
campleted so grent anamber of pictores,

In 1626, Rubens lost the beloved wife whose sweet face it
s soid glows with loveliness o so many of his pictures, and
three yeats after his bereavement (16290, the groat painter
visited England ss ambassador from the Court of Spain to
(harles 1.

1t i= very rare in the history of the Fioe Arts, or statesinan-
ship, to find the oilice of ambassudor silled by an eminent
printer,  Bat Hobens was equally a stadent of courts vnd of
mature, His amanners were at otpee so conrtly and prepossess-
ing that he breame wgreat favourite in Eogland,  Charjes |,
whs o lover of Fitne Arts, and Vandyok, whe has given us the
best portrait of the unfortusate Charles, aud of many nobles
ot his conrt, was a pupil of Rulaens,

A lndy, justly celebrated ws anart eritie, Mrs, Jameson,
telix us that at drst »he distiked Robens® pietnres) bat study-
10 thens at Munich:, where the te are viglityweinht, she came
to wmnrvel at their Beanty sy mpuely asont wimber, Of one
i particular, a veligions subj-ot, she suys:

AR 1 gazesd, o fecling sank doecpointe my heart, which did
not phss nway with the tears 16 made to dow, hot bas ever re-
maited there,  One instance ont of many of the moral eftfect
ich his been produced by painting”

Bess Of

»

whi

Uhe v Descent from the Cross)" in the cathediai at Antwerp,
v a picture of workd-wide fione. B our own National Gallery
the wllegorieal picture of © Warand Peace” is a specimen of
thizx great master, which i= acvessible too all visitors; so also
the ceiling at Whitehndl, wldoh was sketched by Habens while
in Fagland, wisd finished aftorwards at Antwerp,

The writer of this sketeh hus visited the house of Rulens,
at Cologue, which is wlways pointad ont with pride to tourists,
and seen his paintings at the Louvie, awd at Brossels: and,
while marvelling bothoat his genius and facility, haxs ol ot
there is more of thearthly than the heavenly in his pletures
—a strong and rather course tvpe of beauty. The pranter,
Rubens, has been compared in this respect to the poct Dryden,
as having more hitman passion than spivitual power,

Tu 151, Rubens marcdod Helenn Forman, a young ride
coqualling the painter's et wite in personad graces, and, like
the former, often represented in his paintings.

Whatever difference of opinion there mny be as to théyrace
aud charm of his pictures, there van 'be noue as to the fine
and generous character of the man, - His hand was ever open
to telieve the distresses of the less fortonate devotees of Art,
He helped Vidyek with the most-liberal sid 3 and was so

alive fu the elnims of geatitude, that when Queen Marie e

Medici wis expelled by her heartless son, King Lonis X1,
from France, and hnd wanthored inosearch of an asyium to the
Netherbuwds, and thenee to England, and was - from political
Lroubles unwelcome everywhere—becoming at length exposed
to absolnte winit=—i- was Rabens who cione to her aid, She

had in the days of her prosperity patronized him, and in her
adversity the painter sheltered her. Under his hospitable
roof, nt Cologne, the widow and mother of kings found a
praceful refuge in which to die, closing a carcer of startling
;,:]]:lllx.‘{ttﬁ soothed Dy the fidelity and gratitude ot this loyal
richd, :

Rubens, full of honours and wealth, died the 30th of May,
1640, in the sixty-third year of his nge, and is baried in the
chureh of St. Jacques, at Antwerp, where his genius is re-
garded with pride.  But though that may be honoured, it is
his industry, Hiberality, and gratituds: that make his life valu-
able to us, for they are qualitics that all can cinulate — British
Workman,

ALLAN EDSON'S ¢« MOUNTAIN TORRENT"

We hnve already iad occasion more than otice to reproduce
works by this talented and rising artist, nll of which have
been received with great favour by lovers of art The picture
we reproduce this week—a seene in the Eastern Townships—
is the property of Mr. G, B, Desbarats, and is at present on
vxhibition in this city.

