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amongst furmers promotes a knowledgo of farming, and when it is well
kunown that this ia so, we are 1ather surprisud that farmers astociations
are not more favorably considered by the generality of farmers than
they aro in some placesat present. At the formation of the East Oaford
Association, Mr. Alexander, who was subsequently appointed it Pre-
sident, deliveied an admirable address on the benetiy of Farmers
Asgociations.—Colonist.

Provincial Exhibition.

The Annual Exhibition of the Proviucial Agiicultural Assaciation,
will be hield in Poronto, on the 21st, 2a:l, Vird, and th of Septom-
ber,  Extensive arrangements have been made o ensure a desplay of
the produco and industiy of the conntry, commensurate with the
extrasrdinary increase in its population and wealth, since the last
Exhibition held 1 his city four years ago,

Tho Lacal Committeo in their address to the Citizens of Taranto
express their confident cxpectation that the Omarin, Simcoe and Liake
Huron Rulroad will be opened, and the Locomotive in operation as
far as Bradford, by the time * xed for the fair. A very lage number
of visitors from all parts of Cavada and the United States is lvoked
for, and (for the purpose of aflording cvery facility to strangers to
procure stwitable accomodation) the  Loeal Committee have announced
their intention to keep a record of all Houses of cutertainment in the
city and Euvirons, as also the extent of accommodation each possesses
a1 d the chaiges for the same.

Premiums to be awarded by the Provincial Agricultural
Assucintion.
For Agricultural Reports of Countics in Upper Canade, for

1853.  Open to general competition.
For the best County Report, (Wellington and
Hastings exeepted,) « - -7 - -£2 0 0
Qud o - - - - -+ - -1 0o
and Do - - -« - - - .10 00

Ath Do - = = -+ - - - 500

These Reports, in addition to the usual information requied
1e3pecting the condation of Agiicultural Socicties within their range,
shoulid deseribe the various soils of the County 5 modes of Farming ;
value of land ; amount of tillage and average of crops ; breeds of lie
ftock : implemonta and machines in use ; methads of preserving and
applying manures ; sketeh of past progress, with suggestions for future
improvement.  The manufacturing and commereial condition and
capabilities of the County should likewise bo stated, together with any
other facts that would illustrato its past history ar present condition.

All statistical information should be condensed a’ much as possible,
and when practicatle, put into a tabulated forsn.  Tho nain object of
each roport should bo to afford any intelligent stranger that might read
it, aconcise, yot an adequalely truthful view of the Agricultural condition
and Industrial pursuils of the County. While all unnecessary particulas
are to be avaided in the preparation of these Reports, complctencessshould
as much as possible bo kept in view.

The Reports must be sent in to the Sceretary of the Board of
Azriculture, accompanied by a sealed note containing the name and
address of the wiiter, on or lefore the 1t of April, 18535 and no report
will be received after that date. Such reports as obtain premiums will
becomo tho preperty of the Board—Agriculturist,

POREBIGN.

Accidents in Mincz-—Not loss than 6000 of our fellow-creatures
have been destroyed in the mines during the Jast ten years.  Some of
them hava been shattered 1o picces in the mine—projected against the
sides of this terrible picce of ordnance ; while others, out of its imme-
diate range, in another part of the workings, have been instantly

isoned by the gascous produstions of the explosion. Others, again,
wave beon drowned iu the depth of the mino, and tome have fallen
many bundred fect and been braised to death, while mauy have been
crushed undor tons of fallen roof, and the very likeness of man beea
destroyed.

At thig juncture, asif guided by a special Providence, a strong and
national society_is preparing to make this subject its poculiar care.
Practical and sciontific mon, as if anticipating its increased necessity,
held a preliminary meoting in Westminster, on Wednesday, last week,
to ferm a Socioty for the preservation of life from oxplosion and other
accidonts in mines. It was there resolved that a society having theso
objects in viow, should have its seat in London, and its ramifications
in every mining district.

