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FIRST RESULTS.

In our first issue we spoke confidently
of the future prospeets of this journal. as
to its filling a want in Pharmaceutical
journalism in Canada, of a certain recog-
nition by druggists as i organ of the
profession and of encouraging words from
Pharmaceutical friends. We are glad to
say that we have not been mistaken in our
eapectations. From the Provinces of On-
tario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Prince
Edward Island, Manitoba and British
Columbia we have already received con-
gratulatory letters as well as subscriptions,
one and all virtually agreeing in the ver-
diet, * Just what we needed.”  Appended
are extracts frum a few of the letters
received:

~ Allow me to congratulate you on its
make up, which I consider good.”

+ Congratulate you on your first number

. and do not doubt your success.”

« Very complete and well calenlated to
fied favour with every Canadian chemist.”

“ Congratulate you on the make up and
contents of the Caxaniax Drvgeist, and
wish you success in your enterprise.”

“ Was pleased with the first issue of
your journal and found a number of items
that would be of interest and use fo the
druggists of this Province: {rust that you
may have the success that your enterprise
most assuredly entitles you to.”

* Find the Caxamax Drvcerst the most
interesting paper for druggists in the
Dominion. I wish you success.”

One of our advertisers says that within
two weeks after the publication of the

fiest number. he had Lusiness enguiries
from two dioggeists e Prince Edward
Island and one in British Columbia, the
extreme easterly wml westerly Provinces
of our Dominion. mentioning the adver-
tisoment which appeared in the Caxanias
Diveutst leading to the transaction of
business with them.

INSURANCE OF DRUG STOCKS.

By mutual consent of all five insurance
companies (and when will they not agreo
to increase their own profits by raising
rates), the rvate on ordinary drug stack is
higher than ordinary merchandise rates,
claiming the greater visk on the former
class. That this is not the case is shown
time and again from statistics which
clearly prove that although drug stock
may and does include goods which arve of
a particularly inflanuuable nature. yet
the precantions taken, the description of
containers in which the<e goods are kept
and the usually small proportion of them
in a retail store has reduced the number
of fires originating in such premise- to a
very small percentage of the iotal fire
losses.

In Philadelphia a - Druggists” Mutual
Fire Insurance Company ™ has been furmed,
and ka: fssued a large number of policies.
Would it not be well fur the druggists of
Canada to cunsider the guestion either of
concerted action on their part to compel
the insurance companies to give us more
reasonable rates, o1 failing in this to
establish a cumpany en somewhat the sine
lines as the Philadelphia company » We
append some extracts from the Druggists’
Circular, showing the feeling which exists
in the United States in this matter

At the annual wmecling of the Ohio
Pharmacentical Association, held in 1888.
a committee was appointed to investigate
the subject of mutual fire insurance. This
committee has recently made public the
results of its work from which it appears
that the druggists of that State pay pretty
dearly for their insurance. It is estimated
by the committee, from all that they can
learn, tha! druggists by protecting then,-
selves on the mutual plan can save from
one-half to three-quarters of the money
now expended for premiuns.

There has long lbeen an exceedingly
strong stspicion in the minds of druggista
every where that the rates usually charged
them fur insurance against fire were ex-
travagant.  When protesting against these
charges they have been confronted with
pictates £ the tenribly dangerons cha-
acter of their stocks- how their stores
were magazines of highly intlanmable
substances. which by the breaking of n
bottle, mught 1 moment be involved in
destrnetion.

To show that a pharmaey is in fact a
rather safe place, so far as fire 15 con-
cerned, we may quote from the report
above referred to that in Cleveland the
loss to retail drngyists fromn that cause
duringa period of eighteen years amounted
to only 25,500 : and in Cincinnati the loss
in eight years was but %3,000.

PHARMACISTS' AIDS,

There can be no doubt of the fact, that two
of the moat rapidly mecreamng demands upon
the ability of the pharmacist of to.day, nro
analytical chenustry and microscopy. ‘The
former mncludes that class of demands that sv
frequently apply to the drugnist for analysis of
some special compound or even mure often for
an analysms of urine.  These are not lunited
to the “ignurant (i) laty, tut are deudedly
commun requests from physicians themsclyes,
It has unly Leen a few yoars since these sab
Jjects became su snpurtant in the diagnosis of
discase, and therefore only the decidedly
studious or recent graduate appreciates or
investigates the utility of their possibilitics.
Referring especially to the matter of urine
analysis, for every druggist should bhe posted
on amalytical chemistry, we know that very
few of our best pharmacists have made any
special study of this specialty and the follow-
ing is an ordinary result. The doctor, often
for lack of time, quite as often for lack of
information, applies to the pharmacist fur an
analys s «f urine—presumng, the pharmacist
cannot do 1t, naturally enough the doctor
gocs elsewhere, but does ho ever return for
any more such work? Does he ever re'er
anyone elso to that store for it No-all
reforences 1 this line are to that pharmacist
who s capable thereof.  How many prescrip.
tions, how much trade 1s thercby loat, trans.
ferred? Just becauss the firat pharmacist
could not do a hittle chemical analysia that
would not have required more than twenty



