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The sources of danger of traclicotomny are :
i. Hoemnorrhage; (which an adynamnic disease is

intolerant of),
2. iErysipel.a32, (by no nicans infrequent).
3. Gangrene.
4. Necrosis of cartilage. (Not always easy to

prevent berause of the shape of the tube and the
possibility of its bearings being chianged and ren-
dered unduly hienvy by reason of swclling.

5. Sepsis throughi the wound.
6. Ulceration of trachea and sepsis tIierefron.
7. P.lugging Of desiccated mucus about the

lower inner end of the outer cannula, whichi miay

flot be remnoved by the reioval of the inner
cannula, and sudden asphyxia and deatti.

Considering the gravit>' of thiese dangers, thc
1)ossibility of thecir occurrence, and iîideed their
frequency and uncontrollable charactet, the
imipossibility of diagnosing the conldtion of the
lungs iii thiose cases of extrenie dyspnSoa and the
dread which Utie friends of a patient always have of
a cutting operation, and coniparing thcmi %ith the
sources of danger iii intubation iii which the resuits
ire flot inferior, intubation ini diphtheritic croup
should be adv;sed as genurally preferable to
tracheoto-nv.

CORRESPON DENCE.

FROM OUR SOUTHERN CORRESPONDENT.

To the Editor Of 11IDAICAL 5ctv.ENCxF

AiKEN, Jan. ixqth, 1889.
It seems hardly possible that within so short a

time, it is possible to separate oneself froin the
blincli'g storni and blizzard which, occurrin., on
January 9th, caused so niuch destruction throuigh-
out the Northern States and Canada, and to find
onescîf in a climate, where roses and carnelias are
in blooin in the outer air, where ploughing and
planting have been begun, and the catkin blossoros
are appearing oh the salix in the danip -rounds
along the streanis. Yet so it is, and the ivarni
rains during the past wveek and the ohirrup of frogs,
ail proclaim, that spring bas corne at a moment
wtNhen the newspapers tells us that Montreal rejoices
in three feet of snow, and that the glories of a
Canadiani winter are only just beginning.

To our readers it may flot be îvholly uninteresting
to give in something like a connected nianner, the
incidents and progress of our trip to the south, our
party consisting of* thre Canadians, whom our
negro femme de chambre euphemistically cails
Ciquite a gentl'inen squahd.-' The journey to New
York took about twenty hours, and there havingy
arrived, we found convenient quarters and spent a
glorious tw-ent-iy-f'our hours witth a bngtsunshine,
which many were found enjoying, basking in it
sitting on th.- seats in Madison Square. We nmade
calîs on several o]d friends, and found Dr. William
Porter, a friend known to niany Canadians, in good
health and spirits, and Dr. Albert H. Buck engaged

iii bis cosy quarters Up town, alternately between
seeing patients and editing proof for what inay
be called an encyclopS-dia, "WVood's Reference
J-andbook of the Nîtdical Sciences." Th'le state
of one of the trio's health caused the propriety of
taking steamer south, in preference to ticeteclious
railway travel, to be seriously discussed, and after
deliberation we decided to take passage on the
splendid steamer Talahassee, of the Ocean Steam-
ship, Company's Line, for Savannah. Our choice
wvas a fortuniate oîie, and during the flfty-four hiours
of the passage we enjoyed an ocean voyage whichi
proved in every way to be almost cverything that
could be desired. Our greatest invalid began
the flrst evening on board to cat meals îvith a
relish to whichi he had been a stranger for îveeks,
and his appetite has gone "with a gallop' ever
since. Sinilarly, sleeping, which withi ail of us hiad
been at a premiumn for sorne time«past, came to us
under the soothing influences of the ocean breezes,
and nothing but pleasure ivas with us until we
began to round Cape H-atteras.

The niost that could be said of it ivas thar the
sea was a choppy one, and the vessel rolled, when
no longer steadied by the wind in ber sails, to an
extent which placed one of us hors de combat in a
very uncompromising mnanner. Our third day wvas
perfect. Running southwesterly along the coast
of thce Carolinas, wve met vessels coniing from
Savannah, Charleston, and the. Indies, the major
portion going to that wonderfui port of New York,
the emnporium for a whole continent.

By sunset ive came iii sight of the rnouth of the