Wo Lave the names of some of the first practical and scientific men
of tho day, as well as of Members of Pasliawcnt, who are prepared to
support this Society. In London we have a concentration of the
science of Europo, and the influence and the power of the kingdom,
that will tender to the wine all human means and appliances suited
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for their dangerous conditivn ; whilo practieal knowledge and experi-
once from tho mincs will offer to science the clements for experiment
and calcalation, ‘Thus 1eflecting on each other, sl proceeding hamd
in hand, they will bring to light a better and more secure mode for
working our dangerous mines. Science, thus led by piactical know-
ledge, enabled M. Jurs, the Fronch academician, to discover the laws
of tho natural vontilation of mines, aud their dungeroun condition at
certain seasons.  So led, Sir Humphrey Davy and Mr. G, Stevenson
discovored tho safety-lamp ; and no led, Professor Bischoff, of Boun,
detected biscarburetted hydiogen in some of the continental mines,
that rendeied the safety-lamp in them an instrument of danger. It
was this which discovered that the same safety-lamp beeame a source
of explosion in the hauds of the muner, when passing threugh an
explosive atmosphero of moie than 3 ft. a second. ~ It was this combi-
nation of science and practical knowledge that has given to the mincs
their varions means of ventilation—the furnace, the fan, the ventilating-
pump, the clevated chimney, and the steam-jet. It is this which has
onabled us tu penctiate nearly 2000 feet into the bowels of the eath,
through quicksands and feeders of water, some of them G000 galluns
rer nunute, and to extract thetefrom the winerals 8o important to the
i fividual man and to the countty, It is this combination that is the
hope of the future.

A uational sacioty for the miners, inspived by humasity, and so
influencod and guided, cannot but be productive of the most beneficial
results.—JMining Journal,

Railicay Statisties.—The length of railway open at the end of 1851 was
6390 miles ; cud of 1850, 6621 miles; aud end of 1819, 6032 miles—
showing an increase in mileage in 1851 over 1830 of 269 wiles, and end
of 1850 over 1819 of 539 miley.

Lassengers.—~The number of passengers conveyed on railways in
tho United Kingdom for the half-year ending the 31st Dec, 1851, was
47,509,392 ; for the corresponding period of 1330, 11,037,919 ; and for
the corrésponding peviod of 1819, 35,073,672—showing an increaso in
the half-year ending the 3tst Dec, 1851, vver the corresponding period
in 1850 of 6,121,173 pussengers, and for the half-year ending the 31st
Dec., 1850, over the corresponding period of 1849 of G,Ulvl,‘lf? passen-
gors.

Accidents—1In the half year ending the 31st December, the number
of persons killed was 113, and 261 injured. ‘Theto were 8 passengers
killed and 113 injure I, from causes beyond their own control 3 9 pas-
sengons weie killed and 14 injured, owing to their own misconduct or
want of caution; 30 servants of companions or of contractors werc
killed and 17 injured, from causes beyond their own control ; 32
servants of companiosor of contractors weie killed and 11 injured,
owing to their own misconduct or want of caution ; 33 trespassons and
other persous, noithor passengors nor sorvants of the companies, wore
killed and 9 injured, by crossing or walking on railways, There was
one suicide.

The Qold Ficlds of Australia~The Victorin gold fields still engross
the chiof attention of fortune-Lunters, und really the outmovings appear
to be immense. Iu five months—say, fiomn Cetober, 1851, to the
beginning of March, 1852—the Victoria dignngs yielded the cnormous
amount of 653,270 ounces of gold, which 1s valicd at £2,319,10810=,
or neatly $10,000,000.

The Bathurst and Turon diggings, which have been longer and more
extensively worked than those of Victotin, have yiclded up to March
nearly 1,000,000 ounces of gold; the actual expoits to March 20 being
1,125,317 ounces.  These diggings yiold as plentiful as ever, and new
Jocalities, abounding in rich deposits, are Leing met with in abundance.

In Van Dieman’s Land gold has been discoveied, but we have littlo
more than the annnuncement.  Large parties had gone out in different
dircctions, with the view of prospecting.

Stalistics—In England, in the six years 1839 to 1811 the averago
number marned anuually was 1,516 in every 100,000 persons, com-
posed of equal proportivng of the sexes ; whiilst the greatest deviation
1 cxcess from the average was only 51, and in deficieney only 74, in the
whole six years, The same eingular uniformity ~was xcmarf:cd in the
number of persons married at different ages, in the propottion of men
at onc age with females «t another age, and even between the condi-
tions of persons mariying, viz. i—Dbachelors with spinsters, bachelors
with widows, widowers with spinsters, and widowers with widows,
The proportions are shown by tables to differ in a_ very slight degree
in scveral suceessive years, and at different periods of age. Other
kinds of abscreations may be pointed out, in which the action of the
will is observed to be in such strict accordance with a general law,
that ealeulation, though it might Le at fault in a few cases, would be
almost absolutely correct in predicting the results in a large popula-
ton. Tho crimes of which persons are accused vary in their nature
accotding to the age and sex; but during the twenty yearsin which
they were 1egistercd in France. and during which the sumber aceused
was about eqal to that of the b athe Sf males 1 gistered §n Pasis, the



