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HOW OLAIMS WERE SETTLED.

BY DR. FEROUS BLACK, A.M,, G00LWOOD, ONT,

Once on a time, in the agoes loog past,
There exlstedt & country whoee fozests were vant,
And the * Ktug of the foreit,” from just cause vr

oot,
Found bhissubjects nos all quite content with thele
ot §
But they that howled loudest, by night or by day,
Woro those wo class always amoog boasts of prey.
The Tigor and Bear sald the cause of dejection,
Was the fact that their interests all noeded * pro-

tection,”—
That the teasts of tho ficld and the towlsof the ale,
And the fish of the eea, like advantage would sharo,
By a proper regard 10s tho clalms of each class,
And the beast 1hat depted It, must neods boan asm ]
So the Lioa preclalmed {t to bo bis intention,
To dlscuss \no whole subject [ solemn couvention ;
Aud, 1a view that all clasecs might thus have a voice,
Ho asked cach to s¢nd theze a beaat of its cholce,
Doclarlog some piojecs mwight thus be 408 at,
That would render hls subjacts coaknted and fat.
80 broad were bis views, and 80 kind wero his wishes,
That hodid not exc.ude cven josects or fishes,
And, 10 shcw you how widedid hls bounty prevall,
lnvitavions wero scot to tho shark and the whale,
The Conveation was held, but the number was

small
Of those preseot, 1 think, elghtincluded them all.
Tho Lloo, of course, was thea called 80 tho chalr,
And the Wolf, as \i0s-president, also wasthero ;
The Fox was sslected 10 act as their scribe,
Which he took as a mark 0f respcct for hik tribe ,
The Multure's a grand representative disd,
Aud his volco In convention was teoquent!y heard §
And \!:rl Serpent, whoso wisdom's acknowledged by

n;pmeu'ud thelnierests of creaturesthat erawl ¢
W hile the Toad repressated ** Amphibia’s” clalme—
A cisae with queer forms, bLud with far queerer

names.

The Jnsccte had claims which they wished to preeent,

And a Fly was thelr chole, sug azcordingly seat,

And 1ast but not least, 1 mmay mention the Ase,

Who presented {n person & nuinerous class.

The ot .ore now belog daly lostallid

This goxdly Conveution to order wascalled:

And a x;:u: trom tho Shark sald, howor he conld
wisy,

Tobe there 292 good representatite fish :

He had fear that the trip might expose him to
slaughter,

Apd, at best, he'd but * feel llke a fish out of water,”

So ho be:rcd to decline ; but, if it might be,

He'd by glad If they'd mect at hit cave in tho vea,

\\hereh::g give them bhis fin in tho abseoce of

For, at neart, be way onewith this movement og

And letters were read from Hyena ard Bear,
Expreeiog regret that tney could uot te there o

1n {acs, letters cauno there trom beasts ofall kirds,
Some excnslng their atecnte, syme expressing their

miods ;—
But I muost 102, dear reader, attempt to detall,
11 1 A1d g2, my time and my spacs would Loth fail.
A series of grand reeclations tnay pats,
¥ach getting the loudcst supporsfrom the Ase :
Though specches weze made, you may safels rely,
By tte delegates all, not omittisg the Fly.
1nc Lion’s loud vice was heard many a mils,
For his speech was dellvesed io vigorousstyle,
Andzesound d alarover hill and throughglen,
Belng caught and rapeated by echo n.
f1e sald that his subjects were weakened by fastion
And urged thew 1 bo 1oore united {a actioa 5
And that olten unworthy suspicions and tesr,
Prescnted bis meetiag withthose he held dear.
The Wolt, who ln turn, took the fidor fora while,
In a bowling, loud-toned, lacal-preachestst atyle,
Sala thathe with 1His Majestey fully agreed,—
That morn falth facach other was what they did

.

