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and the towns by dots. In ail my expëeince, 1 neyer met
with a child that could not thn.ý bejVade,- to -uindertand
what ivas meantL by a miap, without hto pg to barried
through. a course of lessons on t*»raphy.

IL is some imes said that chi1di-en#.re.very often tauglht
1- repeatL geograDhical terîns whi:bUJey do flot under-
stanid,- that a chiild brought up îe ý a towvn, for example,
lias no conception of what is mean by a mountain or.a
lake. 1 do not think many teachers witl endorse this
stzitement; theorists very often imagine difficulties which
are nevoer met withi in practice. llowever tame the sce-
iieiv of an y ighbourhood may be, there is generally a
hilI. a stîearn, and a pond ; and it is flot difficuit for the
quicki imagination of a child to magnify these into

tutntiîs ivr adlaeespecially if the imagination
is aided by a brief description on the part of the teacher.

Ilaving explained to our pu pls the nature of a map,
we next inform them that a 'globe is a representation of
the distribution of land and wvater tlirouglôttLhe 'vorld.
A single illustration wilt stuffice [o. sliowv them that in
whiatever position a globe be held, only one haif of its
surface can be seen at pnicç. 1 could theu be explained
dliat, in a rn4e.-_pflht 'Érd,. ttte, ilêW is. suppoàed:[& be
di vided irûto twvo equat parts, and'the halves flattened and
l)lacedl side by side.ý,We-might ext draw the alerition of
hie pli Plils [o the great continents, and especialty Euirope,
wviti t he Britisih Islands on Ltme extrerne verge of the
Western Herisphiere--

Et p<'nituts toto (hisos orbe Britarinos,

Mfien, Lurning [-o a map of Europe, we coiuld show,
Britain on a largyer scate, and point out Ille rolativeý
positions of other coiintries, wvitlî Lte mnes of ýVlîiii
thie children miglit be familial-, Lastly, %ve miglit turui
to a map of Englaud, and point out sorne of its great, fea.
[vires, and, if possible, the position of tlie town iii wvhich
time school was sittiated.

.Irrajinqcnt of Lsos

IL will be seen that the tessons described ahove are bt
îîreliminary ; the systematic study of geography shotild
hegin by our native country. Great care should be taken
in arranging the tessons, so that the several parts of tlie
subject corne in their matural order. Our pupits wvould
theni see the connection between one part and atiother ;
their intelligence would be quickened, and tîteir interest
kept alive. So far as England is concerned, tlie followinig
woutd seem [o be a naturat order : the botindaries and
coast line, thus showving the shape of the country then,
the sui-face and minerais; next, rivers anti lakes; [len,
cliniate and productions tvegetable and animnal); next
tlie people and theiroccupatioîs ; and lastly, thedivisions
anîd towns. The minerais ouglit to be taken alomg %vitli
Ille sur-face, because they depend upon [lie nature of ltme
surface : înotnt.ains andl hilly. couintries are geîîerally,
ricii in minerais, whlîe in fiat district these are rare. IL
is iot wvise to make too many divisions in a tesson, or ln a
course of tessons, for the con4inuity of the subJect-matter
is thius often losL. The teacher slîoutd also be on luis
5guard agaitist usiag one s[ereotyped fori for ail
couintries alike :for, if [lis bie donce, lie is very often
teînpted to insert tunimportant facts for tHe sakie of svm-
nîetry. Gare also shiould be takemi, especialty ini treatiig
of foreign couniries, to makie a judicions setection of
facts. ,It seems a wvaste of time to tell a chila very nîuch
about the arrny andi navy of foreign cotintries, or tlie
différent houses of legistature, and [lhe inmber of mem-
bers in each ':on [lie otiier hand, it migh t lie interesting
to hlm to learn somethingy about the food, dress, ani
general condition of thse people.

Physical Geography.

