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retired within the aitar rails, while the kaights proper made their
way 1o their stalls, under the guidance of gentlemon ushers. Their
appearance was gorgeous, untl the long tobes of blue velvet linad
with white satin, the bows upon thoe shoulders, the white sitk trank
hose, the rosetivd shoes, the narrow platted ruffy, the slashed and
puffed doublets, the eollar, star, and badge of the order, with the
Garter itself, had an mdeacnl‘nbly noble effect.  Lord Shaltesbury
s ono of the first who atnved, "The Duke of Somersot came next.
Lords Granvitle and Russell entered together, the latter seeming
in excellent heaith, and walking with a firm, elastic step, As
might be naturally expecied, much inlerest was excited at the
appearance of Viscount Palmerston, who, so roon us he had teached
his stal), was conspicuons by his acensiomed easy attitude, and by
his countenance shining with unimpaired intelligence and vivacity.
Whatever the morlal frame of the noble Viscount may be, there
was enough to show, as he turned with alacrmiy from sude o side
10 tulk with his wonted gaety to fus neighbours, that his heartond
mind were still young. By tlus tume—it was a quarter to twelve—
another personage, silent, unanrounced, but not unnoticed, had
coma upon the threshold, of 1ms stately scene. [n the antique
closet over the communion-table there appeared, behind the gilt
rail, first & Lord-in-Wasnting, Lord Methuen 3 next a Lady of the
Bedehamber, Lady Chmch:ﬁ; next 2 Woman of the Beidchamber,
the Hon. Mrs. Robert Bruce ; amd lastly, the most illustrious of all
the iumates of this great gaest-hall,  She was clad in deep black,
aven to her gloves.  She wore a close-fitting, unadorned wulow’s
cap, with long streamers of fawn. Furthermore, she wore the broad
blue ribban of the Garter, with its glitering star, and round her
neck what ssemed to be a focket sus~pended” from a chain of goid.
Her (uce looked very, very pale ; bat beyond this palior, the result,
no doubt, of a settled and inconsolable melancholy, we rejoice to
say that no signs of actual malady were to be traced in that can
amd satuesque countenance—calm and siatuesque indeed titl hes
sons and her davgitters, and all the little children of him who is

one, camu upoun the dais beneuth her; and then the mother’s
ﬁe:m, uerved and braced up jor the supreme and imperial effort of
that howr, gave way, and she bowed her hiead and wept. This was
her Majesly the Queen,  To dwell at further length vpon her pre-
sence und demeanour during the cesemony would be, at the least,
obtrusive.

Shortly before twelve o’clock the nave becamo the centre of
interest.” Iis aspect was most ammated, The delicate white of
the ceiling, walls, and columns, picked out with blazoned shields
and mullions, antd vividly relieved by the deep blues and erimsons
in the window at the western end, was further contrasted with the
scarlet-edged tiers of seats on either side the deep red river of
carpeting, the heavy curtains which veiled the entrance to the
reception-saloons, and the glowmng parterres ot elegant!ly-dressed
{adies on either side. The Yeomen of tha Guard, in their scarlet
doublets barred with gold and embroidered back and breast with the
Royal coanisance and cipher, their ruffs, purpled hose, flat hats of
black velvel, encircled by red and white “roses, and bearing their
massive halberis, had marched in under the command of their
Exon, and now fringed both sides of the nave. In a hine with them,
but reaching as far as the organ, were the Gentlemen-at-Arms, with
their red coats heavily opau?eued, their \vhite-?lumed casques, and

itt paruisans.  Mudway stood & group of heralds, in their tabards

rave, in all the sheen of the College of Arms? bedizenment ; and
close to the entrance of the reception-saloons a rquad of State
drommers and trompeters in coats of cloth of gold. The ketledruma
were borme on u man’s back. Heralds and _trumpeters drew a little
on one side. The crimson curtains were lifted up, and the Queen’s
guests made their appearance and proceeded slowly down the nave,

In the first gronp came the Oriemal Prince, the Maharajah Dhu-
leep Singh, Knight of the Star of India, a handsome, brown-faced,
black-moustached gentleman, whose costume it were vain to at-
tempt, with anything like precision, to desctibe ; for, from his turban
10 his slippers, it was one mass of jewels and embroidery, gohd and
silver tissue and brocade. This astounding Asiatic passed like a
vision of the « Arabian Nights.”? Prince Edwani of Saxe-Weimar,
C B., in his Guardsman’s uniform, the Prince of Leiningen, and the
Duke ot Holstein-Gli~ksburg, followed. To them sticceeded Prince
Augustas of Saxe Cobourg and Gotha, and then the Danish Princes
an(TPrmc;-sAes, her Royal Highness Princess Dagmar, and the little
Princess Thyra, with her yellow hair all fnzzed out, and dainty
spangled shoes, and slun legs clad i sitken hose, and short gawzy
skirts, looking for all the world hke a httle fairy in a spectacle ; Prin-
ces Frederick and Witham of Denmark 5 the Belgian Royal family;

the Count of Fianders aud the Duchass of Brabant ; the tiny, tod-.

dhing Punce Waldemar of Denmark, led by the mother of the
bride, Princess Christian of Denmaik—née Princess Louisa of