For it was s ceaviction—though poulbl{ wrong—
That the weak ought to traat tRemaeives more to
Andprateateg, 1o tears, that there could be

pretes ATS, ere cou! nosha:
a0 e love 1hat hie felt tor thelnnoceat lamb, o
The ¥ xthes cnd dall the p diog views
3234 be thought thatall beasts cught toeat what

they chodee ;

11 tho tsear, tor example, got tired of Sesh,
He could thes, 1! ns wanted o, try somethlng fresh,
Atd the Lion could then make his dianer oo grass,
and hold Inteodurse sweet with the Ox azd the Ase.
As for lnsectsand birds, the Fox thought 18 oot falr,
To bo uander reateictions o iy io the alr,
Uglog all 20 dlscard this ridiculsus whitn,
And, whea tired of fiying to go tora swim
wh ie&hc sam) right of choico shoud extend to the

h,

To walk on the land, or ts iy, i1 they wish,
2 bough the good ot all creatutes, ©f course, washiy

care,
Vet he c'almed apeciallivo for Loth poultry and hare,
The Fox, then cozcluded, midst grul::ty applause,
Yor hie eloquent sproch 107 the 001 of the cause,
And the Vulture repiled i behall of the bLirds,
That he thacked the good Fox 137 hig kiad, thought.

tol words ;
That be'd guasd all his fricads with the samo watch.
10l care,
\\'ncthx::! clothed 1o pay feathers, or corered with
s

And hly care 814 bot cease with thclzlive, for Sesald,

He had lorefor all Qesd, be it livlozordead.

The Scrpent then said, S wagalways hig way,

To vay nothlag wheat'er Pe tad nothing tomay ;

That he'd never forgot what was taught bim when
youeg,

That **oft tbero 18 wisdom la holding one's tongue,”

And to long-wioded epcakers his mivim applie n,‘“'

¢ Theshoster the speech Iy, the fewer the lics 7°

Atd that u:;ken would stop when thes'd spoken
cBoug!

bt} lh? kucw thedeep meaniag of verbum sap suf,

TEe Toud, in reply, with great power of lung,

Sald ho donbiad the wislom of holdiag his longue ;

Tnat, lna~d, he'd as roon thiok of koldiag his

Yor eltaer, in Lls can would s mpls Lodeath ;
And he stoutly ma'ztalaed thatit now was a tlce,
Whea 10 spoek was ataly, and sllcace actie

And clidmed rights ¢
e:n ":g or his clients fo lsogusge

Whether llving on 1and, or of habits aqaatia.

In re £o the claims of birds, insects, and besats,
110 suld that be did nos object In theleast ;

But, It feathersaad hair alone sympathy wiv,

P’ray what of thoee creatures clothed only inakin ?
1f provislon for thess benot1s1d on the shelt,

1, tor ope, sald the Toad. shall look cut tormyself,
Tho Fly, wk0 In perscn ls graceful asd alry,

With a voloe like a fiute, and » form like a talry,

Sald shothanked the great beasts ‘or thetr noble In.

ntlon,
50 kindly oxpressed In this open Convention,
Ol gusrding

o woak with such brotherly care
Whether d.ecked with gay plumage, or govoreh with

hale
And that, whea theglad news of “protection” should

come,

Amoong fnsoets, aticast, she prodicted a ¢ hum *

The speech of the Ass was both lengihy and loud,
Forto fn Conventlon, he truly wag proud;

And hels like others who've nothing to sy,

The loss there Is 1o him, the louder be'll bray :

Aud, had delegateslistened with hearty good will,
The Ave rgu , pethaps, have been braying there

sti}
Butth‘e‘ro.'?d. who'd been watching his chance on
o 8JF,
l-‘luhe;g’ out his red tongue and quick captured the

Y
‘Whiletho Serpent, as atter events fully showed,
Had boen secrotly leegllag his eye on the T ad,
For ho eagerly seised bim a9 boys seise a voll,
And with soaky contortions, ho swallowed him

whole ;
From hismeal be, however, short comfortdid take,
Forthe Vultare swooped down and e0on gobbled she

Soake;
Butthe Foxon the Vultare fulf quicklydid fall,
Ard ato h'm, hesd, crop, bones and festhers andall.
N-rald Reynard cacape from disaster that day,
Fer he, la histurn, to the Wolf fella prey ;
Then out svrang tho Lion with terriblercar,
And the Walf, with his fangs all to pleces he tore
Aud whenhe had finished his hasty repaat,
Heobserved, * all ourclaims aze usited at Isst s
ALS tho Ase then amured him, on fulless refiection,
He apgmvg.d of thisplan for cachother’s' protec.

on,
That it, ingood time, would its obfectinlfil
Apd 1am t0ld his descendasts are sayiog so still.
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NIAGARA FALLS FORTY YEARS AGO.

LY JOHK FRASER, MONTREAL,
No. 7.

