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rai a systeni fitils. A ilindu should flot
wcar icather shocs, or use leather for any
purprîse. And many 'meclicines wvbich
are alnîo:t necessary, in sonie. diseases,
are equally forbi(dcn to, him. But lie
finds that, insensibly, lie is led on by the
progress of civilisation, and that bis seru-
pies must give ivay. Mien in tzteps the
poiverful firitish Government, and sanc-
tions and encourages the maintenance
ofthte absur<I systenî, talks of its respect
for these scruplcs, and stoops to a »recogv.
nitien of the tlîeory ivhich elevates thle
Bralimin te divinity, and treats the pa-
tient, in(Iustrious out-caste as an impure
and dcgraded being !

But the case of' the Scpoys is peculiar.
It is in reference te tlîeir dîsafiècton that
the governmnent offers theseý assurances.
It is said that the Sepo)ýs are jealous for
their religion, and that their minds must
be soothed But bow stands the fact?
There is one class in ftic conimunity to
ivhich no missions have been directed ;
one class which is almnost entirely un-
touched ; one class whieà lias ail along,
been jealously shielded fromn Christian
instruction. That class is the body of
Sepoys. Nearly allof thein are froin
Oude, wvhcre there lias neyer been a
-Christian mission. They go on furlough
in great numnbers yeariy, and attend the
sbrines and temples where pil~rm u
sort, without let or hindrance. fbijey sare
flot sent ont of India, in deference to
their scrupls Of Christianity they or-
dinarizy kYzowýs notbing more than tlîat it
is the nominal religion of their officers,
and thev cat bcdf and drink îine.-
Whrîoevér may have reason to complain
that bis reti2i;n has been interfèred with,
thc Sepoy is net the man.

But do they in fact say that they have
reason to coniplain of missions? Not in
flic least. The mutiny first broke out at
Berbampore. There is there a mission
of the London Missionary Society. The
il9th Native Jnfhntry, ivhen excited and
under arms there, mighlt vitlî ease lhave
destroycd the mission premises, and mur-
dered the missionaries. 'fley neyer
tlîrcatened cUbher. Tbey we e brouglit
down to Ba-rrackpore and disbarided ;
and, soon after, the 34th. were disbanded
there teo. Both regiments were Jet loose
on the eountr 'y. Opposite Barrackpore
is Serampore; a short way further up is
Cliinsurah. At both places there are
missions; The men went reving up the
country. They passed an. unprotected
mission at Burdwan ; they could casily

have reached the equally unprotected
mission stations at Kish ugar and Cutova.
As they went on, they mi-, lit have rcaeh-
cd others. But they neither threatened
or touched one of them. So at Meerut
and Umballa. l3efore this outbreak there
were preliminary symptoms of disatrle-
tion in various actsof inccndiarism ; but
flot one in the mission prenîises.

But thc most remarkcable case is that
of' Benares, that bigoted Ilsacred" city,
î%vith the bond civi officer a zealous
Christian, Nvith a considerable body of
active missionaries. flore %%cre tivo dis-
affected native regiments, a Sikb corps,
on which it was at first doubtful if reli-
ance could be placed, and 200,000 peo-

p le supposed te be impatient of missions.
Yet up te Chus time, without any Buro-

penn force (the heroic Commissioner
hnving pushed on te Cawvnpore the first
Europenns wblo %vent up thie country),
flie city bas been preseri'ed ini pence, and
not a hair of the head of a singlo mission-
ary bas perishced.

Far be iL fromn me to overlook, as the
efficient cause of this, the guardian pro.
teeting care of Flini wbose these meni are,
and wihom tbey serve. Hc bas said-
IlCall upon me ini the day of trouble, and
1 îvill deliver thee." And notoîîly bave
these, Ilis servants, soughlt Ris suceour,
but I know tlîat the sympathies ofotboîs
have called forth much, prayer on thcir
belialf. Mýostsigrnally, in answer tethese
intercessions auid supplications, Uc bas
manifestcd Ris rostraining power, and
Ris love te Ris own beloved people.-
But, at the sanie time, it is plain that if
there were in the bearts ef'the popula-
tion that nnimosity to missions wbîehi
some suppose te exist, the missions wvould
net have been overleoked by the disaf-
fected in this ivay, and wve slîould at
least have bad souie tokens of the popti-
lar ill-will.

But another cause for Uhc insurrection,
and that wbichi witlî the grentest proba-
bility is now surmniseci, is the secret woîk
of Mehaminedan enîissaries, instignted lev
the Princes of Lucknow and the Per"-
sians. T[his îvill probably be made plain
ere long. One siga of it is thc extenî-
sive diffusion of the same kind of stories
-that Lord Canning was pledgod te the
Queen te make the people Christians in
three ycars; that the Englîsh required
tbe Sepoys te fight for theun witl the
Russians, in China and I>crsia, and that
in order te qualify themn for lcaving lui-
dia, it was necessary first te destroy thoir

Sept.430


