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woùld eontribute more to save surgical. and obstetric patients
phlebitic aud other analogous disorders thaxn a total ýchange ù
preseut system of hospital practice. 1 bave ofteu stated and ti
that if our present medical, surgical, and obstetric hospitals
chauged from being crowded palaces-with a layer of sick in
flat-into villages of cottagres wýithi one or, at iuost, two patien
eac~h roomn, a great saving of hunian if e would be effeeted; and i
village were constructed of iron-as is sometimes doue for othier
poses-iustead of brick or stone, it could he taken down and rý
every few years--a matter, appareutly, of mucli moment in ho
hygiene.' 'Since the date mentioneod,' lie continued, 'l have con
on many ocasions with inany medical men on this subjeet, I
,fouud, !however, that to niost professional mnen it oeemed to b.e
gether a kind of niedical heresy to doubt that our numerons and spl
hospitals for the sie.k poor could by any possibility be auglit thu
stitutions as benefieial iu the practiesi results as they were beni
iu their practical objýecta. When acting iu 1867 at Belfast as Pre
of the Public Health Section of thie National Asso>ciation for the
motion~ of Social Science, 1 spoke on the subject of Ilospitaliin at
leugtk, iu iy Inaugural Addaress sud propounded the questioi
what exteut are bospituis, as at present oonstrueted, banes or bleui
and, liow eau. they b. êhanged s'> as t'> couvert them froni the £ý
to the. latter? I! eoucluded my remarks on this point by again su
lng publiely tihat t> render our hospitals as healthy -and usel
possible, and iu order to< acequire sufficient space and air and iso
for their sieiv inmates, tliey should be changed froni wards into i
frein sts.tely mansions into simple cottages, frein stone aud n