“Did you ever do the Falls, uncle?’ ask-
ed our bright young nephew of aixteen
summers. *No,” we replied, *but the
Falls once did us in a way that cleancd out
our little purse.”
This was over forty years ago. It was
spring-time—in the month of April. We
were then in Toronto, better known a for
years eatlier as “Muddy Little York,”
We bad, what we supposed, & well-flled
purse of English shillings and half-crowns,
amounting, all told, to fifteen dollars and
fitty ccnts, Cash was then scarce in the
West.  All was ““store pay.” Filty to sev-
caty-five pounds & year was then a fair
salary for a young clerk, very little of
which was paid him in cash. His board
coat ten dollars a month, paid in store pay.
Then his clothing was charged to his ac-
count in the store, 30 that & young clerk in
thoss days in tho West, after his board and
clothing wero paid, had mot much over five
> six dollars & moath left him for pocket
mepey ; therefore we considered ourseives
paseiasg rich in having fifteen dollars and
fifty cants i our purse.
We kad given up our old aituation and
made a new engagement to be entered upon
on tho first of May following, and having a
little over two weeks' apare time, and, aa
wo thought, & well.filled purse, thoe question
was where to go and how to spend it to the
beat advantage in sight-2eeing, Fortunate.
ly wo found a companion, & genuine young
Hibernian, well informed, about our own
age, having a littlo spare time, too, and
equally rich, our two united purassamount-
ing to alittle over thirty dollars; =0 we
joined bands, and a visit to the Falls of Ni.
agara was decided on,  The vulgar term of
“doing the Falls” was not knownin our
young days.  Oar baggage was not heavy.
Beaides tho clothes wo wore, a small carpet
bag containing a changoe of linen, socks,
ole,, & mackintoth and a walking atick
comprised our whole baggsge. Travelling
was cheap in those daya, :

It was on a Saturday morning In the
wonth of April, that wo walked on board
the steamer to cross Lake Ontario to

Queenaton, from which place there was a
horso car to Drummondville, within a mile
of tho Falls, The trip from Torontn to
Drommondvillo cost us three dollars,

Woe entered the head innin the village,
an unpretending place, and arrangoed for
two weeks' board and lodging at half a dol-
lar a day each, This wmounted to fifteen
dollara for both of us for the two weeks, by
which our purso was ligutened one-balf.
Wo had comfortable quarters; there were
no visitors but ourselves at that timo at tho
Falls, Our host was igoorant of our wealth.
Wo kopt that secret to ourselves, main.
taining o dignified veserve, no doubt put-
ting on a few little airs, as most travellers
do. No perscoal iu the local papers an-
nounced our arrival, but onr appearance
being respectabls commanded respect in
the village, which we had all to our-
selves,

The ncxt morning, Sunday, an April
morning, we strolled down a‘ter breakiast
to bavo our first view of tho Falls of Nisg-
ara. The constant and continued roar, or
rathor thunders, from tho tumbling rapids,
rang in our ears tho wlole of tho previous
night. It was music grandand wild. It
chimed in and was in sccord with our
youthful tastes, It was a charming morn-
ing, with blossom and bloom overhead.
Thero was silence all around—tho silence of
a Sabbath morning in & quist country side.
Nothing was heard save tho song of birds—
the early spring notes of those little choris-
ters of the woods, andthe thunders of Niag-
ara ascending high and far above, mado us
fecl somehow as if wo had been transported
to fairyland.

1o cannot, even at this lapre of time,
find words to truly cxprees our fcelings—
tho fecliogs which crept over us as we ap-
proached tho mighty cataract, where the
waters of Lako Erie and the other upper
Iakes find their outlet into Lake Oantario
over a space lcas than a quarter of a miloin
width. Ounr thoughts—our feclings, as wo
strolled down from tho villago of Drum-
mondville on that April Sunday morning,
over forty years ago, with the song of birds
an3 the thunders of the cataract sounding
inour cars, aud blossom and bloom over-
head, to have our first full view of the Falle
of Nisgara !

“Proud demon of the wators!' we ex-
olaimed, “Thou, around whoso dark acd
stormy brow, circles the nainvow's varied
gem ¥ There we stood for tho firat time,
gazing in wonder and infinitedelight on that
mighty mass of water as it rolled in majes-
tic aplendor over its rock-bound summit, in
an almost unbroken wave, into tho yawning
whirlpool below 1 “Come,” we said, “‘cx-
preasive silence,” muse ita praise !

