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extol his lord and love him in his soul after his
body has become valueless and only his deeds
remain.

So mourned the people of the Gefits for their

dear lord. And they said of him that he was
the mildest and gentlest of all the kings of the
world, the most gracious to his people and the
most jealous for their glory.
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A club was formed some years ago in England,
to perpetuate the memory and propagate the princi-
ples of Richard Cobden, whose great friend, Mr. T.
Bayley Potter, M.P., took a leading part in the
movement. At first the Association was rather at a
loss for a practical object, and seemed in danger of
degenerating into an annual dining club, the very
last thing which would have been desired as a tri-
bute of respect by Cobden’s shade. An annual
essay prize was tried, but proved a failure. At last
the club hit on the idea of an annual volume of
essays, which has so far proved a success. The
volume before us has passed very rapidly to asecond
edition, and scems fully to deserve that honour.
‘The principles of the essayists, like those of the club,
are of course Liberal and Free Trade ; but no op-
ponent, we believe, can deny that these principles
are advocated in a worthy and philosophic manner,
with firmness of tone, calmness of reasoning, and
fulness of information.

M. De Laveleye’s essay ‘“ On the Causes of War,
and the means of reducing their number,” is worthy
of a distinguished publicist, comprehensive, acute,
and, though strongly pacific, free from millennial
reverie. e has, however, fallen into the prevalent
error with regard to the Treaty of Washington, which
he celebrates as ““an event on which all humanity
may justly congratulate itself.” Had he considered
the question of the Fenian claim, he must have seen
that, as we have said before, the refusal to submit
that Jaim to arbitration while reparation was exacted

for the escape of the Aladama, makes the Treaty,

a rampant assertion of the immunity of the United
States from responsibility, and a repudiation instead
of a vindication of international morality. The two
most important essays in the volume, however, at
least with reference to British legislaticn, are those
of the Hon. George Brodrick and Mr. Fowler.
Even the strongest Conservatives are beginning to be
somewhat anxious with regard to the land question,
and to perceive that it will be a dangerous state of
things when the great bulk of the land of England
is in the hands of a small number of wealthy proprie-
tors, and the nation is reduced to the condition of a
tenant-at-will on its own seil.  All experience tends
to prove that a numerous body of frecholders is the
strongest support of national institutions. Both
essayists conclude in effect in favour of the same
measure, viz., such an alteration of the law that no
tenure shall be recognized but a tenurein fee simple,
so as to preclude the tying-up of land; and to some
such policy British legislation probably points. “No
new or startling change,” says Mr. Brodrick in con-
clusion, ““would be wrought by the new law in the
characteristic features of English country life.
There would still be a squire occupying the great
house in most rural parishes, and this squire would
generally be the eldest son of the last squire ; though
he would sometimes be a younger son of superior
merit or capacity, and sometimes a wealthy and en-
terprising purchaser from the manufacturing dis-
trict. Only here and there would a noble park be
deserted or neglected for want of means to keep
it up and want of resolution to part with it, but it is
not impossible that deer might often be replaced by
equally picturesque herds of cattle; that landscape
gardening and ornamental building might be carried
on with less contempt for expense; that game pre-
serving might be reduced within the limits which
satisfied our sposting forefathers ; that some country
gentlemen would be compelled to contract their
speculations on the turf, and that others would have
less to spare for yachting or for amusement at Con~



