514

to come within sight of such a high at-
tainment. To live in this world, and yet
keep ourselves uncontaminated by its in-
fluence, pure in heart and life, scems as
impossible as to be immersed in water and
vet keep dry; or to walk a muddy road,
and keep onr garments clean; or to take
fire into our bosom and not be burned.-—
Well, if not more impossibie than these, it
can be dene. It has been done—to some
cxtent at least, by help of Him who says,
¢ My grace is sufficient for thee.”

To be plunged overbead in water, and
vet keep dry, is not impossible. From
rocking boat, or sandy shore, observe yom
sea-fow] poised on white wing above the
deep!  Catching sight of her prey, see!
she descends like a flash of Nght, diving
into the belly of the wave; eve long she
emerges, and bearing no touch of damp on
her snowy plumage, riges into the air with
feathers dry as the eagle’s that springs
from the rock to soar in sunny skies,——
With feet webbed to swim, and broad
sails to fly, and warm downs to preserve
her heat, God has furnished this bird with
an oil, that, coating her feathers, protects
them from the toueh of water. Noris it
impossible to crawl undefiled in mire.——
How often have I seen a ereeping thing

come wriggling out of the fonlest mud,

pure, clean, without a speck on its ringed
and slimy form. Andif God enables it by
a fluid secreted from its lubricious skin to
pass through defilement undefiled, may not
the Christian say, Shall He take such care
.of the poor worm that we tread upon, and
not preserve from worse poliution those
whom He has\ called to heaven, and
redeemed with the blood of His beloved
Sont

« He who His Son, most dear and loved,

Gave up for us to die,

hall He not all things freely give

That goodness can supply?”

Graut that contact with a sinful world
ia like taking fire into our bosom ;—it does
not follow that we shall certainly be burn-
ed. With the trouliled king, Ins nobles,
and the eager multitude that crowd round
the fiery furnace, look at these three
Hebrews!  Their naked feet are on glow-
ing coals! they bregthe the burning flame!
and vet they come forth, no hair singed on
beard or eyelash, nor smell of fire upon
their clothes. ‘
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THE GOOD KEWS.

We might weot this difficnlty with adt
answer as the holy Leighton ouce gave.™
such another plea. Grieved with the WY
happy state of his country, and the faillt®®
of hisown well-meant attemnpts to recop¢?
his countsymen to prelacy. and stop
bleody cruelties of the time, he had retl!
into Kngland to pass the clonded evenind- |
of his life in the house of a married sstel’
Having a family, she had seany domest®
cares; and cumbered by them, she ot
far short of his elose and devout walk with
God. ©One day. addressing her brothef
who had never marricd, she said, “¥
easy for you to live a life; it is easy
you to live a holy life; itis otherwise Wit
me; with children and rany housebo
cares to occupy my thoughts and engt®
my attention, such a life as yours is to ™
impossible.”  With one blow of his gent
hand, Leighton demotished her plea, {
engaged in no argumeunt, nor set Binuse?
to prove her wrong, but kindly turning N
her, and quoting God’s own word, he s#1%
“Enoch walked with God, and hegat 509
and danghters.” Like her, many deet?
high degrees of grace beyeud their reach?
therefore they aim low, and in consequen®®
of .that their attainments are low; for % .
are so fortunate as the son of Kish, wh
leaving home to seek his father’s ﬂ""esa
found & crown on the way. We exp®
too little; and to those who would disin¥
this subjeet, abandoning all efforts after ?
purity which they deem as impossible !
this world, as to live in water, or breat
unhust in fire, ¥ have an answer, dra®”
also diawn from the Word of God—3"
arrow taken from the quiver where U
good Avehibishop found his shaft. Wb“r
saith the Lord? He puts the cuse in'yo! {
own form, and taking vour very figures
five and water, says, * When thou pﬂﬂ"#
through the waters I will be with thee, an
through the waters they shall not overflo
thee; thou shalt walk throngh the fire, 2"
not be burned, ncither shall the flame B
dle upon thee.” be

To keep themselves mospotted from ¢
world, 3 it8

God's people are carefully to avoid?
vices.

There is much vice in the wO_T](!'/.
Thousands make no profession of religio?’
having broken loose from their anch® 7
and drifted into practical infidelity 4%