SIGNOR HAZAZER'S DANCING ACADEMY.

Within the pust few weeks Signor Hazazer, the well-known
Professor of Dancing and Deportment in this city, has opened
his academy in the new Cataedral Block on 8t. Catherine
Street, where fie has taken a handsome and commodious suite
of rovms, On another page will be fonnd an illustration,
after a sketeh by our own artist, of the seene in the large
ball-room, un the occasion of & Saturday afternoon class,

MISCELLANEOUS.

According to a lute communication by Ehrenberg to the
Academy of Scicnees serling he has suceveded in determin-
ing the existence of species of organic forms, absolutely
invisible to the naked eye, and yet held fu suspension in the
atmosphere,

The uggregate interrational commerce of the world, at the
present time, is estin sted at 89,237, 0000040 in value,  Of this
large amonnt Great Heiteing wmainly through her snbsidized
steanship lines, is able to control withiu a fraction of $3,000,
H00-—or nearly one-third of thos entire world's commerce.,

Mizenarn Caourcnore.—A Purisian journal reports the find-
ing, in Australia, ofaminer:l snbstance resembling caoutchou
it most of its characteristics It contains 82 per cent, of an
oily hydrocartom. - We shall be interested in any farther par-
tivulars of this dizeovery, as they may lead, on future investi-
gation, to the production, by syuthesis, of one more organic
substance,

Assoxia as 4 Crue ron SNAxE BITES.—As many as 8,000
persons div anunally, in British India and Burmah, from the
eifects of snake bites. The Inspectar of Police 1o the Bengal
Governnieut now reports thitt of 939 cases, in which ammonia
wus frecly sdministered, 700 victims have recovered, and in
the cured instanves, the remedy was not administered till
34 hours after the attack, on the average.  u the fatal cascs,
the cortesponding duration of thine was 41 hours,

A Bivas 1o Tra axp Corvee.—"Ten and colfee are threatened
with o Brazilinn vival, catled guarana, Guarana consists of
the seeds of @ tree knowny to botanists as the panlinas sorbitis,
whivh iz very abnpdatt, The tree produces a froit about the
size ol a walnut, vontaining five or #ix seeds,  The sceds are
roasted, mrixed with water and deivd. Before being used they
regnive wrinding, when they il into a kind of powder.  The
active principle is an alkaloid, identical with that found in
tea or coffee, but there is twice as much of it in guaraua
there is in ten.
cottee.

ux
The offvcts are similar to thpse of tea aud

Cark or tuk Frer——Concerning this subject the Seientiic
Ameriegn very truly says: o Many are careless in the keeping
of the teet. I they wash them onee a week they think they
are doing woell,  They do not consider that the largest pores
are lociatad in the bottom of the fuct, and that the most offen-
sive anatter iz discharged throngh the pores. They wear
stockings from the beginning to the end of the week without
change, which become perfectiy saturated with odensive mat-
ter, I health ix genveated Ly steh treatment of the feet,
The pores ares uot repellants but abzorbents, and this fetid
mafter, to a greater or less extent, is taken back into the sys-
tewr. Tl feet shonld be washed every day with pure water
ouly, ns well as the armpits, from which an offensive odour ix
alzo emitted, unfess daily ablution is practised,  Stockings
should not be worn mare than a day or two at a time. They
may be worn one day, and then aired and sunned and wen
another day, if necessary.,

Poenvesizen Soun Cop Laves On—The diftieulty of over-
comiong the nauseating quaidties o cod Hver oil has attracted
the attention of many phuannaceutists, among others of M.
Tissier  He takes of white poedatine 4 parts, distilled  water,
25 parts, simple syrup, 25 parts, retiniod sugar in powder, 50
paots. The gelatine should be heated, fu a water bath, with
the water and syrup till dissolved, the cod tiver oil and sugar
being mixed in 4 mertar ;) the two compounds should then be
stirved together, und the stirring continned il the mixture
is coldy it will then appete a8 o pelatinous muss, and
powdered sugar should then be added tilbativm paste is wade,
which, atter being cut in smali pivees; nust be left to become
so hard as to be casily grunulated in o wortar,. The second
addition of powdered styrar witb bring the quantity up to 250
parts, 20 per vent of which will beeot liveroil, It should be
koept inow tightly stoppered bottle,

