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little as ‘thcv like. To establlsh a mte be]o“ \sluch they will not'-.

work is'to abandon all proi'easmnal decormn, and enter into the ranks
of the trades-unious ‘with car penters, plumbers and house-smiths.

* We are not disposed: to umlerestmmte the va,lue of belonging to a

medical society: . We place a still. hmher estimate upon the frccdom

ol the mrlx"ldual ‘to decide what work he shall do, and the .conditions’

-upon’ which he' mll do it:. Ifa physician take it into his head to
demand five. or ten do]lfue for. an examination and an opinion, he is

Within, his’ nghta if he choose' to render the same service for not]ung,

no one will affirm that he has'transgressed any just rule.

- Economy is now the formula’ of insurance companies.: One compan),
at least, shows for the first- eight months of the prcscnt vear a saving'

in expenses of ¢loze upon four million. dollars., (Of "this saving’ near

three hundred thousand dollars is.‘credited to the:medical” department :
and there i5 no evldcncc ‘that the- Work is- bemtr done mcfﬁclenth -
The agitatiori on the part of: \Iecucal Socxctlcs for a. ]ufrher “fee. mll,
conly h‘lstcu the policy which: many eompamea are now pursunw of.

.appointing sﬂaned mcdxca] ofhccra.
- The '\mcncmz insurance compmncs carmot ven we]l he]p thcmselvcs.
In \Tew York they are rcstrxctcd by aw as’ to the amount’ which they
may e\pcnd for new busmess. and the e\ammmo' fee comes nnder that
head.  The: a«ent has lnd his. eonnms:.mn cut to the bone. The med-
ical examiners arc getting theu' cut in. turn.,, .

“An insyrance company is not in'the : nauure of things a trust com-

puny. - It is 2 commercial ‘partnership, in so. far as the assured shares

in the prohfs Up to a year ago, under the liberal management which -

then prcvm]cd the profits to. ])ollcvholdels in. A, et compaiies were,
very large, and it was ncver questioned that theu' investments: were,

unsafe. True, ‘there was some waste, . &5 there 1s in e‘»ery rapidly:
growing business, but the amount was tuﬂmcr in- comparison with the"f

profits. Taking the total number of pohcyholders the wastage, put-.;
ting the worst face upon it amounted- to seven cents per )ear upo.n'.‘

a proﬁt of one dollar.

We arc offering no opinion upon ’che rc]atwe memts of thc 01(13

system and the mew. . We are mercly saying that things ha,ve c]mn«red :

Insurance compamea ‘are now in the category of ‘trust,companies.’ The

managers have no inducement to seck new business. -Indeed, -they are

limited by, law in the amount which they may ‘Lccept -That amnount
will - come: without much - soli¢itation. In. times’ past ‘the insurance
agent was o familiar figare. Who has scen one within'the last year?

The point which we are making is that the companics do not now
care mueli whether they get bucmess or not. If the) find difficulties



