FOR LOWER CANADA.
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A Talk with my Boys on Mcanncss.

Boys, you may lay asido your books., I wish to have a bit of a talk
with you, All ready? AsT entered the school-house to.day, I heard
onoe of you say, ¢ T'hal's mean 1" I didn't stop to inquire what it wag
that was thought to he ¢ mean,” but I said to mysclf ¢ Some boys will
do mean thin%a; and some boya are quick to detect meanness.’” Now
Ihave been thinking that it might bo a good thing to talk over with
iou some of the ways in which meanness may be shown in school.
Jossibly you and I may not quite sgree in our cstimate of what is
done. And yet I believe that in most cases we shall hold the same
opinion. I take it for granted that no one of you would like to have
me, or any one clse, consider him a mean boy; but as a person is
jud’ged by his acts, that epithet justly belongs, of course, to evcriy
one whose acts are mean. Do you agreo to that? Youdo? Well,
then, I will suppose a few cases.

Suppose that, relying upon your honor, Ileave the room, aud in
my absence you are disorderly, doing things that you would not do in
my presence. I call that mean, because it violates the confidence
placed in you, and because it shows cowardice. Acts speak as loud|
a3 words.  Did you ever stop to think what is said by the hoy who
takes advantage of my absence to do wrong? What4sit? Il tell

ou, He says just this, © Pm a mean boy. I am here on my honor,

know; but Idon’t care. I'm going to have o good time, though it
is mean. School-mates, you are at liberty to set me down as mean.”
Thatis what his acts_plainly declare. Do you agree with me in this
case? Very well.  You can’t be too careful in making your actions
conform to your opinions.

Suppose_thata boy pretends to be studying a lesson, when, in fact,
he i3 reading s story-book which he has concealed in his text-book.
Shall we cal? that & mean thing? How many say yes? All. Iam
glad to see that in this case also we agree.” But'what makes the
meanness here. Decepfion? Agreed. oxﬁy I should use the stronger
word, lying ; beeause when a boy has a study-hook open before him,
and appears to be at work, he says to his teacher as distinctly as words
can say, “I am studying my lesson.” 1If, on the contrary, he is
wasting his time over a story, he lics, and consequently he'is guilt
of a wickedly mean act. AS you value your character, avoid suc
falsehoods rs'earefully as you would any other kind.

Suppose a case which is very common in schools : that a boy whose
lesson is not perfectly learned stealthily looks into his book during the
recitations, in order that he may be able to recite better than he
otherwise could, and thus obtain a high mark. I stamp that also
with the brand mean. +Do you ask why? Because it is a species of
swindling. It is attempting to gain credit on false pretences. It is

retending to know what be doesn't kuow. It is doing injustice to
onorable classmates, who scorn to rise, or attempt to rise in rank, by
dishonest meaps. Therefore, don’t open your book behind your
neighbor’s back, or under your desk, or anywhere clse, for the sake
gf inding out what you thiuk will come to you. Its mean. Don’t
01t

"Again : suppose that some mischief has been done about the school-
house. A desk, or a bench, or a window, for example, has been
broken. I inquire for the oné who, purposciy or accidentally, did the
damage. Now that one, if he doesn't acknowledge the deed, suffers
suspicion to fall, perhaps, upon an innogent schoocimatc, and displays
moral cowardice on his own part; and therefore he, too, must be
placed among the mean boys. It is the best way, boys, always to do
right as nearly a8 possible ; but when you have, from any cause, done
wrong, it is wise and manly to confess the wrong, and rectify it so far
as you can. Not to do this is to be a coward,—a being that all men
despise,

Suppose that your teachers are loboring faithfully in jour behalf;
that é)ny by day they are patiently endeavoring to interest and instruct
you, to explomn what is difficult, to cultivate your intellectual and
moral faculties, and thus to fit you for living useful, successful, and
Imgp lives; and suppose that some boy, thoughtless of his own good,
an g&ﬁmm of all gratitude {o those who arc toiling with fidelity for
his welfare, is guilty of causing trouble to those teachers by inatten.

tion, by pltiﬁng" by lounging, in short, by doing ansthing that hinders |
o dis

them 1 charge of their difficult duties.” Do you think it
severe to call such & boy a mean boy? Is not ingratitude always
mean? And is not that boy ungrateful who, for the labor bestowed
upon him by his teachers, gives them in return nothing but trouble
and anxiety? Is he not like the dog 1 the manger, neither willi- g to
accept intellectual food himself, nor to suffer his classmates to receive
it, as but for him they might? Yes, boys, we who are teachers will do
all we can for your welfure, but I i;cg of you don’t be so mean as to
roward us with ingratitude. Help us by your good deportment, and
you will thus help yonrselves.

