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' Oh! yes it ijs, mother!' said Willv, Many would have rcasoncd thus 1-"
eagzerly. 'The boys were skating on «it ",Mother thouglit perbaps there wau dan-

ye~tedav.ger, but she (11(1 net know how strong the
'But you know, my son, the weather ice is, and if she was bere and could 8ee

hm. been very warmn for several days, aîîd how nîiistaken 8he ilî, she would Certainly
the ice cannot be verv tbieký, se i think net object, to My cnjoying myseif ivith the
you hiad botter wait a hittle longer before i'est.'
yvou takze yotir new skates to the pond.- Stîdden1y, ia t.he inidst of the general
There wilI be plenty of cold weather befoe enýjoyment, the Qry was beard that sonie
long, aînd tiiero wîll be nio danger on the eue 'had broken liu I Many, in their aiar*ni,
ice. You inuist liet go on tl e pond te- hiasiened to the shore, while othiers man te)
day.' the rescue. The ice ini oue spot liad provedx

' But, imother,' pleaded Willy, with dis- too we.tk. One of the skcaters had broken
appointe4 oks 'can't 1 go dlown and sec threngh into watcr ten feet deep, and wvas
fic boys skate? L'il proinise îîot to, go on no'v striiig( in the rniist of broken

tlie~ ~ ~ ieeifuuwil ly let nie go with fmîncîa eit bie, and loud]y caliiug toi

WiWilly,' replicd bis mother, ' you Lt wvas one vf Willv's cotnpqains, who
ean go if you will promise me that yeni liad gene uipon the ieagaitist the expreffl
will kçel) off the 1)011(, aîîd be back home eoitnmttids of bis fatheî'. Somne were

iYes, inother, 1 wil, answered Willy v, set h driin1 vboy;v budcav c

as hoe ran jeyfully te) meet bis, coiipamon1011ý-, oaavo wav betteatlî thieir wveiglit. Several
leaving bis iiOw skîtes behind hlmii. Tlie 'cy tînsle preipiate irtte ewater,
soon reaclîcd t'le pon 1, wbere they fouid at :inîd thie danger of rernainiuJ on the pond
groat many nmen and boys giMing to- and wa; a pparent
tro on iLs snîo>thLI sur-fitce, soine <i.ltln<r Tho~ ic was breaking upr. Th)e panib
swiftlv forwvard, o the(rs skatingf) bakar caine universal. Thsrqy nbiy vwas
and seie elîîgagied in gracefuliv (Mtting ei ' aheesugttrrvd o i
figures onuh Ui be, to the delliglit cf the owrisfev
!eekers-ou sw'ho stooil on the b The.rp1  Peor fà11ow! lie sank at len.-th for the
icS, ho'vever, w:îs qiuite seft, and so weîli last tinme, and bis boedy wns net reeovered
tbit iany wvcrù afraid te venture upen, it; ilntil the, ne\t day.
in Many pluecs there wero uide craicks Witli a sad heart, MWillY, Nvho bact wit-
aeress its surface, and semne portions of it nessed titis calaîiiiv frein, the shore, return-
were overflowed by wator. cd te bis homoe, thaîîikftl thiat lie had been

Lt was a gay and exciting sene to Willy, edetc agr u a enmbet
amd as lie stood onl the 1>ank, slirveviug t rkittn 1 tto.Ibdh iece i
witb, satisfaction aIld plecîsure, hoe fe)rP-'t foi ither, the fate of lus cempanien mighlt
a tinie bis ewn disappointrnent lu net, bein aebo uson
permitted te join tlue ~ktîcbut wlien lie 'Hoinor thiv father and b obr'b
sAw the boys whe had aeomîpanieÀ Iii ltinfle stii>tsoidei(e d their mother andy
buc'kilig on thieir. skates in great g10e anîd svbll etjoy the rewvard înet oiily in this

off;u cin i ever: direction, lie beg)an te werld, but tîreugli eternity.
tluiîk that bis inether Iii beer i mistaken
iabout the streiigth cf the ice, and thit if LENT, NOT GLVEN.
Rhe had rtcally known how stronig it was, Chidren, reaic.friends, heneours, hiom
s'he weuld bave given hlm permission te, lands, and en(lewnients, the geeds of nature.
skiate upon it. Ue was eotitinually urge d na fortune, nay, eveii of grace itscht; are en}y
by tlue other boys to corne on the pond.- lent. Lt is our niisfortiic te f tncy thvey are
TLuey offered to lend him, their skates, and gven. We start, therefore, anid are angr
masiired hlm that the ice was strong enougli. when the loan is called in. We think out-

* sad tat herewasne ange, bc Wllyselves nuwters wlwn we are onlv steward.4; andand hatther wmno dtigr, bt Wllyfdrget tliat to eaeh ef us willit illee dlay lie
wJaeok hisà head and reînained on the bank. d, "M v nacute tytwrsîp o

LIow rnany beys would have yiolded te thion maysyct be îîo lonuger steward."'-[Biîihop
lhe temuptation! ilemHone.
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