We have laid 'stress upon [lie importance of arranging
the lessons oij-'ýitelligihle principle, so as to show the
dependence 0t,Ône part of the subject-matter upon
anQther. Il is ,.e neglect ofthis principle that has ofteni
brouit thtret4~ù4 disrepute. Geography is looketi
upori as.,a mneaxi ot:acquiring a certain number of useful
fàcý?4 but se 4om as an instrument of intettectual
traXinng' an&1ý.4Lfew subjects are better adapted [o this
purpose. Wjie»m properly taught, iL flot only strengtliens
the.memo>ry, but.it also simulates the imagination andi

qckens general in telligence. In order, however, that
the true relation betwveen one part of generat geography
and.another should be propry understood, [lie pupils
shéutd have some knowledge of physicat geography. It
wouldbe welt, therefore, wvhen Liîey begig tîme geogroph y
of Edgland, tîjat Lhey shoul4 alap imceive ýsoiie feemenL-
ary 1 sons in phpsieat geëpraphy. In &his w4vîy,,tliey
w ou'dbecome acquainteti wîtli oerboin gederalü prinflAes
.which would explain the facts'they are tearning, .1tid
wotd atit both of their interest andi value.

Anotimer reason wlîy the study of physical geograplîy
slîotld ie introduced asearlyas possible is, thiat it is oîîly
ini this branch of tlie sïîbJect [uaL we can takie that wvide
viewv of tlhe question Nvliich raises geograpmy to Ilile
dignity of science, In descriptive gk-o iaphy we are
neesslarily conflned. [o a limnited area; but when we
viev [lie earth as a whole, wvc discern tlie intimate rela
Lion lietLeen otie part of of its strttut'e anti onoLhý!r.
Tatiglit by sîîcl men as Ritter anti Guyot, wve sec that
[lie apparenttv fortîmitous distribution of landi andi w~ater,
[lie irrogiilarities 'of [lie earthi's surface, andth[e- disposi-
[ioli of the minîtain. cliains. have stanped a certain
diversity of clim4te' upon different partsof [lie globe;
andlhis lias agaiîm.resttét iii certain fertile regions lyï i,"
side by side wvitti deserts anti other tracts nmore -or less
sterile. The regions favo ureti by nature have beeti
inlîabited by luxurious and ellèminate races, ivhile [he
more sterile countries have giveli birth to hardy and
independent tribes ; anid the conflict between the North
aîîd SouLth lorrns a large portion of the past history of
m-ankind. Or again, -it has been pointed ont [bat [lie
fertile river vallcys of Egyp[ amîd Western Asia wvere the
centres of early civitizatiotn, andi that the position of lme
great motintaiti chans. of Asia and Europe facititateti
[lle spread of mankinit over [tie earLl, by enabling Iiii
10 wvarder lar away froîîî his original abode wi[itoui
stmiferiiig any, great change of climate. 'Ne sec, also,
how Euirope, brokien uip by its, coas[ tine anti mnountajins
into separate nationalities, mvas, by its ,'varied contrasts,"
cnabled [o carry on to greater perfection a civilizatoit
%v'hiclî in Asia liad become stationary; andi how Americai,
w~ih iLs broad and fertile plains, offers a honme [o the
surplus population of [lie. 01 Continent.

Of course, tho portions of piîysicat geogî'-atlîy sulected
iii the first instance slîould be adaptedti o [lie age of our
pupils. 'rtue gemierat distribution of landi and wvater, te
causes of wvinds and oceanic currents, andi the agencie,
whiclî i nfllîeice climate, miglit first be tatigît. Volcanoes
anti earthquakes, [lie formation of glaciers and iceb)er-g.,
[lle lawsi which regîîtate Lime distinction of plants anid
animais, and [lie influence wvhich. mnix andi ilature have
Inu[uatly exerteti upon ecdi other, %votld follow in due
course. In our upper classes iL inigh[it ho ativisable [o
advance stilt further, and [o impart [o 0111' juîpi[s sonie
linowiedge of t~he principles of geology.

Tihis scienîce is w~ell N'ortlî sitidying foi' its own salie
luiit il. i- in el la1 physical geograpiîy [hl 1 Mvsh1
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