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THE MATERIALS 0F APOLOGETICS.

H .AVING explained the three-fold office of Christian apologetics,
-defence, vindication, refutation-a rapid sunvcy of the wvidc

doniain ini which the inaterials of discussion hifvlie inust now
be madle. That domain may be clivided into threeé great sections:
First, there is ivhlat maty bc calleci fundaiental or philosophical
apologetics, wvhere the great debate is betwvcn the theistic and anti-
tlieistic thecories of the universe; secondly, there is what mna be
tcrined historical or evidential apologetics, where the gist of thie
controversy is beti'eeni the supernatural and anti-supernatural viewvs
of the Bible and Christianity ; and thirdly, we have whlat, for wvant
of a better tcrm, we rnay ricsignate polenical or irenical apolo-
getics, wvherc the main topics of discussion relate to the bcaringy of
mnodemn scientific rescarchi upon a divine reeinsucb as' the
Bible sets forth, and upon a --uperinatur.il systeni such as Chiristian-
ity is. A very brief sketch of cacli of thecse scctions of apologetic
discussions niai? give soinc ideca of the ma/zejcias which inust enigae
the attention Of the apologete ini the dischargcr of his higyh office.

Prof. Beattie, in his inaugural lecture, ciclivered at the close CIf last session,
discusscdl the question of! Chrsiian Ap; l;ei s functin1l. onda' spirit."
The discussion of the materials of apr~ingetics is ceiplute in itsd1, inti is the rnost
important part of the lecture.-mv. I..
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