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I'L‘ will be jcen by the list of prescribed books in the prescut
number of the Journal, that the Council of P ublic Instrue-
tion, bias sanctioned for the use of the Public Schools, a new Eng-
lish Gramuar, by J. A. McCabe, £squire, of the Normal School.
From a carcful perusal of this work, we can unhesitatingly recom-
mend it, as far superior to any elementary work on English
Grammar we have cver scen. Within x small compass, the author
has treated the essentials of English Grammar, with a thorough-
noss, and at the <ame time a couciseness which go to provea
peculiar ment in the work.

The definitions and explanations are excellent. Parsiog in
tabulated form is introduced at an carly stage, and continued
throughout, well selected oxercises being given at cach stage
We notice that in many places the author has left the beaten
track, aud wo think Las left it in every iustanco with decided
success. We have not t2me t(Tffﬂrﬁcularizc, Lut inay say, thet
the Analysis, Prosody, and Figures of S peccl, as well as the
Grawmm ar proper, are well suited to give clear and decided ideas
on this very important brauch of cducation.

It is the design of the author to make » considerable enlarge-
ment in a subsequent edition, when no doubt, the few inaccura-
cics, asgencrally inade in printing a first edition, will be correct-
ed. Altogether we ure much pleased with the book and wishto
see it in all our publiv schools as soon as possible. It is sold by
all the book-sellers in the Province.

~——

THE ANNUAL SCHOOL MEETINGS.

TIHE last Monday in Scptembier is the day on which our Schioo)

Law requires the anuual Schiool meetin gs to be hield in all the
School Scctious throughout the Province. To the friends of
Education, and for our Public Schools, the day above named is
one of much interest, as the deliberations and decisions of those
School wectings must assuredly be for good or harm.

The following is the usual order of business in these incetings:
~—1st; to clect a Chairman; 2nd, to clect & Sccretary; 3rd, to
elect new Trustees, or a new Trustec, as the case may require;
4ih, to reccive the report of the Trustees ; 5th, to determine, by
votc of a majority of rate payers present, the amount of money
to Le raised by the section for the ensuing year. .

We shull make a few remarks on some of the points in the
above outline. After the organization of the mecting, the Chair-
man being in his place, the mecting will proceed to the election
of a Secretary. In this duty the clectors should exercise mature
judgment and sound discretion, and inasmuch as an accurate re-
cord of the business of the meeting is to be handed to the Inspee-
tors for the Connty, and may become the basis of fature action, the
record of the mceting should, as far as possible, be corrcct and
intelligible, that, when consulted, the will of the mecting may be
well understood. With a view, therefore, to this desirable ac-
curacy, the mecting should elcct for Sccretary, if one such is
cligible, a person of honest, business-like habits, able to make a
correct minute of the business of the meeting, and to record its
decisions.

The presenting of the report of the Trustees for the year now
expiring will be the next business in order ; and it is presumable
that this report has been prepared with careful attention to all
the requirements of the scctions, and that it places before the
rate payers a detailed acconnt of the expenscs of the past year,
50 that every man may understand how School matters stand.
Not unfrequently confusion, alinost without remedy, results from
the negligent and inaccurate mauner in which Trustees prepare

and present, in their report, the business of the Sectivn.  Rate-
Payers arc not gencrally satisficd with reports of business which
they do not understand, doubts insinuate themselves, and the sus-
picious mind is prepared to believe that confused statements
were purposely confused, to conceal fraud. ‘The report should
therefore, boas distinct and definito as possible, going into all
necessary details, and making an honest and open exposure of
the whole juterest of the School. Attention to this, we are per-
suaded, will prevent a largo amount of needless debate, loss of
time, and sectional partyism. Trustecs should feel it a duty,
owed to the scction, to look well to the suggestions now made
and the intelligent rate payers should, asan imperative duty
nsist in having from retiting Trustees, an explicit statement of
the whole income and expenditure of the year. In this way the
Section will understand its position, aad have a fair opportunity
for making provision for future success.

‘The choice of Lrustees, or of one Trustee, will probably be the
next business in the School meceting. Among rate payers the
question is frequently heard, who shall be Trustecs? and the
enquiry is one of no little value to the School interest.

Be assured that encmies, or indiffevent men will not— .wnot
excrcise a fostering care for theinterese they assume to encous g»
and protect. If there is an intelligent, clear headed, anu ovn
hearted friendto education in the Section, we urge you by all
means, to draw forth all possible influence and give all your
strength to have such an one clected Trustee. The effort you
make to accomplish your purpose, the object being secured, is well
made and will be amply repaid. In placing the School interest
in such hands, you express your estimate of honest intelligence,
and have, in the character of the Trustec you olect, a guarantee
for deserved success, The influence of such Trustees will
appear in all School matters, aud the wisdom of tho choice wiil
be profitable to all. The necessity of having for Trustees the
best and most intelligent friends of our School System ought to
impress itself deeply on the minds of the people, for as yet a fow
enemics of our School System lurk in the ranks of fricnds, ready
at apy time, to lay unhallowed hands upon this csseatial appen-
dage to the progress and clevation of our country. And whata
field of usefulness is prescuted to Trustees interested in the work
to which they are appointed? Whether we regard it in its
progress or contemplate the future Iabors, wo fail not, to perecive ,
cvery motivc proper to excite a gencrous mind to honorable
activity., As Trustecs they are carrying forward and givi
increascd momentum to agencies which in their results can
cease, and which fromn their very nature will gather increased
force, and have a widened range for good, to be enjoyed in other
years and by coming generations.

Another inportant duty devolving upon the anaual mccting
is the voting of a sum of money for the casuing year. When this
question is up, the meceting should labor to bave a distinct and
intelligible prospective view of the year for which provisions
are now to bemade. Several considerations must be presented,
and honestly deliberated upon, if the incoming year isto be one
of progress? There is the School House, i it sufficiently ample
for the Section? Isit warm? Is it ventilated? Areitssurround-
ings such as they ought tobe? It ishard for the Trustecs to carry
on a School in an insufficient House, aud for' children to love their
school and be intercated in its exerciscs unless they are warm’
and otherwise co: fortable. The mecting shonld look to this
patt of the Trustees xeport, for it is to be expected that the re-
tiring Trustees will report wpon the state of the premises, and if
improvements are required, reccommend a gencrous appro-
priation of moncy. Ave thero books in the school? We mean
books whick are the property of the Sections upon this also the
Trustces should report, for in & strict construction of the School



