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THE SENATE AMENDMENT.

OUTBURST OF POPULAR INDIGNATION.

Honest People Everywhere Protest Agamnst the Infamou-
Proposal.

From every part of the Dominion come reports of strong and earnest
denuneiation of the action of the Dominion Senate.  We have only space
to givo somo resolutions that in nearly every case have been adopted by
overwhelming majorities.

Toronto.—Au an ensrmous mass meeting in the Metropolitan church on Wed-
nesday evening, the 27th alt., tho follow g resolution was adopted with enthusiastic
applanse: “That tlngmeeting desires to enter an emphatic and indiguant protestagainst
the mutilation of tho Scott Act prupused by the Dommnion Senate, and earnestly calls
upon the House of Commons to refuse its sanction to a measure framed in breach of
feith with 100 couuties that have carried the Scott Act, or are working for its adop-
¢ion, in defiance of strongly expressed public opinion, and in the interest and as tho
instance of the Canadian tiafiic in strong drink.” -

TUxbridge.—The North Ontario branch of the Dominion Alliance at its meoting
last week unanimously resolved :—

“That this meeting express its surprise and indignation at tho recent unwarrant-
able action of the Senate of Canada in Fas-xiug amendmeonts destructive of the Canada
Temperance Act in total disregard of the strongly expressed public opinion embodied
in numerous petitions and in overwhelming majonties at the polls; and that wmas.
much as the said Act originated with, and was ratified by, this same Senate and ac-
cepted by the friends ol temperance in good faith, we declare those radical amend.-
ments « stultification of the Senate’s former action and a flagrant breach of faith with
temperance people of this Dominion, and especially with those inunicipalities where
the Act has been adopted and has yet to come into operation.”

Drayton.—A meetug of the friends of the Scutt Act was held here last week,
and the following resolution unanimously adopted :—*¢ Whereas, the Scott Act has
been carried hy a large majority of the ratepayers of the county of Wellington, and
inasmuch as the Seuate of Canada has seen fit to propose certan amendiments to said
Scott Act, allow my the sale of ale, beer, aml wines . Resolved, That in the opinion of
this meetiog such amendments would destroy the Neott Act s a prohibitory mesure.
We therefore denounce in the strongest teams possible this uncalled for interference
ot the part of the Senate with the freely expressed will of the people, and declare our
determinstion to tesist in every constitutional way the said interference with the efh.-
cacy of the Act We earnestly pray the honorable body of the House of Commmons
not to concur in this propused amend-uent to the Seot+ Act.”

Worwich. — At tho Norwich Methodist distyirt meeting it was resolved « * That
this Norwich district meeting of the Methodist Church he eby protest against the re-
cent mutilation of the Scott Act passed by the Senate of the Parliament of Canada,
and ‘hereby call upon the fricuds of temperance throughout the Dommion (o restst all
such retrograde movements.”

Mount Forost.—aAt the annual district meeting of the Methodist Church, con-
cluded at Mount Forest on Wednesday last, a public anti-beer meeting was held,
which was addressed by Rev. Mr. Lake, of Durham ; Rev. Mr. Bielby, of Luther ;
and Rev. Mr. Chailton, of Gorrie. A resostition was passed condemmng the action
of the Senate m ther attempt to mutilate the Scott Act by the insertion of the wine
and beer clause.

Wilton.—At the Milton distriet Methodist meeting a petition was presented
praymg the House of Commons not to piss the amcendment of the Senate to the Svott
Act to allow *“beer and hght wmes® to be sold 1n counties where the Scott Act has
anscd. It was quickly signed by the members of the district, tepresenting a mem-

crship of 2,449. '

Morritton.-—At the annual meeting of the St. Cathavines district Metho-
dist Church the Tollowing resolution 1clating to tue Scott Act was passei ;—** Where-
as, The Senate acting m direct antazonisu: to the generally expressed wishes of the
cloctors to wham tins yuestion has been submtted, have sent dvwn to the House of
Commons amendments to the Seott Act whieh, 11 awlopted by that body, will com-

lctely nentralize the good effects of saud Act. Cheretuie, the members of the
gt. Cathatines distuict meeting of the Methodist Church, lay and  maisterial,
would hercby express their most emphatic disapproval of the action of the Scnate,
and humbly pray the House of Commans to vesist with a strong hand the repeated
attempts of the Senate to thwart the purposes and labors of the temperance people of
this Dommion.”

