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Agricultaral College at $600. Oue of those teaching at the lowesl'

salaries is in Rigaud College ; anothier in the second grade in Hun-
ungdon Academy, In both these cases we presume they have
accepted very subordinate pusitions. Four of the others  the
suooud geade, with sadanes less than $300, hokd model schoul di-

plomas, aud are teaching model schools, eujoym;z the enhancel |

allowanee accorded w then.  Here are the topmost French Cana-
dian teachers of the Eiementary aml Modet Sehouls, who besides
acquinng an vidhoary education have iven up two years to hard
study 1o acquire pecubar aptunde for their work 3 amd 10 out of 15,
of them are working fur iess than $350 per annum, all but ouo fur
less than $400.  Is the teacher of youthy then, worth so much less
thaw a shup-heepers asmistant 7 Is 1t well to keep down those who
must eaercise so great an sufluence upon the minds of the youth
of the cuuutry io thits condition ? 1t s quite tiue, wmay be aaal, that
begsnmng thus at low salanes, they may nse, 1f competent, to fill
more lucrative places i the colleges, i the department of educa-
tion, or in the Normal Schools, ‘That is one gleam of hope, and we
are glad Dr. Chauveau again holds it out to those under him, and
insists on it as a duty, in lus report 1o the Governmeut 5 1+ why
starve the poor fellows meanwhile ? Turning to Laval, we find the
case still worse.  Qut of returus from 28 male teachers lmiuud,‘
only 4 live salaties of $350, aind upwards ; unly fuur muie eaceed

$300; one gets less than $160, amd one actually less than $100.

Uf those receiving less than $300, one was teaching an acadeny,

one engaged m a college, and 1o less than twelve teaching Model

schools. If trained teachers, fortified with a Normal School diplo-

ma, unly reeeive these pittances, what becomes of those who can
boast no such chum to a good salary ? There is thus cold comfost,

that these best-salaried men cannot affect the average much, soas

to indicate any great falling below it by those least paid. But tum

we the leaf for the salaries of female teachers, and we find, ont of
47 retumus, not one receiving a salary over $200, but four receiving
less than $100, and twenty-eight more, less than $160. Of these

tweniy cight, five taught Llodel Schoots!
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In our previous comments va the data furmshed in Dr. Chau-
veau’s report for formug an estunate of the progress of education in
Lower Canada, we marked 1t as a hopelal sign that the average
payment for the support of schools was sv largely mcreased since
1853. The returns shew, in as tar as mere figures can, that some-
thung more 15 tisv bewg oblawaed 1 the way of education for tus
money, though scarcely 1 a due proportion.  Tlhe numbers re.d-
ing well m 1853 were vuly set duwn a1 27,367 ont of 108.281 puprls
in the schouls, or Littie over 25 per cent.  In 1860, 67,753 out of a
total of 172,155 can do tlus, or about 40 per cent.  In wnting un-
fortunately the progress 1s alinost nell, only having risen from 46 to
sometlung over 49 per cent.  But the proportion learming simple
anthmete has nsen from 18,281 m 1853 to 63,341, or from 16 per
cent. to 36 per centy but m compound arithmetic the merease has
not been so greal.  There were no pupils returned as stadying
hook-keeping in 1853. In 1851 tkey stood at 799, in 1860 at 7314,
or more than wne tmes as many. Geogmpny shows an increase
of learuers from 12,185 to 18,462—from 11 %028 per cent. The
learners of history show 2 stdi further mcrease, having been i
1853 but 6,738, aud namng to 46,324 las! year—from G} to 26 per
cent. The students of French grammar were but 14 per cent.
*53: they had nsen to neatly 314. The students of English Gram-
mar rose from 63 per cent. to a little over 15 per cent., aud parsing
was taught 1o icn times as many as in *53. The small increase in
the pupﬁs learning writing will” be, in_part, accounted for by the
fact that nearly lwice the number had begun writing m 1853 as
conld read well.  In 1854 there was an absolute falimg off 11 num-
bers.  In 1860 there are only 13,491 more wating than those ve-
turned as reading well.  But giving the education system the ad-
vantage of these extra_members, we arrive at a result which 1s 2
very lamentabic one. Less than half the pupilsin ali these schools
are employed at iessons not stuctly belonging to the mfant school.
We have not the reporis of the mspcclors?)cforc us, or the returns of
the ages of the pupils in attendance, but we must inler that too mary
of the schools are mere shams, mere infant schools of the poorest sort,
where some half-taughn girl teaches very httle clildren their let-
ters and the calechism, at the lowest possible fimure which a hu-
man bemz can hve upon.  Not 40 per cent. of the children 1 ali
the schools have Iearned to_read well 3 not 50 per cent. have be-
gun to learn to write ! Dr. Chanveau seems to be domg what hie
he can 1o amend this, bat of parents wili retuse their chileren the
benefits of schooling beyond their very infancy, and Commssion-

eis will gratfy them by kecping down taxes and underpaying
leachers, he cannot hope 1o work any very sudden reformation, so

long as the work is left so much in the hands of those who appre-
clate education least.