*

A very distingnished Paris physician says 291 believe that
duriug the twenty years Lhave peactisad my profession, twen-
ty thousand children have been curried to the cemeteries, a
sacrfice to the absurd custom of exposing their arms. Put
the bulb of a4 thermometer iuta a baby’s mouth and the wer-
cury rises to ninety degrees, Now earey the same to its little
hond ; if the arm be bare and even cool, the mereury will
stk o ity degreess . OF conrse, adl the blood that tlows
through these srs must fall from ten to forty degroes below
the tempernture of the heart. . Need Tsay, when these cur-
rents o theblood flow back to the chest, the ehild’s vitrlity
must be wore or less compromised ? - And need T add that we

ouglit uot to be surprised at the frequently recurring aliections
of the tongae, throat, or stomach ? 1 have seeu more than

one child, with habitual cough or hoarseness, entircly relieved
by simply keeping the hands and arms warm.”

Guest :  How came this dead fly in my soup ?” Wa'ter :
t In fact, sir, I have no positive idea how the poor thing came
to his death, Perbaps it had not taken any foul for & iong
time, dashed upon the soup, ate too much of it, cuatracted ay
inflammation of the stomach, that brought on deach.  Thelly
must have a very weak constitution, for when T served the
soup it was dancing merrily upon the surface.  Pechap: —and
the idea presents itself only at this moment—it endeay .ured
to swallow too large a picce of vegetable ; this remainin - fast
in his throat, caused a choking in the windpipe, This s the
only reason I could give for the death of the inzect.”

A Sunday’s dinner is made the most sumptuous meal of the
week i a great many houscholds, and the guests retive from
the table more like gorged anucondas than intelfectual huma
beings, with the result that during the whole afternoon thev:
is such an amount of mental, physical and religions sleed
ness, if not actual stupidity, that no dutics whatever are por-
formed with alacrity, efficicncy, and acceptableness.  The
Sunday dinuer made of u cup of hot tea, some bread and but-
ter, with a slice of cold meat, and absolutely nothing clse,
would be wiser and betler for all 5 it wonld give the servants
more leisure; the appetite would be as completely satisfied
half an hour afterward, while body, brain and heart wonld e
in u fitting condition to perform the duties of the Sabbath with
pleasure to ourselves, with greater officiency to othets, and
diubtless with larger acceptance to him toward whom atl our
service is due.

-

A new system of photographic lithography has been intro-
duced in Berlin, It is found that caoutchone, like Jew's piteh
and some other hydrocarbons, is capuble of receiving a photo-
graphic impression ; and a thin film of caoutchoue dissolved
in benzole is spread upon paper, which is exposed in the
camera in the usnal manner,  The portions which have bLeen
subjected 1o the action of the light are rendered lngoluble, andd
the othier portions are then washed away, as in Mr, Pouncey’s
process, which on former occasions we have vxplained.  The
cavutchoue wherever it remains on the paper will receive o
greasy ink from a roller whicl: is now passed over the damped
sheet, aud the impression thus obtaioned may be transferved v
the lithographic stone and printed from in the usual manner.
The plan is virtually a reproduction of Pouncey’s, with the
substitution of caoutchouc for pitch of Jndea,

