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DIOGENT ES. MARdI i9, tS69.

A VANKZEE TALE.

TH E following narrative viil, probably, be readwith soine interes, and
when it is iiade known how it came mo nil- possession, the reader w -il
have no tnore reason thai I ta doubt its autienticity. Its simnphcity and
consisteic, ta say nothing of the very reniarkabIe and suggestive dis-
covery at close, prove that ui is in no way allied to the sensational
fictions of wars and ruminors of wars, invasions anid subjugathons, such as
those that startied the fev and amused the iiany; ii the early part of the
suihier of sS63 .

Business calied ie to Quebec during tIre sessiin of the Provincial
Legislature. In the Reporters' gallcry of the Assembly I formcd ar
acquaitance with a geulenian. who vas employed there ni the saine
capacity as .mysclf. C)ur connection ripened iato iiimacy. 'e had both
or us scen a considerable portion of this earth's surface, and both oaur
lives, for quiet-going mienl had becn tiîged, ta a certain extent, wnith.ad-
venture. We often aim used ourselves bv the relauton ofo0tr ou experiences."
On ane occasion mrsy friend commenced the narrative of the incidents
which I ais about to give. Suddenly stoppig he said, By the bye, I
have this in vriting. and you shall see il; and you rmay make any use oit
please of i. I i i not, if you think it, wortf while, even restrain vout
fron publication." I avail myself of the permission, and bere it is; a,
tale of smartness not often ecelled, eidimg with a catastrophe not yet
fuliy developed, and aie which the zvyrld may yet gr l!' .!

Soie months ago I w-as staving for a umiîe at Ottawa, a deligitfuli city
in Central Canada. The hotef in vhich I resided,-the Russell H[ouse,-
was, at the sate tiie..honorecd with the presence of a gentleman, whose
insme on tie hotel book stood thus : Sir Armaanke Âetwyr, Bart.
I often pondered over this desigiatnon I fancied that I was tolerablv
wel.acqaimted- msean by repute, of couirsc-with the baronctage 'f
the Unted Kingdom. but this name I could by no imeas recall. 1 look
an opportunity to say soiethimg ta our host an the sibjcci, but oniv in
the way o ensquiry.

le is a Nova Scotian Blaronset," said mnise host..
"That explains the mystcrv,' said .
It is quite needless, as postivcly, there a not a lady Is the case, ta

naste anc w-ord on a personal description of Sir Marnaduke We
associated-uthe baronet and 1,-as strangers generally associate at hotels.
\Ve met at the tables, jotied in general conversation. exchanged cigars
and other little courtesies of hotel life, and knew no more of cach other
than if oceans had always divided us. But a change was very near ai
hand. -Iow this originated I cannot verv clearly or ith certainty defdne.
NVe probabi drifted mito intimacy as nations sometines drift isto var.
In my own nind I have generally attibutcd it ta a cause that vill be set,
down as the most trifling that ever drews men or uinds together. With
ladies, in fact, the sane circumstance vould have produced an exactly
cortrary effect-divergence in place of cohesion-for swhere is the wonan
who, unmoved, can sec another vomani wearing a bonnet preciselysular
t Ihcrow-n? Well, thus occurred an incident-minute enough to be con-
sidered ridiculous-bich promised ta have momentous results, involving
nothing less than the fate of nations. The weather had, rather suddenly.
set n fine and warm, and in consequence 1 had resuîmed my summer
bat. The same bat had previously donc duty for three or four seasons.
WYho would have though that the simple fact ofnsmplacing a fresh cover-
ing on my apex would lay trc foundation of events that riglt have fright-
ened thei %w-orld framt its proprieuy ? _lu mnay 'bc as -cil to rcisark, uhai
there -as nothing ,e peculiar about ibis sanie hat ; ilsarchitecture w-as of
the " stove-pipc or r ; ils color light gray; and it w-as fcity and napless.
Events proved it had not inrparted the latter quality to tire head it covered.
Sir M-iarmaduke was standing at the bottorn of the stairs when I came
doîvi, N-aring my oî-tecahn r covcring for the first time. As bis rve
eaughî, the change, a bland sniile ovcrsprcad bis countenaince; lie spran.9

upsuirs. Obirconraeofhat saisie smile reniîned and 1 otls,er-ve
with more amusement than surprise, that he had donned a bat, a perfect
fac-simile of my own! Strange ! there was most assuredly an attraction,
a fascmnation, or some other subtle .influence of the kind connected w-ith
these bats. A sonething unaccountable, but unnistakeabile, told ne
that the baronet and I were no longer mere casua.i acquamntances,-that
hencefarth we were friends. He soon gave me a proof of the change that
had so unconsciously stolen over us both. ICone imy bov,"' said he, at
the sane time slapping me on the shoulder (the disparity ofour ages was
not so great as, ofitscIf, ta warrant such a freedom), suppose ve get down
to the river and have a row. I believe you are very ford Of the amuse-
ment.'

