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ON COMMUN sCHOOL RDUCATION.

the smnmit of human happiness, and to teach them
those things which lead to the possession ofthat bless-
ing, are the proper duties of teachers. Butare even
half our teachers qualified to do this? Ifear not.
Many of them know not that educatior. mcaus any
thing more than a capacity to read, write and cipher
The object of education is the increase of human
happiness, and these are only some of the means, by
which this is to be acquired.

Ihave long waited, session after session, in the
hope that the Legislature of this Province would do
something decisive, extensive, and worthy of the
subject ; but hitherio 1n vain. Every candidate for
Legislative honors promises freely, upon the hustings,
ifhebe elected ,to support education and the improve-
ment of the roads. But how are these promises kept ?
No sooner do they reach the capital than other—and
to them, far more intcresting subjects—engagetheir
attention. To remedy the evil, at a small expense,
1 would propose the followingplan. Letall who take
an interest in the improvement of education talk te
une another, and especially totheir representatives
in the provincial pailiamentand try to petsuade thena,
at their next session, not unly to make a more hberal
provision fur the support of common schools, but also
tor sending home an active young an, a teacher of
one of vur district schouls, to Glasgow, to Icarn the
training system.  On his return, let all the other dis-
trict teachers find substtutes for six months, till they
learn the systen from him; afierwards let all the dis-
trict schools be considered Normal schools, at which
all the teachers of common schools should be requir-
ed to attend, at least three mcnths, before their ap-
poinunent by the Board of Educution.

Bnt all this would not have ihe desizad efieet, unless
some terest in fovor of educativa, were excited a-
mong the peoplegenerally  In order to this, 1 would
recommend that tei o1 more copies of Tavlor's Dis
triet Scheol and of Siow s nainirg system,for cach ine
hibited township in the provivee, should he purchas-
cd at the public expense, and placed in charge of suit-
able persons, to be tent out for adimited tise, to all
whoe are inclined to read tham, This wounld tend to
arouse onrpopulation fron smental apathiy, shaw them
whit education really is, and the hnportince  of hav-
ing it so conducied, as 10 kad our yonth to form nio. s
and religious Zabits. The time in which we live
abounds wath seligions ity uetinn, bt maral and 1 e-
ligious training hasbeen ~ally neslected. Ience it
is, that thowsands ameng us Ao v hat is right, yclda
what is wronz.  The taining svsem is admirbiv
fited to remedy thix cvil; and were it gencraliy
adopted, we might reasonably expret soon aftes an
smense aceession  buman happiness, It is found-
al upon the seriptute precept, * ‘Lriin up achald in
the way he <hould zo, and wien he is old, he will
ot depatt from QL7 1a praponion to the negleat of
this, human misery will be famd taprevail; in pro.
partion to i cbaervance, wil the Sappinew of the
human faauiy br iacicased.
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Another means of extending the blessings of edu-
cation, especially in the higher branches, and at a ve-
ry trifling expense, would be the establishing of a
circulating schoul in every district, upon the plan of
the Gaelie schools in Scotland.  The teacher might
remain at each station, 2 month ata time, teaching
the owtlines of Gramunar, Composition, Geography,
Nawral History, Astronomy, Natural Philosophy
&c. branches not taught in common schools. In the
atternoon, or evening, he might deliver a plain, and
popular lecture on one or other of these sciences,
accompanicd with a few simple experiments. This
would be attended by many who had been otherwise
employed during the day. Teachers of common
schools, in particular, should be enjoined to attend, and
thus become better gualified for the discharge of \huir
duty. By thesc means, the inhabitants of the most
renote townships would have education brought home
to their dvors ; and no doubt, all who have any taste
or desire for improvement, would avail themselves of
the opportunity thus afivrded them.

Let not the expense of this plan be an obstacle in
the way. The cost would be a mere trifle compared
withthe benefits that would fullow.  Give the people
onund instiuction in religion, morals, science,and po-
lities ; and you may rest assured that industry, con-
tentient, and  general bi ppiness will be the result.
Gorvernments, as well as individuals, are sometimes
penny wise and pound fudli:h.  Had fromoneto two
thowsand pounds 2 year, fur the 1astten years, been
oxpended in the way 1 have proposed, the leaders, in
the kete unnawural rebeliion, could not have found a
hundred followers in the whole province. Whata
infle would even a liberal provision for cducation be,
compared with the militny expenses of the last jour
mowhe. By the simple means [ have recommended,
the King ot Prussia has enlightened and elevated s
sl Ca—made them indostrions aud  happy—and,
theugh hisrule issull in same degres despotic, these
is ot apeople in Eniope so usited apd  autached 1o
theit gorernment as the Prusions are—ang  all
tHirongh a wiseand Libeial system ol education.

Liemain,
Youns Truly,
WILLIAM EELL.

Penth, 20h Mareh, 13833,

Rexanrks ox taE Svyyop Lisrary.
Mn. Emiron,

When the commission of the Synod
met in January Inst, it was amidst the alarms of
war : amd this cirenmstance occasionad the deferring
of the consideratinnt of nimy  subijects. Amonyg
other buaness which was not then entered on, was
that wheehr pebates 10 the Synod  Library.  *Tlhe
Comniission, it s eniveived, would, had they at wil
taken up the. < ugect, Lave passed 2 vote of thanks to




