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SIIPERIOR SCIIOOLS.

Experience lias ainpiy dernoîstratcd tlî:t it ivas wise to,
constitute tieso fichioois, for a tinie nt lcssst, "lConsmon
Schools of mucli excellenîce." Lire Must ho ts-ausfuscd initu
every brancis of tise colnmoi scisool systeiii, isefore we eau
expcct te sec inanifestc(I luiytiîing likoe a geîîcral desire for
itiglier edlucation. Tho plait of ofruring a p)rensiunst tu ifour
of the best common sciioois Illichs rechl a prescribcd
standard, lias niready wrought wousdcrs in eievating isotis
tise cisaracter of tisa tcaclsing ana tise stylo of scisool accon&
inodation. Up tu 'Novcrnber lest, uîo part of this prc-
miun, or special grant, becaine tisa property of tins section,
sinless isy spel agreemecnt betwecîî trustees and tcachers.
.As tisa conditions iniposed, by tise Counicil of Publie Inistruc-
tion required asucis cflrt, îlot only on tiso part of tise teeclior,
lait aise on the part of tise section, it lias conte tu pass tiiet
mny excellent teachers have faiiea Wo secure tise grant,
througs the neglcct cf tise poOple te provide tise nccessary
accommodations andl equipasents. In sonse cases, tise Couin-
cil lias waived, for a Terni or more, tisa strict application of
souteocf tise conditions attacied to tise receipt of tise grant.
Difliculties. Illichs could not ha wisolly controlledl by tise
people, and wluich. were due tW teînporary causes, or insepa-
rable fromt tisa nev order of tisings, wcrc aiIowcd t hlave
ýsemo iveiglit lu tise decisions given. But the tinue isas noiv
coule wlien strict justice te tisa nuinierous competitors de-
mands a close adisarenca to the publislied requirements.
Notice was tiserefore given in September last, iu tiso Journal,
and lias since been conti.nued, that a careful compliance witis
ail tise regisiations of tise Council ilinl future ba required.

One lisqf of ccl Suiperior Scisool grant is, lsereafter, to
baeconi tise property of the section, ini order tisat isoti peo-
pie ana teaciser may féel a etonmon intcrest ils tise result of
cci competition. I1f tise picople of ny section ùâ1 to pro-
vide a complote school cquipaient, tisey cainnot expeet Wo
receivo any portion of tisa suiperior scisool fund, however
skilftil tise teacher may be. But any section that makes a
liberai and thorosîgi provision of Uic meas cf education,! and
secures a well skiiled and sclsolarly tcaclier, wiil place itself
in tise ist position We receive tisa iargest henefits Illichs tisa
law se generousiy preffers.

Tise follosving ac somo of tisa defects Ilisichi deisarred
certain coînpatitors, at the close of last Term, from, receiving
grants.

Failure of tise teacher witls respect Wo tise quaiity or quan-
t.ity of the speciai IlOral Lassons" required.

Too sall an average attendance.
-. Insufficient suppiy of prescribcd text-isooks and apparatus.

Failure to provida dasks and sittings for al tise pupils of
tise section, in tise sianner required by iaw.

Insuflicient amouiit of air for cadis pupil, 150 cubie feet,
ai the 1=ui4 heing rcquired.

Inadequate ventilation.
Unsitablo outhouses ibr tise pupils.

The remeclies forrnost cf tise ahove defects are under tisa
immediate centrol cf the trusteas and people, ansd ssosuld ho
studiousiy appiied. It is a seperior scluool in ail respecte,
tlîat will confer flic great good upon tise cisildreni ana peoplo
cf nny section, nlot a superior sehool grant. Tise latter is a
a good tising Ivlion wortisily received, but thse forînar-is tise
object for which tisa grant exista.

We would here record tise satisfaction ivitis Illich we
have ivitnesscd, froni terza Wo terna, thc steady progress made
by mniy of tise terichers. iho bave so, pcrsistently wrcstled
for the distinction whicii the superior school grat confars.
Many cf theni have most richly dcsarveid tiscir honcurs.
Suchteachers are Îlot only conferring a great good sîpon tie

pecople for wlîons tiscy labour, but are, nt tise saisie tirna,clevatiug grcatiy tise wisole standard cf consmoîs scisool
educatios iii Nova Scotia. Tiey are tise interpreters to tisa
peoplc of wisat Uic Legisiature, usoder tise influen~ of tisa
trucat aud iihst lîctrietsas, lies donc, iii makiig education
as freis as tise air cf iseatvei. A tisousand îvorkcrs of kmn-
dred spirit ansa equal skili, wvould accus zake our province
tise educational, as it is the gcograplîical, frontage of
Aincric.

