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' WEAT HE WAS.

Rt diff calt for thase wholiave nut systematically visiren
aniongai poor drunhrds 1q form a just canception of the de-

l}asmg ‘influences of ous Jrinking customs.  The hmdness of
ﬂeart, the abandonment of all religious restraint, even by
thosge whaonce knew the why of rightecusness, and the extent

1 to which infidel and blasphemons principles ate fostered by

the aid'ol tntoxidating liquars, ate beyond conceplion.

"'l'he Ioflomn; affecting ms(am;e was met w:lh in York:—

On a Sabbathin 1848 on leavme the Wmley phqe Sunday-{ -
schooly.and proceeding up Black . Horse- -passage, 1 met.an
emadinted ‘creatute, staggeting st every foststep. ‘Taking|©
hold ofhmri By the'arm, 1 kmdly remonstrated tvitli him on
bis ux\b,appx condifion,, Although he had been diinking at
the public-house all the night, he wag yet able to converse
with considerable callectedness, but ha had to make uso of
the wall to* prevent him from' failing.. [ soon found that I
hid encountered a 'man of considerable natural talent, and
who bad evidently ongo moyed i m betler c;rcumstances. He
boas&lngly avowed himself an lNerL, tidiculing all refor-
ehce to,¢thé Bible and a fulure stete- of heing, whilst he
loudly protested that religion was all « humbug.”? Fixing
my cye&steadnly upon him, and still grasping hlS hand, 1
ea;nesﬂ'}," but affectionately said, « [ have met with others
who, like you, have ridiculed religion whilst they were in
health; bu who when dealh stated them in the face have
wished me to pray will them; and in the last half-hour of |3

[| your Jife, Dmmf w:ll make you think differéntly to what

you now, do.” ' The awful look of despair, the gnashing of
the teeth, the clenchiug of the fist, and the fearful oath with
which hei exclaimed, ¢ Thal praTu plagues me,” I ohall
perhaps never forget.

1n furiher conversation 1 endeavored to move hins by
refemng to hig departed mothar. He became affected, and,
with a deep 5|gh, exclaimed, «Ah! 1 was once 2 happy
wan.”? :

Froth answers to' inquiries, I found that ho had beena
member of a Christian church for seventeen years, but that
during the last seven yzarshe had been an unhappy ¢ back-
| slider.?

1 now assured him 1hat there was still hope for htm if he
would abandon his ways, and retirn to Christ for pardoning

WHAT HE BECA? E.
meroys * You may again become a happy man,” Tassured
him. ¢« No, never! sir; it is ull over now,” he repliads
After pleading with him to hecore a total abstainet From
drink, as a step towards the right way, he cx¢lm'ﬂcd “l
never will ! Eyety momniing when 1 awake, I amn as mmr
able asman can be until I get same drink, tut when Lre, gat
it, then 1’m as bappy as any man in {kte world, and care for
nothing.” , S

Ou jnviting him o accompany me o a place of yiorshif,
he said, ¢ No sir; I sball never put my fgot within, eithes

church or chapel again.”” On haunding him a tract he refused
it, antt replied <€ 1 do not wish to insult youysir; but I shall
nof read either i€ or the Kxblc, nor will I let ity due reatlite
me. It is no use now.” My heart yeameq ovef the’ o@r
unkappy wauderer, but remonstrance scemed allogalhex uns
availimg. . RURT

When parting, 1 expressed & hoye that he would, on yefleed
tion, adopt a new course of life. He shook” my hand and,
with a quivering lip, exclgimed, “{ thank you,sic; fe kngw
you wish me well, but I shall never aller now.”. -, . ; -

As 1 left him I thought I had never met with a'mure
1|stuiking instance of the iron grasp with which intdxiciting
liquars scem, as it were, o “scalthe rum" ofmany,ollhcq
victims, -I» wvasa manof superior abilities; hie commeaced
life with a bright prospect of success ; 107 many- years he

adorned a Christian profcscxon but he was a moderalh
drinker. ‘The «hottle” and ‘the « decanler” were in {is
bouse. DMany of his Christian brethuren had Snvited hnm to
take < one glass” with them. Imperceptiblya love for drmk
was created.

Private prayer was now neglected ; the house of Gad
forsaken, relatives and those who had first cmboldened bim
to drink now turned their backs upon him; untilotep by step,
he sunk so low that he now fondly heped there was no God
to judge him, no ficaven fo gain, no hell to escape.

Parents ! Brothers! Sisters ¥ Sunday-school Teachcrs’
Professing Cristians ! Jook at “ TIE CONTRAST ;7 see ¢ WHAT
HEY WaS,"? and ¢ wHAT HE BRCANE;” and may the sight
move you, as it moved me, to pledge myself to réneswed
exertion in promoting the Temperance cause. '
~ Teetotal Times, T. B. SmiTsss.




