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ATTROACHING SESSION OF PARLLAMENT.

In our last we briefly recapitulated some of the leading mea-
sures conunected with commercial reform which must of necessity
occupy the attention of our Legislature at the approaching Ses-
sion.  That list might be extended, Lut we Lelieve it cannot but
be admutted that, as 1t stands, 1t 1s sufficiently comprenensive ta
impress every person who consuders it with the maguitude of the
duties abont to devolve on our representatives. The all-important
quustion whiClh anses is, A the Provinoial 2inist.y prepared
with plins cummensurate with the vecasion?  Aad, i so, have
they sufficient influence in the two Houses of the Legislature to
carry these planstinto operation ?

That the Representative of the Suvereign, constituting ia kim-
self—in analogy with the theory of the buush Constitution—the
fisst branch of the Legislature, is strongly in favour of Free
Trade measures, public romour universally proclaims; and the
replies which His Excellency has Leen pleasad to aake tu va-
rio ., addresss, evuntenauce this belief. Tudeedy we can scarely
imagine that the Brtish Government could be s0 bhiad tothewr own
interests as to depute any person imbued with the antiquated
doctrines of protectivn to guvern a couatiy, pliced as Canada s
at present.  We are, therelure, quite prepased to capect fivia His
Excellency the Governor-General, the exerion of his inflaence—
sofar as it can be constitationally exerted—-in favo + of all those
measures which aro in accordance with Free-Trade principles.
His Excelleney lias now been suine muynths ia this country, and
- hag had a far opportunty of ascentaining the wants of the com-
munity: he has had brought before s notice the danger to our
commerce of the continuance of the restrictions under which we
lhimur, and e pecessity for promptaade of activa e theic re-
moval. So far, therefore, as the wishes of the Governor-General
£9, all our anticipations are favourable.
 Bat comething more than the favour cf the Governoris  quired
to obtain for us the fruition of our views. It is essentjcl that he
should be surrounded by Councillors who will labour zealously in
the great work, and who will, if necessary, sacrifice the rank and
"emolumeuts of olfice to carry ont the principles of Free Trade.

Ate such the cuaracteristies of the tnen now ia power?  We are
afraid that an answer must be given in the negative. The coumse
pursued by those gentlemen in relation to the commercial interests
“of the country is not encoaraging. They have not had the boldness
'ta meet changes which they must have foresceny and which it was
-their duty to have provided for, Last session when it was
-obrious that a great revolution in the commercial policy of
Great Britain was about to be consummated, and which would

necessitule a similar chauge hercy~did ticy come furward

then Governor-Ceneral, Lord Catncant, to iudi o a Jespatch,
which set at nought the sound principles of Politizal Economy,
distorted fucts, misrepresonted public opiniun, maligued the
characier of the people by attribuling their attachinent to
the muilizr cvuntny to the most sonlid aud mercenary motives,
and even siouk the foundation of publie credit, by hinting at na~
tioual baukeuptey as & a pussiblo caro ™7 Nay more, when we,
on the pablication of this fuinous despatelh; administered a gentle
castigation, had they ot the aicanness, through their “ organ, to
deny that they wie responsible for its coments, although it ex-
pressly putpuits to have been written “ at their earnest desire,”
and as “a duty of the Executive of this Province 72 )

If the conduet of the Ministry to the close of the last sessinn of
the FProvincial Legislature was uot suchias to lacpue confidence,
has it since been of a diflerent character? Ilave we the most
distant reason 1o indulze the hope that they are at length *
awakened to the critical position of our commerce? The long
delay in summoning Parliament together, is the most conclusive
answer 1o s questions In van have wo saised our waming
voirt to pudist vut the daiger. tono Jleet bes it again and again
been reiterated in their cars; that ualess somne activo steps were
taken to obtaiu from the British Covernment—at least so far as
regards us—a modification ¢f the Brtish Ifavioation Laws, the
produce of vur country and of the Western States would leave
tieal Latutal Cinuel, the Si Lastoace Canalsy to be traasported
Uy the United States Cangals for foreigu poric of shipment. Surcly
on such an impottant subject our Legislature onght to have been
smemoned with the least possible delay, and vet the Ministr
deferred its assembling to 2lmost the very latest moment whic
the lettei of the Constitution admittc d 5 thus losing the oppodtanity
of canveyinz the vpinions of the peu, e of this country 10 the Bri-
lish Parliament during the present session, when a Committee is
actually siting on the sulyect of the Navigation Laws, and whose
decision wouid prubably be considerably aff cted by the repre-
sultations \\X.Q»ﬁ the Legislutare of this countiy might make.

It i, true our Board of Trade Las presc.ted a Memotial to the
Governo,-General on this momentous question, and that Memorial
has doubtless gone forward to the Imperial Government; but the
fact must, nevertheloss, not be lost sight of, that representations
from such a body cau never have eyual weight with representations
fron the Provincial Legislatute, and at all eveuts it must not be
forgotten that our Provincial Government hus abdicaled its most im-
portant funclions, leaving them lo bz perjormed by the Montreal
Board of T'rade.

It will probably be said that this inaction of our Exccutive Go-
vernment Wwas veeanoiacd by unavoidalle circutistancs, sume of
them beyond their control—such as the change of Govemnor—and
others arising from their uncertain position as a Blinistry. We have
al ady, in former articles, answered such arguments, nor do we
feel " necessary again to go over the same ground.  We now seck
to uige the attention of the commeicial commanity to facts as they
stand, without narrowly investigating their causes; our objectis to
awaken them from the lethargy in which they are placed, and to
caution them against teo great'a reliance on the Government ; and
this can ouly be dune by shewing how litde the Government has
as yet done for their interests.

If no great confidence can be placed oa the favourahle intentions
of the Exccutive Government, as regards Free Trade, still less
cause we fear is there to be satisfied of their power to camry ont
such vicws as they may eatertawm.  There is indeed too much rea-
soa to appreliend that the weakness of the administration will have
an injurious cfect on our interests, and that too much of the time
of the cnsuing sessicn will be taken up in th~ discussion of part
questions, 1o the exclusion of the great commercial questions whic
so impecatively call for settlement.  This is a danger at whicl we
cannot avuid glancing, bul we shall not dacll wwiat at any length,
as we wish to avold writing anything which may ideatify this°pa-
per with any political party, )

Ifwe tnia to the composition of the Iowso of Assembly,—of which
fully onc-Lalf are chosen from amongst the learned professions,—
we see little fo inspite us with hope.  We Lust it may not be




