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THE NECESSITY OF SCRIPTURE LIBERALIY,

i 8ee that ye abound iit this grace alse.”—2 Cor. viii, 7.

(Contintied from page 508.)

2. Let us consider—The necessity of
Seriptural demavolenie in the Christian
character.—When wé find any duty exten-
Fi"ely neglected, we are apt to settle down
1oto the persuasion that it is a miatter of
§itlle importatice, anid may be set dside with
'mpunity. But the great question is—not
What are the views, or the feelings, or the
P’ﬂctice of men, whether many or féw, but
~~what are the mind and purpose of God.
And a little atteiition to His Word will
onvince all, who sincerely desire to know
Hlis mind on the sulject, that benevolence
8 a8 indispensable a feature in the charac-
ter of His people as any other grace.

(1.) In.proof of this statement, consider
1@ commands of God respecting the exer-
% of the grace of liberality. And whatber
¥ look to the Old or to the New Testa-
Nent, we find the uniformity of the require-
Nent 49 be so etitire, a8 to show that the
:"De spirit pervades both Testametits, and

3 the command reapecting the excteise
*f benevolence is unchangeable as the cha-
::‘“el‘ of God. The injunction to the Jews
n“- “Thou shalt not harden thy beart,
«rshut thine hand from thy poor brother.”
. bhou shalt Upen thine hand wide unto
«J Poor and to thy needy in the land.”
ug k judgment, relieve the oppressed,
wy 8¢ the fatherless, plead for the widow.”

® Mot this what I require; to deal thy
W to the hungry, and that thou bring
\vhy Poor that are cast out to thy house?

i;:? thou sevst the naked that thou cover
iy and that thou hide not thysclf from
® own flesh 1"
‘\te: the New Testathent the duty is incul-
% “h‘ﬂ a variety of ways. Christ exhorts
Y up théasures in heaven” by works

of benevolente. So indispensable did he
gsteem thia feature, that he parted with one
in whom he sa# something that was lovely,
because he refused to exercise benevolence
as required. “One thing thou lackest,”
hesaid to the youtig man—he was destitute
of the spirit of behevoletice, and in this
state he could tiot enjoy eternal life. The
writitigs of the Apostles abound with in-
structiotis ofi this subject. “To do good
and to communicate, forget nctj for with
such sacrifices God is well pleased—distri-
bute to the necessities of the saints—put
on bowels of merey, be kitid, tender-Learted
—be rich in good works; ready to diatri-
bute, willing to communuicate.” * Let us
not love in word, neither in tongue, but in
deed and in truth.” Search the Scriptures,
and tell if you can find many other truthe
which are urged on our attention by so
many comands, and ih 80 many modes
of exptession. We thus see that God has,
from the first, been watching the workings
of the human heart, and knowing the con-
tracting; deadening influence of our natural
selfishness, he gives command upon com-
mand, that all may see that this feature of
character canhot be disregarded, without
casting off his authority, and setting at
nought his most express declaratione.

(2.) The design of God by the plan of
redemptiot’ i8 to bring all, who will be
saved, to attain a character resembling the
character of Christ. Man was created at
first in the image of God, and the plan of
redemption, which is designed not only so
restue him from the ruin occasioned by
sin,; but to exalt him to hkppinqss, qualifics
Lim fof dnjoying that happiness, by reator-
ing him to that likeness to God from which