stouffville. —The York District Division of the Sems of Temperance met
May 20th, in Daley’s Hall. There was 1 large attendance trom different parts of the
county. The following reselution was unavimeusly passed :—* We learn with sin.
cere regret the fact that the Senate of this Dominion have amended the Scott Act by
permitting the sale of light wines and heer where the Act may be brought into force,
and believing that to thus alter the Scott Act, after it has been so generally adopted
throughout Canada, is alike unfair to the counties that have adopted 1t, as well as to
those moviug m that direction.  We, the District Division of the Sons of Temper-
ance for the County of Yok, du tnost sulemuly protest against sachan unfair, unjust,
and uncalled tor amendment, and do heieby diteet vur exccative to prepare and for
ward to the House of Cummuus a petition against the same beconnng law in this
country.”

Belloville.—At a regular mecting of Ruyal Victoria Lodge, No. 3, I 0. G. L,
the follownne 1esolutions were unanimously adopted, viz.: - ** Having seen by
the Parhamentary reports to the daily press of this city that the Senate of the Do-
minion are proposing to amend the Scott Actas to destroy its usetulness,

« Resotred, that thns Lodge most camnestly protests agaiust the propused legisla-
tion, and that we eall on the triends of temperance in the House of Commons to ve-
fuse their sanction to the amendments proposed by the Senate ;

« Resolred, that a copy of the foregoing resolution, he sent to Senator Vidal and
to Professor Foster, M. P.'7

Godorioh.—Ab the annual District moeting of tho Goderich Methodist Chureh
the following resolutions were Passcd anent tho Scott Act and the attenipt of the
Senate to mutilate it :—** Lst. ‘That we, the membersof the Guiderich district mecet-
ing of the Methodist Chureh, view with alarm the recent nction of the Senste of the
Parliament of Canada in passing amenduients to the Scott Act, caleulated to defeat
its intention aud destroy its force, and masmuch as this legislative body does not sub-
sist by the electoral frauclnse of the people, we vegard their course anent the Scott
Act as an extraordinary abuse of their power, n violation of the true prineiples of
responsible government, and an outrage on the moral sonse of the conntry. 2ad.
That n surtable memoriad bo signed by the membees of this meeting and foiwarded to
the hon. the House of Coumnms, prayumyg that they will not allow or pas: any
n;cn.sn.wc that will cubarrass or lunit the present scope or operations of the Ncott
Act.’ .
8t. Thomag.—~At the St. Thomas Mothodist Distviet Meeting a petition was
read and pliced beforo the meeting for signatures praying the Government and Vav-
liament to take such steps as may be necessavy to defeat uny and all amendments to
tho Scott Act that could in any respect lessen its prohibitory character or make more
drfficult its adoption and eaforcement. To tho petition was attached the fullowing
resolution, moved by ‘. R. Eael, and scconded by Walter Roberts, Esq., and unants
mously Zesolved,—*“"Lhat this District Meetin is in full and hearty sympathy with
the Temperance movement in our country, ni especially with the purpose and de-
sigh of the Scott Act.  And while w: carnestly pray that only such chanyges shall be
marde in connection therowith as shall tend to render 1t nore stringent amd more easily
enforced, we strongly protest agawst the amendment of the Scuate, by winch light
wines and other mtoxicating beverages aro to be remdered exempt from the action of
the Scott Act, and alsoagainst all action on this question that is not in the divection of
prolubition.”

Zindsay.—At the Lindsay Mecthodist District Meeting the Temperance canse
received earnest attention in the signing of o petition to tho House of Contnions ask-
ing them not to concur in the Senate’s aniendmenta to the Scott Act. A very strongly-
worded resolution was passed having reference to the speady passage »f the Act in
the tnmediate counties, and also with reference to the Senate amendments to the
Scott Act, us follows : —** At the same tune wo desire to express our grave disapproval
of the proposed amendments to the Act providing for the sale of wine and beer of not
more than 12 per cent. alcohol, it being our firm conviction that such exemptions
destroy to a grent extent the value of the Act. Also, thit we desire the Conference
to reaifirm its contidence in the Scott Act, and to impressnpon all its members the
urgent need of hearty co-operation in carrying out and enforeing it.  And we pledge
ourseh e3 to use all legitimate means for the full euforcement of the Act, and by peu-
tion call upon the members of the Comnons to refuse their sauction to leg.slation
c:lxlcnlaltled"to weaken or annul an Act which has revaved such hearty endovsation nt
the polls.