L assented, and ta the river i-e went.
When we reached thestream, I engaged the skiff I gencraily used, and

asked my companion if he vould allow me to coach fim. ,
"No 1 no!' said ie, II have heard-(1 hear cverything)-that you

ratier pride yourself on your rowing, aid I ans going htave a turn with
ou. 'Il promise you one thing-if I can t beat you 'il give 3you a

h bad an inward chukle over this, never yet having met wih an
amateur w-ho could do mnch mare than beat me. I wa in first rate cars-
ditiais w, a usd hen, and I heugbt taimy n stofricne sirny lnd active
a-s lie wVas, w-ouid have been in better trimf with a stoneo tw-oý less flashr.

lie x-efused te ofier to take the boat I l-d fi x:d an; chose nother,
amnîost at randoni; and ii a minute w vyre at vork and vell out in the
streamn.

Up or down ? " bawled he.
As you p sleSe
Iioe' far, oIT is that big bluff right ahead, down the river?
Ternmiles.'
Shall we go and have a look at i?"

-iv aIl nîanncr of îeans."
\Vell, thei, here oT,'s aisaid Sir Marmaduke at the same time going at

h in carnest. le, certainly, wvas a capital rower ; and the1c he was
doing madle ne put on stcam, and look tu ny bellows. Not that I had
.r> very great dificult in kee ping well abreast of hin, for it was not a
chîckcn'he ývas pitted against - but i seemed to me he kept a good bit of
play bottled up, and I took care of myself accordingly. Once or twice, in
the course of three or four miles, i had put on a spurt just as a fecler. He
did not at ail put himiself out of the wav ; rowet stiff, and steady - but
never let me get half a lcngth ahead. At about five miles down he got a
little athwart mv bows and threw his oars ont of the rov-locks". We
have had almosienough of this, laven't we ?' said he. " Vou roi well,
and i think you will admit that i can d1ö a littIe bit; make it a drawn
match anid steer for home.'

By ail means said 1, "aid I must thank you for sparing mie a
defeat."

1 lis response, vihici w-as very complinentary and verv self.denving, it
is hardly necessary to repear. We turned around and rowed 'quietly
along ai near together as we could without fouling, chating as wc vet.
Th'e only incident that occurred on our way home arose from his asking
nie if I had ever tricd to kcep clear of a mari vho could rov as well as, or
better than myself, and who wantcd to catch or foul nie. I said that I
had once or tsvice, and he proposcd that we shiould waste a minute or two
in a trial. \Ve did so,'ie was the pursuer, and we had rather a liard tus.
sle of it. A clever sheer, which took me round him as he %vas coming
stern on. ended the chasc. In a fcw minutes iore we were ashore and
on the way ta aur quarters. Unimportant as this little affair niay appear,
it vas not'got up without an object. It rccuirred ta nie very forciblv on
an afer occasion. As we walked home, the baronet askcid rc if I cuild
swim. This was; witi mc the weakest among a good many weak points.
"1 rcally believe, sir, I could swin for a weck i the iniînows would be
kind enough to junp into my mouth that f inight cat and live.

"Voi are certainiv a Crichion," said ny friend vith a hearty laugh.
W\e parted, after Y had promnised ta spend the evening ii the baronet's

apartmient.
The present result of Our afternoons anusementwas this :-it made

the baronct and myscf thoroughly acquainted with cach Other, at least io
JtugAd. HIe, I now knew, in addition to his title, was a huge merchant,

bit houses or agencies in London, ilalifax, New York, and fty places
beside, and hc was also largely enga.ed in furnishing the Federais with
munitions and sinews of war; and hetnew that I w-as "on the press," but
at present engaged i the very inportant, and equally remnunerativc task
of doin& nothng

[lin his account of the evening interview my friend observes a very
commendable brevity, a proof, thaI as eventis rose in importance, lie rose
with then, for brevity is a charactcristic of great minds on great occa-
s¡on~.

The evening was spent as per arrangement, and at its conclusion I
found myself ta tie surprise of na one more than the person principaily
concerned, e nder eligagcnient ta proceed to the \ýest Indian Islands for
the transaction of certain niatters of buisinecss for mnv frîend Sir INartna-
duke KeIl%,yn

On the inorrow 1 was t start, and ais the rnorrowv w-as ta receive mv
instructions

Thes cin.struictions wereas- b)rief-.ý as hey erc simple: -Encunibcr your-_
self wvitb as little luggige as; possible-a snsaîl valise %vas ta isold ail my
travelling gcar--get ait as fast as yaou can ta _Nciv VorkS', and hase no time
in calling on 'Mr. - ; of- street. That gentleman wvill secuire you a
passage and do all that is ncccssary. You wili receive furtier instruc-
tiOns whlen you reach your destination.

My destination-wherc is that ?" said I
"The West indies."

Rather an extended address," t rejoined.
You will find it all right,' said my friend smîling.

I said no more. It would be no use deîiying the fact-tihat matn eld
me in the hollov of his hand, and he knew it, if 1 did not.

The train went at mid-day. I set my little valise down ta the station
and the baronet and I walked. As w-e went lie availed hinself of the op-
portunity ta give me a ittile advice and instruction. In ithe first place."
lie said, " as a tiine like this deranges business, and renders precautions
of an unusual and; as it may appear ta you, of a singilar character, ncces-
sary I will give your a simple imcansi f ciscovering if the persons ou
core int contact or are dfirected ta comnuînicate vith, are entitled ta
your confidence It Ls a sort of masonic sign, and would have nothing
ridiculOu about it ta aie of the craft.

f To tr onrinned)
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