Y | de

I sce thatthe clock says itis time to dismiss. Thero arc other
matters that I intended to speak of ; but I fear that you may call it
mean to be kept after regular hours.  You may go, therefore ; but
first tell mo what is the lesson you have learned from this talk. Don't
bemean. Yes, that's it.  Dor’t forget it.—I. S. Schoolmaster.

Never Frighten Children.

A schoolmistress, for some trifling offence, most foolishly put a
child into a dark cellar for an hour.” The child was greatly fright.
ened and cried bitterly. Upon returning to her purents in the evening,
she burst into tears, and begged that she might not be put into a cel-
lar. The parents thought this extremely oé’d, and assurcd her that
there was no danger of their being guilty of so great an act of cruelty ;
but it was diflicult to pacify her, and when put to bed she passed a
restless night. On the following day she had a fever, dur'xlxg which
she frequently exclaimed, ¢ Do not put me in the cellar.” The fourth
day she was taken to Sir A. Cooper, in o high state of fever, with

{irium frequently muttering, ¢ Pray don’t put me in the cellar.”
When Sir Astley enquired the reason, he found the parents had learnt
the punishment”to which she had bzen subjected. e ordered what
was likely to relieve her; but she died a week after the unfeeling
conduct. . . .

Another case from the same authority may bere be cited. It is the
case of a child ten years of age, who, wanting to write her exercise,
and to scrape her s{ate pencil, went into the school in the dark to
fetch her knife, when one of her schoolfellows burst from behind the
door to frighten her. She was much terrified, and her head ached.
On the following day she became deaf; and on the next, so much so
o5 not to hear the loudest talking. Sir Astley saw her three months
after this had happened, and she continued in the same deplorable
state of deafness, . .

A boy, fifteen yeors of age, was admitted an inmate of the Dundee
Lunatic Asylum, having become imbecile from fright.  When twelve
years of age he was apprenticed to a light business; and some uifling
article being one day missing, he was along with others locked up in
a dark cellar.  The children Were much alarmed, and all were let out
with the exception of this poor boy, who was detained until past mid-
night. He beeame from this time nervous and melancholy, and sunk
into o state of insensibility from which he will never recover. The
missing article was found on_the following morning, cxculpating the
boy from the guilt with which he had been churged.—ZEzchange paper.

The Culture of the Observing Facalties,
(Fromu Mr. Warren Burtow's worl wnder that title.)

A child may begin geography long before he goes to school,
or, rather, he may lay the sure and proper foundations for this
science. When he shall have been taught the points of the com-
pass—east, west, north, and south—then which side of the room
the fire is, which the table, and in which direction are the barn
and the garden ; and when he shall see just how the land lies and
looks close around his home, he has had am mtroduct19n to
ceoeraphy, or has, in a small degree, been prepared for an intro-

uction. A beginping has been made according to the real
pature of things. He understauds what ke asks about and what
he is told. All the words have a meaning to his little mind.
Now what you may do, and what he will be glad of, is that you
carry him on a little farther, and still farther than he would_go,
clearly and certainly, without your personal guidance. You
must talk him along, and walk him along, until you have together
surveyed the neigborhood all around, and he has obtained a 'posi-
tive knowledge of it—a knowledge which he feels to be his own,
just as he feols that a knowledge of your door yard or sitting-room
is his own. For instance, you can ask him in what dircetion
the street runs; and, if he has not alrcady found out, tell him,
and he will soon know beyond forgetting. Have him learn who
lives in the nest house to his own home on the right hand and
on the left; who'in the second, third, and fourth, and so on. Of
course, this could hardly be done in the brick-blocked, hetero-
geneously neighbored but upneighborly city. Children at a very
carly age somchow learn what are 2 road, a field, a pasture, a
wood, a hill, and a brook. Indeed, they guickly become familiar



