
arc thue rocks axnongy ihich xnany of ail parties, Whijgs and Tories, C5hurch-
men and Dissenters, for 1 apply flie remark to ail, have split."

Lastly Moral or religions interests, w'hcenever suchi are involved in poli-
tical mov;enients, should bc regarded by the christian as of having the fil-si
elaim. uLJoJ his attention. Tixere may bc political issues wvhieh contain no
moral clcmcnt, but whvrever there is such an elemnt lie shonld regard it as,
of greatcr importance titan any merely political question iwhieh he is called
to decide. WeV need not Qay hi different is the viewv of worldly) men. With
them polirical questions are everythiag, and religion and morality arc either
not regalrded nt ail or only so far as they are snbservicnt to the advancemient
of polit ical ends. 11 Corn*mon with this, too, ive consider it a matter at which
clhriftian mca should aim, to have men of deeided christian chiaracter filling
tie igier stations of the country. A qtnc4,ioii may here a risc-whethler a
eliristian is authorized to -vote for nien iv'ho give Dio evidence of personal re-
li'gion? itis is a point of some difflcnlty. On the one liand, it ;vill be at
once atlmnitted that it is cxtremnely desirable to have moen of' piety ia ilxi pia-
vces.-lt will render tIroir office in the highiest degree a ble.ssingý to the corn-
mnunity. And yet, on thre otlier hand, it may -ielI bc a-,ked, wii it be for
the interests of the comnaiiiity t0 entrust public affairs Io the bands of inca-
pable men, mecly becaiise they are pions ? A mar i ay be a good chris- é
than, and bunt a poor statesinan. and should a chiristian vote for a irait whose
viewvs of public policy lie believes to Uc not only erroneous bnt deeply inju-
rious to the interests of the country,--Ovefl althougli lie believes him to be a
eorivcrted mati? IWe must therefore admit, tUat wvhul picty is extremely de- 15
sirable iii public mcn, it. is flot indispensable. It is iii this as in sortie other

to liave a pions as well as skilftil physician ? But ini a case of emerýg-eney,
whlo, wonld not prefer tUe most ski iful, whetlher be were religions or not?

And yet we are very far from admitting that christians tire justified in
disrcgarding the moral character of publie men. We know that it is comn-
inonlir held that w'e should look only at tixeir public princîples, and Somte t-
would have us vote for those with. whorn wve mighit agree iii political view..,
whiatever their moral character. Stiel a sentiment ive intist ntterly repudi-
zIe 'rie interests of inorality we rega rd ,i: of higher importance thanae ary
mercly political issue thiat mny Uc tried. The in ury done to all the highier
iiîeiests or' tUe comnxninity by tUe elevation of bad moen, is sncb, that ive can- '

muot conceive of any political interest whiehi w'onld justify a christian in lend-
ing bis assistance Io place ini situations of publie hionor, persons of open un-
godlincss or decided imrrrorality. We humibly conceive that there is necd
for christians tiaking a stand hiere. At preseat, the mcan who, press ilto pub-
lic offices are the ambitions and tire unscrupulonis; and as long as chirîstians "
froni party feeling maise no difficulîy about giving( thieir suffrages to suecb.
this is iikely 10 continue to bc the case. Were christians to take a firm stand
againqthtie elevation of m-ea destitute of moral 1)ririciplc, the resuit wvould, ini
a short lime, Uc most favorable to, the intere,4s of' tUe country. We cannot
sec in what other way tUai state of things ean lie brou-ght about, when Ilour
offieers shall bc pence and onr exactors riglitcousrxcýs."

TUe remarks made regarding christians, t0 some extent apply to the chris-
tian axinister. TUcre is, hiowcver, ibis difference: that the business of the
latter is attendance, upon religions services, and th-it therefore, in aIl ordina-
ry cases, lie can have no eaU to be actively cngp.ged iri political aff-inis, arry
more than any other wvorldlly eniffloyrient. "lNo matn tiraI warre.h entarrg-

leth himself 'rvith the affaira of ibis life; that lie may pleuse hlm who haîli
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