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had a relapse, and serjous apprehensions as to
the resuit are entertained. We are glad to
see that the trip to the Cape of Good Hope
has done so much to restore Rev. Dr. Johnston
to his wonted strength and unbounded activity.
Dr. A. C. Murphy of Dublin, who bas been
called to London in connexion with the English
Preshyterian Church, is the eldest soni of Pro-
(essor Murphy, the commentator. The younger
doctor is a very scholarly and cultured man,
and a man of rising influence.-H.

(Continued.)

STHER reports, like that of Hamilton and
-WLondon, note the earnest efforts of most

Sessions to turn this ebbing tide, and express a
strong desire for a great and general effort,
aided by ail the weight of the Assembly's in-
fluence, the Churcli's authority and the un-
failîng help of a faithful God.

We have given this large space to this sub-
ject under a profound conviction of its mo-
mentous nature. Besides the Christian Sab-
bath, the institution of the Christian home is
the one pricclcss relic of primeval paradise,
divised by infinite wisdomn and love for the
good of man, which we still posseszs. Rich in
its provision for the happiness and welfare of
the individual, from, the tine of tender infancy
to decrepid old age, incomparable in its po-
tencies for good to the race at large, alike in
its national, social and religious interests, let
us see that, God hielping us, we do not fail or
falter in doing our part in preserving its uni-
que and holy powver for our Church and our
counitry. Its loss wvere irreparable. Its de-
cay is alarming. Many parents, the reports
tell us, excuse themselves on the plea of Sab-
bath Schools and Bible classes, to wvhich thecir
Young people are sent. This excuse suggests
two things. (i) We must more distinctly and
emphatically than ever expose its fallacy and
wickedness. The Sabbath School can neyer
do the wvork of the home. No substitute can
furnish the parents influence. (2) We shall
with no less emphasis negative the idea, hint-
ed in somne of the reports, that this evil is to
be remedied by bidding the Sabbath School
take a lower place. No, we shall not take a
hair from the head of this young Sampson, the
modern Sabbath School, but hope and prav
that, after a century of noble -er'.ice. u~p a
of his power is yet tocorne As anepîarate re-
port on this subjeet is to b- ïresented to the
Assembly, we shal flot &- .jore than add that
we learn w;th pleasure tlut, in almost every
part ol the Church, these nieans of Grace for
the young are maintained with -vigour by bands

of teachers, for the most part devoted and pains-
taking, among whom. are to be found manyof our
eIders and of the parents of the children,- whilst
many more of the latter in their homes co-oper-
ate zealously with the efforts of the schools.
Still it is evident from what has already been
said of the state of things in so many households
that, as some of the reports remark, the efi-
ciency of the school and the extent of its good
results would be greatly increased by a more
general and practical sympathy between the
school and the home, the teacher and the
parent. In addition to these ordinary means
of reaching and benefitting the young spirit-
ually, several reports mention, Band of Hope,
communicants' classes, evangelistic services
specially suited to the youth, recortimended in
one case by satisfactory results tested by the
experience of years. The great need of in-
creased, direct and earnest efforts to reacli and
influence the young for Christ is made ap-
parent by the replies to the question, "What
proportion of your youth between fourteen and
twenty are upon the communicants roll ?" The
reports indicate considerable dîversity in this
respect, the proportion in a few cases reaching
three-fourths, ivhile in many cases it is "few,»
"vc,-y fcw,ý" often "'none." From one whole
Presbytcry noite are reported. Well may one
reportremark, "I tappears that Sunday Schools,
Bible Classes and family training are not yield-
ing the fruits in conversion, wvbich might be ex-
pected. Much preclous seed is sown, but the
harvest lias flot yet corne. Let this awvaken
anxiety. Let the parable of the sowver tcach
us it is flot enough to sow. Sowing is nothing
without the increase. Let us labour for con-
versions." As to prevalent hindrances to our
work, wc have the usual dark catalogue enu-
itierated, of wvhich Sabbathi desecration and
intemperance form subjects, of scparate report,
and w'e need only remark that there is a gener-
alIy concurrent opinion that the latter is di-
minishing wvhile the former is increasing. For-
malism, inconsistency, indifférence, dancing
parties, theatre going, and frivolity, abound.
Mormonismn is mentioned by one report, the
tobacco habit among professed Christians by
more than one. Covert infidelity is com-
mon, avowed agnosticism is not unknown.
Sensuality and licentiousness are recognized,
though loving the darkness because of their
own evil deeds. Worldlin2ss, bolder, and
unblushing, stalks in the land and intrudes
in the Church, often without any cloak to hide
its eagerness for money or for pleasure, or its
pitiable subojection to the spirit and the fashion
of the wvorld. Mention is also made of "irre-
ligious literature circulating in the homes of
our people, which cast ridicule on sacred tiings
and teaches the miserable lie that men can live
1virtuotis and happy lives without God and with-
out obedience to His moral law.»
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