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Personally 1 do flot think that the Hydro-Electrie Sysiei.î
is going to seriously affect the steam plants, but 1 do think
that there are certain conditions under w'hichi the Hydtîo-
Eleetrie can give a man cheaper p)ow'er titan lie ean develop it.
1 went into this matter very thoroughly and know what 1 amn
talking about. 1 make an evaporative test every cight lîours.
1 know how imany pounds of voal I arn ourning, how mtii
water 1 arn evaporating, in fact, 1 know just what my j)ltiit
wiIl do, but the Hydro-Electric ean supply nie current ehealter
than 1 cani generate it, and there are many other plants in the
cxty to-day to which the Hydro-Eleetrie, or the Toronio Èlev-
trie Light can supply current clîcaper titan theY eau generat-
it.

Engineers must wake up ani study their plants if they are
to make them efficient. They shoiuld try ani educati' tliim-
selves, and thus bie better men, and show the mîanufacturer,
what they can do. Engineers in the past have flot been «tiie
to the situation, but now that thcy have sut'h competition
t.ley must sec that tlîey make themsclves more efficient.

While engineers have heen ediieating tltenselves, they
have neglected the one essential thing, to îny mind, and tîtat
is to educate the manufactturer to appreciate their servives
more than they have been doing.

1 have been suffering front a col(l, in consequcenQ, oe wiie
1 aut rather hoarse, and do flot feel aible to say any more

Mr. Wilson,-

There are many things whieh enter into the eost of pro-
dueing cheap power othcr titan the eost of fuel, miniiery.
etc. Consideration lias to, 1w given to tîte floor space, rent that
is cltarged up, and the interest on the mnoney that i.4 invested.
aiso, the amotint that is written off ecdi year, ustîally 10 per
cent. of first cost.

AIl these things niake it very liard for a inain %vith a sîttail
plant, say, 150 to 200 h.î. to vompete %viti the rtgivet 1).\
central stations.

The Toronto Eleetrie Light Co. does not sepiii to nie, Io
have any fixed price at all. Tlîey will promnise anytliing iii

order to get your bouse or business place to becottte a eustottt('r
of titeirs. Thîey will corne in and ask you liow imich coal voit
burn, and wil tiien offer to supply you with power for lthe
amount of your coal bill. It is very liard to eut down thiz, coal
bill enoughi to eotinteract the extra charge of floor rent, in
terest on the nîoney invested, and, in most cases, the wages of
one or two extra inen, it is alîîost impossible to mcdt vointpctt
tion of titis kinîl.


