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fhis afternoon," he says. "la it ay-
thing in which I can be of service ?
Anything about the iills-'

" Nothing about the mills. Thonipson
la a very competont mtan of business,
and sees to that. Laurence, when I was
in Washington, I made my will."

She says it abruptly. Lengworth, ly-
ing easily, looping and uilooping his
watch chain, lifts his eyebrow.

"Always a wise pr-ecaution," ho nu-
swers, " but in your case quite prema-
turc. Still it is well to have these things
settled and done with."

" And, Laurence, I have made you my
heir."

It has comle. Il spite of her marked
partiality for him, whicb ho under-
stands and which touches him, in spite
of O'Sullivan's words, he as hardly
ever glanced at this possibility. lc is
a man absorbed in his work which suits
him thoroughly ; h as no special am-
bition for sudden and great wealth, Yot
sudden and great wealth is offercd him
bore. He sits quite still, and there is a
brief silence, hor face slightly agitated,
bis showing no shadow of change. At
last!1

I au sorry to heai this," are bis
first words. " It cannot bo 1I an deep-
]y grateful, but it cannot be."

Why net ?"
"Dear madam, do you need to ask ?

You have a daughter-"
1 have no daughter," she intorrupts,

ber voice low and cold. "I have had
none for twenty-onc years. I have
double none now, for she is dead."

"Is she dead ? I regret to )iear that."
"I do not," says Mes. Windsor, iciiy.
"But she lias left children-you mn-

tioned the fact to me oriceyoursclf. She
bas left daughters, and your daughter's
daughters are your licirs, not 1 ?"

" The daughters of the iFrenchman
Landelle, will nover inherit a penny of
mine.

" My dear M-rs. Windsor, pardon me
-they ought, they must. They are the

,,,last of your lino ; your blood is theirs.
Do not visit the sin of thcir father, if
sin it was, upon them. In any case I
shall not usurp their right."

IYou absolutely refuse !"
'I absolutely refuse. It is quite im-

possible for me to take this inheritance
of your grandaughters."

" You are magna ni mous," ashe says,
with a brief and very bittor laugli.
SYou aire one of the workl's wonders-
a in utnwho can refuse a for tiine."

"l don't thinik L stand ulone," ho says,
cooly. " Tink better of mankiid, my
dar iadam. I fancy I know sonie
mon wlo would deelino to 'ob tvo or-
phan girls of their birthright. It must
bh theirs, dear lady, not minie.'"

" It shall nover b theirs," she retorts,
cohl, repr'essed passion in her tone;

they woro nothing, ]oss than nothing
to me before. If you persist in thwart-
ing me for their sakes you vill mako nie
absolutoly hute tlem.''

"I must porsist, anld yo wiii not
alte bothen. Do yo not sec I shall be

utterly unworthy of the regard witi
whicb y bounur mue if I do this ? Il
yoiur licart you would despise me, and
yoir contempt w'ould b as nothing to
the contem)pt I should feet for myself.
It is best for a lmin to stand veli with
himsolf. I should b simply robbing
your granddaughters if I accepted their-
rightful inheritanco-be nothing better
tbau any othor thief. Ifoel aIll yoin
great goodness, believo me-feel it sO.
deoply that I have no wordS te tbank
yoi; but if, indeed "-iis voice grows
low and tendor-"you give me soeic of
that afiectin you once gavo yoir son,
let me use it to plead for your grand-
children. Send for thiem, brinig thiemx
bero, if tieir father will resign them,
and miîy word for it love will follow, and
the rglht will b cone.

", Their father is dead," she says-
drcarily.

And tiey stand in the worid quito
aloie. Thon truly it is time they werc
bere. This is thoir home, yo are thoir
mother. Forget the past; lot death
blot it eut. Send for these young ladies,
and let thom b the comnfort and bless-
ing of your later life."

She sits, her quiet hands folded,.
stung, deeply stung, in her afection for
this man, and in ber pride. lHc secs the-
diamonds darting rays of fire on lier
fingers and at ber throat, secs the hard,
cold look that ternily sets her face.

IThis is your final and absoluîte de-
cision ?" she asks, in a loiv voice. " Yo
will net think twice-you wil not.
change your mind ?"