One cause of complaint, we are very glad to see, is being, year
by year, faithfully rooted out. There arc three grades of teachers
employed, viz. --thoss trained in the N. mal Schools, of whom we
have already spoken ; those who hive passed exammations before
buards of examiners; and those with no diplomas at all. It is

s clear that no one without a diploma or certificate of examination of
,some sort, should be allowed to teach in a school receiving a go-

vernment grant.  And the superintendent is gradually, but ﬁrml{,
we ate glad to learn, enlorcing this legal an\f;masonablc rule. In
1856 there were only 752 teachers with diplomas, agaiast 2,018
without. In 1860 there were 2,344 with diplomas, and only 971

{ without. The former have increased 280 during the past year, the

enouzh, but it is something

latter decicased 180. ‘T'his is not uear!g. i
ject weconclude by quoting

done in the right direction. On this su
the-remarks of the Superintendent :—

(From the Qoronto Leader.)
Educational Statistics of Lower Canada,

Mr. Chaavean's report for 1860, on the state of public education
in Lower Canada, has jast been distributed. It contzins a mass
of valuable statistics and many interesting facts relating to the
progress of the schools within the Easfern pastof the Province
during the past year. Of these we purpose taking a cursory 1eview.

The report sets out with the cheering statement that the advan-
cement made, considenng the importance of the subjects which
had presented themselves to the Council, had been a< great as
could have been hoped for. In the choice of school manuals due
cousiderations had been given to the recommendations of Protes-
tants and Catholics alike. The sum of $800 given by the Prince
of Wales for distribution as prizes, had been placed oul at interest,
and the proceeds appropriated to the purpose for which they were
desizned. ‘The normal schools were eagerly sought out by the
youth of the community ; but 2 regret is expressed that on account
of the insufficicncy of the public grants to the Laval and Jacques
Catser schools, a consulerable ncrease had been required in the
twition fees.  In thus connection a complant is lodged against the
school municipalities, the Superintendent remarking that were
they ¢ to do ther duty, by striving to secure good teachers and
offering them suntable salarics, there would be no difficulty in in-
creasing the number of pupils.?” Such an increase was much need-
ed, the uumber being insufficient tomeet the demand. There had,
lowever, been a considerable addition to the roll of school teachers
trared in the three schools—Jacques Cartier, McGill, and Laval
—~as was shown by a comparison of the returns of 1857 and 1860
respectively ; those in the former year being 70, and in the latter,
223, The Nprmal School diplomas granted in the same institutions
were—4 for acadeinies; 134 for moidel schools; and 181 for ele-
mentary schools. The nmnber of normal school pupils being but
212, 1t would thus be seen that many of them obtawned three diplo-
mas for successive conrses.

Leaving these details, we have to deal with broader and more
general facts.  And one of the first and most interesting is that
presented by fizures, showing the opcrations of the volunmtary sys-
1em in Lower Canada. ‘The following results are obtained from the
tabalar form sctting forth tie sums levied for primary education in
the different school municipalities :—Assessment or voluntary con-
tubution to equal amount of grant, $114,424. Companng this item
with the returns for 1839, there is indicated a falling off of $1,368.
On the other hand, the aunount of assessment levied over and above
the amonnt required to equal the grant, and of special ass-ssments
for the pavment of debts, was $123,939, against $109,151 in 1859
~an iucrease of $14,78S. From these staustics the important fact
is deduced that the amount rised Ly voluntary contributions in
Lower Canada during 1860 more than dovbled the Government
arant of §116,000. Before this gratifying result could be gained,
much had to be accomplished in the way of convincing and over-
coming the prejudices of the people, who, when thesuggestion was
first made that the municipalities should have the power of doub-
hing the assessment, cried out luuilly against the proposal, decla-
ring that there was no possibility of compelling them to do so, and
that they would not voluntarily do it.  Yet they did it; and nearly
$100,000 were added to their contributions—inclusive of monthly
fees and assessment for buildings—from 1856 to 1560—1he total in
the former year being $406,776, and in the latter, $503,859. In the
assessments for buildings thete had been a decrease nf some $6000,
wstead of an increase, as on the other items, and this decrease, it
was urged, showed the necessity of making a special grant for
butlding purposes.