A few teacier8, however, arc attempting Wo do toc mucli.
Tiîey arc teacinîu toc nîany branches, and are forcing tiseir
pupuiis toc ralîidly iute tise more advanccd studies. Let it
he distinctly uuderstood, that tise Superior scisools are
"lComicîs sciiocis cf mucîs excellence," end tiîat Uic excel-
lcence cf any sciioci wiil îlot ho nsaasured by tise numiser of
branchses tauglit iii it. Reading, speiling, aritiimatic, writ-
HWg gco-r.1pisy, granînsr and iiistory, are stapias uposi wisicl
solid and coîstinucus ivork msust ha cxpen' ded. Singing and
drawiîîg sisosid slip as cil betîvecs thea aachincry cf tise
sciioci, wisilc objct lassons, and "loral lessouîs" ous conumon.
tlîiigs, on phenenia, and on tisa cieunents cf natural sci-
ence, sisould isc used by tha teacier as fuel for generating,
that subtlo nmotive powar-tsat intelligence and tisirst for

kuwe~,wiich la wvnt te trasfern every nîntasiai upon
wviicis it is causcd We operate, into ' a tising cf beauty, and a
joy for ever.' The intelligent mastery cf suhjects, ratiser
thu cf tcxt books, sisoid speciaily cliaracterize ail schools
compctilîg for flic supenior grant.

Tise vicws aîsd statements ccntained iii tisa followiag
extract frcmn tise report cf William Eaton, Esq., inspecter
for Kings, ara tisosa rc-ecisoed hy aimost ail thea Inspectors,
la reporting upon tise suparior sciiocîs, suhject We thiser
inspection

"TaI submitting thea accempanying report upen thec sciscois
Ilsichs competed for tisa suparior scisool grant during- tise
terni ending on tisa 3lst Octoher, I may bo allowed te state
tisat, Wo =y mind, ne wiscr provision is ccntaineid in tise
Scisool Act, tian that 'viici effara special inducements We
sections te engage tisorcugisly trainedl ansd well qualifled
teacluers, tW provide ample scisool accommodation, furni.
turc of tisa most approved descripticn, and ail otiser neces-
sary equipasents for insparting, with facility to tisa teaciser,
and pleasure and advantage Wo pupils, tisat instructicn Illichs
is tisa lie cf tise seul, and witiiout 'uviicli, ail nnturaiiy tend
te a condition tise opposite tu one cf refissement ana social
cevation.

IlI have long fait tisa nccessity cf semae impelling motiva
te force into tue rack cf teaciscrs, mon cf tise right stamp,-
men iveil quaiied botls by nature auid education We draw
eut tisa minds cf aur youts, and supply tisem witis tint
aliment, isy a receptionf and assimiliatien cf Illich, tlsey May
become mon in l<nowiedge. Tisat tise present arrangement
ivitis respect We tisa Suparior Secicol grant tends stron:ýl- la
this direction, there is evidence toc, palpable te bo ,er-
looked.

" No inducement c-an ho iseid eut Wo enlist in Uic great work
of imparting instruction tisosa ivho will do isonour We their
profession, Illich will ho se effective, as suitssbia remunera-
tien ; ansd wisan, with an cye Wo tise grant, sections have pro-
vided tisa necessary accommodation, furniture and apparatus,
wluich are wisely taken inte accounit la tisa avard of tisa
Cosinai, thsere is little hesitation in offering an aavausce hn
Paiary, for tise purpose cf securing thse teacisar who, la tisa
comspetitien, will be most likelv to ensura success. Tise
circumstances ]lave, doubtless, contributed te Uice risc in
salaries cf flrst cissss tecers, Islics is observable in ail pFérts
cf tise province. Av Wr- effective stimulus is aise presQnte4q
te trustees, anld otisers i. crestedl, for p-.ovidinýg sébll accom-
modation cf a generous aa liseraI natutre, îtnd cUier stir-
rounaings cf a cliaracter ia lseeping witli q bigher conaition
cf educatiua. Tisis is pqrCtiîl4irluQticeablo la tise sections
ia tisis district tisat ara now lin coulptition. Ia. their
arrangement for buil1ding qît a respectable -scle, the trustees
of Piedmnît bisnl via.w tise isonQur and profit, bots pecaniary
a otierime, giely tq bc derived -fîrorn -tlis %:tr 'an4