Hesso-Cussel ; the reigning Duchess of Suxe Coburg and Gotha;
Prince Frederick of Hesse-Cassel 5 and a brilliant train of equerries,
adjutants, aides-de-camp, and gentlemen in attendance on the
abovd-named distinguished persouages. They entered the choir,
were duly conducted 1o their seats, and, after a brisl interval, the
cuttawns were again_raised, and the trumpets, formimng into line,
began a brilliant fanfure. Soundin;i their silver clarions bravely,
aud advancing with slow, measured tread, they preceded the pro-
cession of the Royal family and of tho Queen’s houschold, from
which, when they had reached the termination of the lino of Yeo-
men of the Guard, and the begiuning of that formed by the Gentle-
mon-at-Arms, they filed off.

The Royal family cortége consisted of an escouade of heralds and
pursuivaute ; the Equerrg' in Wanting, Major-General Seymour; and
the Clerk Marshal, Lord Alfred Paget.” To them succesded the
Comptroller of the Household, Lotd Praby : the Treasurer, Viscount
Bury ; and the Keeper of the Privy Purce, Sir Charles Phipps. Then
the Groom in Waiting, the Hon. Mortimer Sackvitle West ; and the
Lord in Waiting, Lord Camoys The Lord Steward, the Earl of St,
Germans, G.C.B., followed : afterwards two Kings-at-Arms Nony
and Clarencicux, bearing themselves hauzhtiﬁ', albeit in their
apparel there is a blending of the medicval and the madern, which
struggles betwean the obsolete and the ludicrons.  With a gentle-
man usher on éuch side there next came, with slow and stataly
step, Garler King-of-Arms, Sir Charles Young, with sceptre, collar,
and badge, and carrying his ciown, and weanng his scarlet satin
mauntle of the order over his gleaming tabard, "Now walked Lord
Edward Fitzalan Howard, the Deputy Earl Marshal; then the’
tord Chamberlain, Viscount Sydney ; immediately preceding her
Royal Highness Princess Mary of Cambridae, who looked superb
both as to face, form, and attire, and whose flowingtrain was borne
by Lady Edith Somerset. Her mother, her Royal Highness the
Duchess of Cambridge, came next, her train being borne by Lady
Geraldine Somerset. The junior bianches of the Royal family
followed closely upon their aunt. There was prelty littie Princess
Beatrice, Prince Leopold, and Prince Arnthur, in the Highland cos-
tume, and the still more Liliputian Princess Louise.

A very brief space was suffured by etiquette to separate the
foregoing from the next section of the procession, which was headed
by her Royal Highness Princess Louis of Hesse, Princess Alics of
Great Britain and Ireland, her traisbearer being the Baroness
Schenck zu Schwerinberg, andd her aitendants, a lady in waiting
and a treasurer; his Royal Highness Prince Louis of Hesse, atten-
ded by Captain Westerweller, foliowed, After these proceeded
her Royal Highness the Crown Princess of Prussia, Princess Royal
of Great Britaia and Ireland, leading her little son, Prince Wilham
of Prussia, who, 2lmost a baby as he is, was clad in the Highland
dress, so deservedly a favourite among the juvenile brauches of
the Royat family, and who laoked the most compact little manui-
kin that was ever seen out of a doll’s house. Along train of cham-
berlain, equerries, Jadies of the bedchamber, maids of honour,
bedchamber women, the Masier of the Buckhounds, the Silver Stick
in Waiting, the Captains of the Yeomen of the Gnard, and the
Gentlemen-at-Arms, all of whose names we have already published
in the official programme, were the next in order; but we must
spare a special word for Gold Stick, Field Marshal Viscount Com-
bermere, G.C.B. and X.S.I., who, although he must be close upon
ninety years of age, if not an the wrong sile of nonagenarianism,
looked and bore himself in a most vahiant and imposing manner.

The droms and tmmpets filed off us before when the procession
of the Royal family arnved at the entrance to the choir, but con-
tinued playing till it had entered, when Beethoven’s triumphal
march was played by the organ and by her Majesty’s private band.

The Lord Chiambetlain, having the drums and trumpets before
him, now returned 1o the west entrance, to await the arrival of the
bridegroom. There was a deep silence, both in nave and in choir,
tollowed by the rustling of many robes, as the new-comers settled
themselves in their places, and the long-drawn breath of eager
expeetation. The bridegroom was coming! What would he be
like? How would he be dressed ! Would hie be content wilh the
plain scarlet tunic and goid sash of 2 General in the Army ? These
were questions nervously whispered 5 not, pethags, in the choir,
whose occupants might be supposed 10 be profoundiy versed in the
minutest details of Court etiquette, but by thuse in the compara~
tively unsophisticuted nave, who were not as yet familiar with the
persenal appearance of his Royal Highness, and were in jguorance
as to the precise nawre of the sartorial tnumphs about to be dis-
played before their wondering and delighted eyes. All these doubts
were speedily resolved. It was a quarter past tweive when the
procession of the Lridegroom passed bencath the drapery of the
western portal, drums and trumpets, with Norrvy and Clarencicux,
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