Mowmarizot.—At the last regular mecting of Star Lodge, No. 743, 1.0 G.T., New-
market, heldon Monday ¢ -ening, 23th ult , thefollowing resolution was unanmousiy
carried, and ordered to be torwarded to Trx CITZE tor pubhication :—Moved by 3ro.
J. 1. Johnnson, seconded by Bro. W. A, Quitelly that, ** Waereas *he Senate of Ci.nuda
aid pass in the year 1878 (in response to many petitions by the people of Canada) an Act
for the promotion of temperance in the countey, ated as the Canada Lemperance Act of
1878, now commouly knewn as the Scott Act; and whereas the peuple of Canada aceept
ed the Act in bona fide good farth, aud have carried the Actin 63 counties and cities of
the Damimon by 2 majority aggregating over 44,000, and have at the present time
cAIPAIERa 1 progress n 29 cities and towns; and whercas the aforesaid Senate of
Canada have, durmg this present session, caused the said Act w be so amended as to
adunt of the sale of heer and wine, containing not more than 12 per cent. of aleohol,
1 connties and cities where the said Act has passed, thus prastically destroyiny the
uscfulness of the said Act and rendering it null and void: Resolvad, therefore, that
this lodgo desires to enter an iudignant protest against the action of the Senate in
breaking faith with the temperance people of this Dominion in detiance of all respeet
tor the principles of responsible goverament. At the same time we desive te express
our warmn apprectation of those hon. members who so nobly stood up for the cause of
temperance and immanity, aud have shown themselves worthy to oceupy & promiuent
position in the councils of the nation.”

Bowmavvillo.—At the Bowmanville Methodist District Meeting strong and em-
hatic woris of dis-ent from the action of the Senate of the Donnnton i their backward
chislatiun‘ in their oflorts to destroy the Scott Act, were uttered by many present,
and all most cordially Joined m siguing a petition to the House of Commons to 1efuse
to sanction the action of the Senate on this important question. "There seemed to be
a pretty strong sentiment s:aong both mumsters and laymen, of all shades of political
fechng, thatif the Senate persists in such obstructive legistation winch is so mani-
festly oppused to the popular will of the country, as the late election in the Scott Act
contest dicates, the sooner these vencrable gentlemen *set their house in oader™
and retire mto obhivion the better for them and the country. <The statement was also
made, and strongly commented upon, that of the twenty-one gentlemen last placed
1 the Senato by the Honorable Premier of the Dommon, cighteen are hiostile to tem-
perance legislation. The following vesolution was submitted :—* That we view with
regret and alarm the action of the Senate in its retiograde legistation on the
subject of temperance, in its mutilation of the Scott Act, which legislation has
alveady had an unhappy effect on the temporance movement m the country, and
which, if ratified by the Commons, and carried mto cffect, would completely destroy
the whole measure, and set at weliance the wishes of the electors, who 1 more than
sixty couuties have by the great majority of over forty thousand expiessed their con-
fidence in the Scott Act, and honestly desiro to sce it m active operation ; and we
carnestly and emphatically desire that the House of Commons will not sanction any
Jegislation that will in any way lessen the cffectiveness of any temperance enactment,
no watter from what source such recommendations may come.”—Carried unani
mously.

Ringston.—At the anuual session of the Montreal Methodist Conference, held
in this city last week, the following resolution, moicd by Rov. D. V. Lucas, and
seconded by Rev. Dr, Donglass, was canie ! amid enthusiastic applause : -

«That we, ministers anid laymen of the Montreal Conference of the Methalist
Chiureh, representmg Methodism throughout tho whole of the T'tuvinee of Quebee and
the eastern portion of the Province of Ontario, assembled in annual conference at tho
city of Kingston, heing decply unpiessed with the baneful ctfects of the sale of aleohol
i the form of beverage, aud always in sympathy with any mecasure caleulated to re-
strict or poibit the sale of such beveage, and having cc ilidence in the Canada Tewm-
perance Act of 1878 as a weasure wiscly framed for this end, desire to express our
very great regret that our legislation of ‘the Canadian Senate should have passed a
resolution looking towards the exemption of certain alcoholic componnds srom the
prolubitory operations of the zaid Canada Temperance Act.




