THE GOOD
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“in g 88 We offend; but by feeliug, that
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u‘t‘!e; Oart.; by kuowing that all is wrong
Uy ag °ns:t ’?“"1 has torn us from God, and set
hilg God; and that we canuot rectify,
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way will it be 8o clearly seen that sin’s seat
and sin'’s virulence are within the heart, that
conduct is but the movement which the engine
within has commtinicated, and that @ life of
trifling with God is as sure an indication of
deceitful, cursed sin reigning, as the life mark-
ed by vices we detest, or by crimes at which
we {remble,

The mother, sitting in her chamber, singing
a lullaby, to soothe the sick child upon her
lap is worthily employed in holy duty. The
words of the nursery song may be undiluted
nonsense, but the man, who would deunounce
the mother and her ditcy, in these ¢ rcum-
stances, as sinful, is simply an ass. Let the
same mother, if such a case be imaginable,
sit singing the same song, while her child is
playing on the bank of a rapid river, and in
real danger; let her continue to sing when her
child has fallen into the stream and is swept
away by the swiit current, and she is either
insane ot a monster. So while the invitations
of the gospel remain unheeded, while the soul
is in danger of eternal ruin, which may over-
take any Christless sinner in a moment, if you
had never perpetrated a deed to make you blush
and seek coucealment and forgetfulness, if
you had never done aught but sleep and wake,
and eat and drink, entirely overlooking the
graud business of life,—~the service of your
God-~regardless of the interests of the im-
mortal soul, your most precious and responsi-
ble charges~incredulous to the voice of
warning,~loving folly, hating reproof, you
were playing, mocking, while your soul was
on the brink of ruin. Your conduct was
insane or monstrous. You were verily guilty,
aud were temptiug God. Drunken Nubal
when he came to himself, and learued what
danger he had been in, was so overcome by
the thought that he sickened and died. Did
we know something of the nature of the
second death, the spirit’s death, and how near
the verge of the abyss we stood, or may he
standing yet, that knowledge might unhinge
the strongest mind amoug us,

‘Well, we are sinners, and our sins will find
us out.

. IIL In these circumstances what onght we

to do? .Eundeavqur first of all to satisfy your-
selves of the truth or falsehood of the doc-



