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G onununications.

OUR IIOME MISSION WORK.—No. 2.
(7o the Editor of the Canada Presbyterian Record.)

Sir,—Tt is very desirable, when speaking of any plan or proposal, fully to
understand what is meant, fur, otherwise, of course we may be thinking of one
thing, and others of somcthing very different. I rather fear that, with regard
to the CesTrar Fuxp, there has been a good deal of this misapprehiension. I
may be wrong; but it is my impression that some of the brethren think that
in establishing such a fund, there would be something like interference with the
liberty of congregations, and that ail connected with the denomination would
bo obliged, or at any rate enjuined, to forward ell their missionary contributions
to the Synod's Treasurer, and Presby teries be instructed to deal with defaulters
Y according to law.”

If any have such an impression, T cannot wonder at their determined oppo-
sition to such a Fund. I, however, they would only consider the matter alittle
they would sce that such is not and canuot be the idea of those who are
earnestly solicitous for the establishment of such a central synodical scheme.
1 greatly mistake, if there is a single member of Synod, who would wish to u~e
the slightest coercion in the case, or trench in the smallest degree on the full
liberty of individuals and congregations.  All that is proposed, as far as I un-
derstand the matter, is, that cungregations be invited and encouraged to send
in what contributions they may think proper, to the Synod's Treasurer, in
order to form a Synodical Home Missivn Fund, entirely analogous to the Foreign
one. or that for the French Canadian Sudiety 5 that the Fund thus formed be ad-
ministered by a Conmittee appointed by Synod, net independently of Presby-
teries, but through means of them. and that, far from its being intended, or
calculated to interfere with Presbyterian action, or the full development of local
activitics, it is expected, as it is most carnestly desired, to second and sustain
the one, aud bring out more completely and satisfactorily, the full vigour of the
other.

In the absence of any such fund, many would find great difficulty in discov-
ering a way, by which they might help in evangdlizing the country ; or, atany
rate, help them who stoud most in need of other assistance.  Some congrega-
tions, no doubt, might, from the suggestion either of the ministers or of soine
of the members who huew the facts of the case, take one or more struggling
causes under their special care, and foster them, as far as pecuniary help
at any rate, was concerned, for a few years.  This has often been done, and in
general not wuch to the satisfaction of cither party.  Better that, than nothing
but better, in st cases, somcething else, if possible. At the very best, it is
an irregular, incomprehensive way of going to work, and if universally acted
upon, nught allow just thuse particular causes, which required sympathy and
assistance most to languish and disappear.  There may, of course, be cougre-
gations that know =0 well the circumstances of others, that they feel con~tiamed
to assist them., Well, be it so—they can do o with perfect propriety, and
assist a general Fund at the same time.  Or, the procealdings of a particular
Preshy tery may, to sume neighbouring congrogations, appear so interesting and
important, that they feel constrained to help them diveefly ; well, in such a
case, also, no one would have any reason to object, except that they were acting
80 far, in ignorance of the whole field.  But, while there may be such isolated
cases, there will be an ever increasing number, where any desire is to do the
greatest awount of guod with their cvatributions, and whe haviag ne particular
regard fur one place more than another, wish simply, that their ibundance
should st efficicntly supply some othier lack.  For suck, a central Fund, is
Just the very thing; and the Committee of Synod are simply their administra-



