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at WIst to amalgamate with some new Society which iigl,,it undertake,
to connect the science and learning of the whole Dominion in soine
coninon bond ; but to this thiere exist sucli serious obstacles, that, to,
hope to overcome them, requires more enthusiasm than many of us
posscss, and after ail the field would be too wide for a single moderate,
sized publication to do justice to ail às parts, and die diffieutty of agree-
ing- about a common centre of management, the distance of the parts
and (f'or the present) the diffieulty of' communication, would interfere
with the success, of the experini.. Giving, up asý lopelesýs, and
attended vith certain seyious evils fliis 'wider phian. i seemis evident
enougli that we must not pretend to provide for any wants of the Pro-
vince of' Qucbec, but must widhdraw within the bounds of Ontario. Is
it possible for us to extcnd our iasefui influiences within these bounds,
or does prudence counsel taking the opportunity of confining ourselves
to providing for the wants of this city, and its imimediate Deiglibour-
hood ? lIt seexus to nie that, we have -no rigbt to confine ourselves
within narrower lituits than the Province of Ontario. So far as we are
a publishiug Society, tlic wliole Province lias nui iuircst in knowing
what wo do, and studious men in ail parts of i, have a elaini on our
pages, as being théir proper acss to thc public for communications of
a certain class, w1lilst ià is obviously our object to make tlie journal
express the ighlest thoughit and mos, oagnalad iînpoiiant itiquiry,
carried on w'ithin our bounds, so far as their resitits ean take a forai
suitable to our plans. The, Province of Quebec lias iLs own scientifie
journal, 'with which we cannot interfere; but Nve sliould be sorry to sec
-mr own iînmediate citizens driven beyond our bounds to finel manls of
mak-ing, knowa their discoveries and opinions-, and whilst the Province
of Oavio ou-lit 10 furuish abundauce and varicty ot mateial-il may
lie safely affirmed that for a considerable iUrneI to corne, flic mîitiplica-
lion of periodical publications, devoted to science and the more brs
forais of literature, could only occasion pecuniary loss and the distîp-
poinîment of all conccrned. It may still bc said dhat we have îîever
obtained a large number of country mrnbers, and that iL is natural
that t.owrs which are now rapidly rising in magnitude and importance,
should provide intellectual resources for ticm.sclvcs, aîîd have sot:ieties
of their own. I answer it is desirable fliat, they should, aud thcy have
our hecarty wishes for their sucecss; bttsince in union .s strength, and
silice the attempt at separate publication could at presecnt only result in
evil, wliy should not ali local literary and scicntific societies, lvh2ther
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