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the profession from such lectures wrould be im-
portant, but of even more importance would be the
encouragement afforded to the more gifted and
aspiring of our own Canadian physicians and
surgeon9. As Canadians we nay feel proud of our
country and of its physicial and political excellen-
cies, but we may rest assured that, so far as we
medical men are concerned, others will estimate
us by the reasonable and practical standard of our
contributions to medical knowledge and by our
scientific attainments. No-conservative clinging to
obsolete methods on the one hand, or the multipli-
cation of weak meretricious literature on the other,
can impose upon the learned in the professional
world, and the sooner we create strong incentives
to scientific work the sooner will the workers be
forthcoming. I would here offer the suggestion
that this Association take into consideration the
establishment of lectureships similar to those in
England and other older countries.

Of all means enumerated for the advancement
of medical science, individual effort undoubtedly
ranks first. Associations can teach and stimulate,
but they can never supply the place of study and
observation. Truth only yields her wealth to him
who lays seige to her shrine. Emerson says the
hardest task in the world is to think. We try to
look in the face an abstract truth, and we cannot
do it. The mind swerves from the encounter, and
thick darkness prevails. . We return to the charge
and try to force Truth from her citadel, and then
in a moment, when we least expect it, a rif t in the
cloud comes, a ray penetrates our minds, light
floods in more and more, until objects, dim at first
from sudden light in dark places, become real
shapes, and we gauge their dimensions and esti-
mate their proportions with unerring exactitude.
Few truths are discovered but by this laborious
process, and because we evolve them slowly and
often only partially by delving beneath the surface
of things, it is better to labor so than not to work
at all, for when the surface is broken and dis-
turbed, others wil see clearly what we only half
perceive, others will perfect what we are able only
to dimily outline.

It requires no prophetic eye to perceive the
fuure greatness of Canada. Her vast extent, and-

ried and inexhaustible natural resources, every-
here.abounding, are such that it would seem im-

Possible for any series of unfortunate events, to
stei her progress, or to divert her course in the
contest of nations for pre-eminence in all that con-
tittes trùe greatness. The spirit of progress is

alroad and armed with the all-compelling weapons
Of màodern invention, hampered by no medieval ab-

-rtesand thwarted by no ignorant prejudices;

we are justified in entertaining the most exalted
and hopeful view of the future of our country, and
may deem ourselves fortunate in bearing a part in
the development of so fair a heritage. .As phy-
sicians, the part we assume is not an insignificant
one. To enact wise laws, to encourage commerce,
to preserve peace within our borders, and to con-
mand the respect of neighboring nations are ob-
jects worthy of the most exalted ambition and
the most patriotic determination ; but will it be
said that the aims of medical science are less
exalted or less conducive to national prosperity or
individual happiness? To cure disease, to alle-
viate suffering, to extend the limit of human life,
to enlarge the field of human usefulness, to be able
to prevent disease by removing the cause; surely
the profession that devotes its energies to the ac-
complishment of these objects is entitled to the
fostering care of governments and to the liberality
of wealthy citizens.

" A sound nation is a nation that is composed of
sound hurman beings, healthy in body, strong of
limb, true in word and deed, brave, temperate,
sober, chaste; to whom morals are of -more impor-
tance than wealth. It is to form character of this
kind that human beings are sent into this world,
and those nations who succeed in doing it are those
who have nade their mark in history. They are
nature's real freemen and give to nan's existence
on this planet its real interest and value." (Froude.)
In the not-distant future this Dominion will be the
home of fifty millions of people with all the wealth
and all the greatness that implies ; a thought that
may well inspire us with feelings of pride and satis-
faction ; but the wise man will not be so much
impressed by- the vastness of our- territory, the
multitude of our people, or the size and wealth of
our cities, but will be more concerned in the
problem of the social advancement, the, civil
liberty, the physical perfection, the scientific status
and the moral rectitude of our teeming population.
When that time comes may the science of medicine
have contributed its share towards the creation of
a people unsurpassed for physica1 perfection and
mental spriglitliness and fornli thosevirtues that,
are born of these Should these hopesberéilizd,
then indeecÙióuld happiness pievail anc pros eity
sit as a ruling genius on the browof every -hill; the
bosom of every fah and the banki fL every stre-an:;
and the application to ourcouritryòof thlnluiàiage
of one of England's greatest jioets ôduldscarceiy
be considered hyperboical hen'he says

"'All'crimes'sall cesse ol cent f raud shal1 fa!
ReturningüJstice lift ait lier scale
Peace cer tii world hr oliveand etnd,
And whitelro "oed dan scfrcm he n descend,
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