There wero no guide books in thoto carly
days to instruct tho visitor “how to do the
Falls,” as it is vulgarly termed. We were
entirely guided'by our former limited read.
ipg and by our open cyes, and we did them,
the falls, to our entiro satiafaction, and per-
haps better than the many thousands who
yearly visit them.  Wo often smile to hear
peoplo ask which is the beat scwon to visit
the falls? Wa havoe often heard the expres.
alon of disappointment—*‘That few visitors
were thore, no people of note 1" What did
they go for? Was it to seo and mect with
congregated shoddy? Or was it to view one
of tho grandest sights on this continent?

The Falls of Niagara aro the samc at all
scaaons—2pring’imo, summer or winter. Weo
have ainco visited them ot all zonsons, and
were wo .sked tho beat time to do 30 we
would, without hesitation, say, winter. We
once visited them dumriog the month of
March, when the wholo mass of ico from

Lako Edic camo rushing over the falls in

such quantities that the river from the town
of Nisgara upwards got jammed, forming a
bridge of ico for miles, Fow visitors have
scen this geand aight. At another time we
saw, on an carly frosty apring morning, the
wholo of the surrounding trees covered with
fcicles, caused by the spray from tho falls,
hanging and swinging from the branches,
ond glistening and disappearing under the
raye of the sun, affording & sight which
no pen can doscribo nor pencil paint.

The whole neighborhood has many attrac
tiona besides tho falls. It was springtime
on our first visit, The surrounding country
is famca for its old homestcaas and ita fruit
orchards and flowor gardens, being the earli-
est sottled part of Western Canada by tho
U. E. Loyalists, The wholo countryside
was then fn bloom. The apple, the pear,
and the peach orchards, with the cherryand
plam gardens, in the old Nisgara district,
the then garden of Canada, werein full blos-
som, Couple this grand sight with that of
tho falls, and the reader will say that we,
two young tourists, were more fortanato in
our time of “*doing the falls” than most visi-
tors.

After our firat few days, still keeping
Drummondville for our headquarters, we
arranged to visit the different battle ficlds
on the Niagara frontier. The field of Lun
dy’s Lano is within ten minutes’ walk of
Drummondville ; Queenston Heights a little
over an hour's walk ; Chippewa about thoe
samo distance ; old Fort Erie, opposite Buf
fzlo, some six or seven hours’ walk upwards
along the banks of tho Nisgara River; and
Stoney Creck, about seven miles from Ham
ilton, on the Grimsby road.

All those old Canadian battle fields were
1aid down in our programme of this viait,
which we faithfally carried out. Im our
next wo shall fight over ‘Lundy’s Lane,”
that ever-momorable Canadian battle field.
o

OBJEOTIONS TO PROHIBITION.

BV A, BOOD, BARRIR,

It appears to me to be out of place to dis-
cnes compensation before either tho justice
of prohibition has been proved, or its advis-
ability established; becanso a failure to
succezafully defend cither of thess conten-
tions would leavo its considcration unneces-
sary; if a prohibitery law is wrong no
amount of compensation would make it
right ; if prohibition is proved right it will
then bo in order to show that compensaticn
should follow, Still, I cannot overlook tho
fact that thoso who propoto to destroy tho
valuo of property and deprive numbers ef
individuals of their means of makingalivirg
without compensating them for losscs, are
pursuing a very dangerous courso. They
aro catablishing a precedent for unjust sod
oppressive leghalation, that may be thestep-
ping-atone to a still moro acrious .attack <
our liberties in tho future ; and at tho same
timo they aro by tho inculeation of false
principles —by tho advocacy of auch glaring
iojustice from overy platform, and cvery
pulpit, wherever the English language is
apokea—disvegarding in thatadvocacy those
principles of atrict justico by which every
right minded man should be guided, and
implanting in thé minds of the rising groer-
ation a habit of allowing strict principlo to
give placo to cxpediency, and tamperiog
with their moral scnsibilities in & way that
will inflict » greater injury on their guiditg
principles, their senso of right and wron,
than liquor will ever inflict on their bodics.

I will stats briefly the grounds on which
my opposition to the Scott Act, orany other
prohibitory meaxure, is based, Xero letme
say that it is strictly for » principle that 1
contend, never having used liquors of any
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