Ox Batmiye.—The benefit to be derived by all elasses frow
personal ablution is of universal interest, and highly estonn i
in ancient record. The physical strength and vigorons con-
stitntion of the Greeks and Romans are justly attributed as
much to their habits of bathing as to their regular refse,
Tt must be remarked generally, in reference w cold tatising,
that the head should touch the water dirst, as the beod
naturally recedes from that puart of the body which tirst comes
in contact with the cold.  The water, on touching the surtie.
uf the body, gives a shock to the whole system, and the bloud
is forced from the superficial to the deep-scated vessels: and,
on leaving the water, provided the bather has been in a
moderate thime, a reaction takes plice from the centiv to the
surface; this kind of circulation is very Leaithy, and in it
consists the great benafit of the cold hath,  Wurm baths are
of greater importance than is generally supposed  They may
be taken with advantage both summer and winter, and while
the body is at any degree of tempoerature,  They are not in
any degree, when used in moderation, debilitating ; but. on
the contrary, are attended with health and vigour, The wamn,
bath has a powerful vifect in exciting the civculation of the
blood, and in promoting perspiration and other vatural seere-
tions, thereby effectundly arvesting many inciptent discases.
In conncetion with the bath, for any partial ablution, cow-
mon salt may be advantageonsly used, It dissolves in water,
and prevents any risk of tuking cold; it is also a powerinl
tonic, and generul invigorator of the system.

A Scexe ix tue Hovse or Lor.s srrorr Kixe WinLian
ENTERED To DissoLve Pastiasest.—Having to go howme in
order to dress, the gold gown bLeing required, 1 got to the
House soon aiter two o'clock, the hour to which we had ad-
journed @ and after prayers I left the Woolsack, in order that
I might be in readiness to receive his Majesty.  Lord Shaftes-
bary, on the motien of Lord Maustield, then tovk the Woel-
sack, and Wharnceliffe rose to meve the address, of which be
had given notice,  Then began aoscene which, as it was oe-
presented to me, was never exceeded in violence and aproav
by any bear-garden exhibition.  ‘The Duke of Richwmondd, fu-
terrupting Wharnclitfe, moved that the Lords take their seats
in their proper places: for, said he, 1 see o junior baro:
(Lyndhurst) sitiing on the dukes’ bench,  Lyudhurst, stave-
ing up, exclaimed that Richmond's vonduct was most dis-
orderly, and shook his tist at him, - This bronght up Londan-
derry, who did not speak, but screamed that the noble Duie,
in his attempt to stop Wharneliffe, had resoried taa wretaied

shift,  Wharneliffe then began by reading the word - of ms
motion: 1 was here told by Durham what was going .n, {

that unless the King came soon- the Lords would vote ibie 2d-
dress becitise Wharnelitte tmeant to make uo specchr; so !
rushed back into the House, and began by exclaiming agaiv
the unhesrd-of dectrine that the Crown ought not to dissol
at a moment when the House of Commons had refused U
supplivs.  This was fomdly denied, but 1 persisted that .-
vate ! referred to Bad in fact that eftect. I went on purposceiy
speaking until we heard the guns. Then came groat inter-
ruptions and cries of order which continued till a messenger
stinmaoned me, when 1 osald T had the Kin commands to
attend him in the Painted chamber,  Shaftesbury again took
thie Woolsack, and they continued debating until the proces-
ston entered. When the door was throwu open, the K
asked me # What noise was that?” and 1 answered, 21t
please your Majesty, it is the Lords debating.”  He asked if
we should stop, but was told that all would be silens the
moment he entered. The Commons were summoaed i e
usual way ; and, having received the Speech, hie read it «ith
a clear and firm voice, | doubt if any part of it was list.ded
to bevond the first sentence, prefixed to the drait, and which
I alone had any hand in writing: 1 am come to mect.yon
for the purpose of prorogning this Parlinment, with a view to
its immediate dissolution”  He dwelt upon immediate, “While
wi were waiting fer the rest of the Commong, beside the
Spenker and the few who accompanied him, the King asked
wme many gquestions, as to who suel and such peers, wege, wl
what were the names of the colnmoners who stood behind ¢
bar. 1 vowember Cobbett was one, whow he bad never geen
before —Zoie and Times of Leord Brougham,




