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OUR IIOME MISSION WORK.-No. 2.

(7'o the Editor of the Canada Presbyterian Lccord.)

Sir,-It is very desirable, when speakîing of any plan or proposal, fuilly to
understand whbat is mieant, fur, otherwise, of course w e may bc thiiking of one
thing, and others of soncthing very different. I rather fear that, with regard
to the CENTiRA L Fei n, there bas been a good deal of this misapprehension. I
may bc n rong; but it is ny impression that sone of the brethrcn thiinlk that
in establising such a fiud, tlre would be sonething like iiiterfereiice with the
liberty of congregationis, and thîat ail connected with the denomination would
bc oldiged, or at anv rate eijoined, to forward all their mi.sionary contributions
to the Syniod's 'Ireasurc-, and Presbyteries be instructed to deIA m ith dJfaulters
" according to law."

If any have suich an impression, I cannot wonder at tlieir determined oppo-
sition tu suci a Fund. If, hiowever, they would only consider the natter a little
they would see that such is not and caiot bc the idea of tiose w ho are
earnestly solicitous for the establishment of suci a central synodical sîchne.
I greatly mii'.take, if there is a single miember of Synod, m ho would s )lh to Ie
the slightest coercion in the case, or trench in the smallest degrec on the full
liberty of individuals and congregations. All that is proposed, as far as I un-
derstand the iatter, is, that congregations lie invited and cncouragtd to send
in what contribution-s they nay tlink proper, to the Sy nod's Treasurer, in
order to forn a SyiiodicalIHme Mission Fund, entirely analogous to the Foreign
one. or that for the French Canadian Sut iety ; that the Fund thus formed be ad-
ministe cd bv a Comiittee appointed by Synod, not independently of Presby-
teries, but through means of thein . and that, far fromn its being iitiended, or
calculated to iunttrfere w ith Presb>yterianî action, or the full dvtiel eit of local
activîties, it is e\Petetd, as it is mnost earnestl> desired, te sccond and sustain
the one, and briug out mure completely and satisfactorily, the full i igour of the
other.

In the absence of any such fund, many would find great difficulty in discov-
ering a way, by which the iiigit help ii evangteliziig the country ; or, at any
rate, help them who stood most iii need of otlher assistaiice. Sone congrega-
tions, io doubîîht, miiiglht, fron the suggestion either of the ministurs or of sone
of the uembers who knen the facts of the case, take one or mure striggling
causes uider their special care, and foster tlicm, as far as pecuniary lelp
at any rate, was conceried, for a few years. This has often been done, and in
general not muich to the satisfaction of either party. Better itat, than iothing ;
but better, in most cases, souething clse, if possible. At tie very best, it is
an irregular, intoimlprehensive way of going to work, and if tuniversally acted
upon, Iîight allow just thse-. particular causes, whici required sympathy and
assistance mlost, to lauishigtiis and disajpear. here Inay, of course, be congre-
gatiois that kiow ,0 n eIl the circuiistunccs of othtrs, that they feel coitu aiied
to assist theui. Well, be it so-they can tIo so with perfect propriety, and
assist a general Fund at the sane time. Or, the procceedings of a particular
Presb3 ter% nav, to soine àeighiibouring congrigations, ajpar so iittrestiig iand
importunt, that they feul conîstrained te lelp tihem liec/ry ; well, in suli a
case, also, no one m ould hai% e an) reason to object, e.wept that they w cre aLting
so far, in ignorance of the w hle field. But, N lile there nay be soi h isolated
cases, there ii lie an ctr increasing nuiiber, uihîere any deire i., to do the
greatest ailiouiit of god wn ah their conutributions, and w ho ha% ing no particular
regard for oune place more than another, w ish simply, that their aiundance
shiou!d iot ellii 'eitly suppy somue other lack. For xad a central Fund, is
just the very thing i and the Comutittee of Synod are simply their administra-


