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afterwards ordained as ministor of Sprons-
ton, iRoxburghshire, from, which he was
translated to the East Church, IPerth, and
subsequently to. Nèwei Greyfriars, Edinburgh,
at the time when the Il New Town " was
being buit. To meet the requirements of
that fashionable quarter of the inetropolis,
the Town Council had erected a lirgYe and
handsorne church in Charlotte Square,
named St. Georïgo's. On looking for a
minister Who would be likely to "éfill the
pews " and create a revenue, their first offer
was made to. Mr. Thomson and wvas accepted
by him. That church -was opened for
woixihip in 1814. It -%as no0 light task that
Dy. Thomson nndertook. The church -mas
seated for more than 1600, and the congrega-
tion was to be drawn from. a class of people
with whom church-going -was wvell-nigh out of
fashion, and who were least of ail pro-dis-
posod to Ilevangelical preaching." But
ovangelical preaching was just wvhat they
grot.; yet it -was not long boforeo ery Sitting
was takzen. Gifted with remarkable lluency
of speech, Dr. Thomson had hitherto
preached extempore, but nowv he took to
writing ont and reading his discourses £rom
mannscript, devoting 'nuch time to careful
preparation. This led an easygoin- brother
ministor, Who was a keen angler, to express
surprise that one so ready of speech as Dr.
Thomson should spend so much time on1
lis sermons. "Many's the time," said ho,
"I've both killed a salmon and -written a

sermon before breakfast!" To which
Thomson replied, i' Welt, sir, I would
rathor have eaten your salmon than listened
to your sermaon." Lord Moncrioff's esti-
mate of Dr. Thomson's preaching wvas that
II He -was o-no of the greatest teachera of
mon ho had ever corne into contact with."
Dr. Ohalmers describes him as ";A man of
colossal mind, Whose talents and advocacy
threw a lustre on evangelical religion. The

* piejudices of thousands gave way before
the3 might and the niastery of his resistless
demonstrations." To his other great gifts
hoe addled a fine taste for music. 0To the
collection of psalm tunes -%hieh ho edited,
hoe added seveTal of his own composition of
acknowledged beauty, and by the attention
he bestowed on the subjeet, he wvas ]argely
instrumental in the improvement of the
church psalmody of Scotland.

It was, however, on the platform that

Dr. Thomson achiieved his most brillianit
triumphs of oratory. Ho -%vas aibreast of the
times in every social and philanthropie
movement, and far in1 advance of hie breth-
ron in regard to some of the ecclesiastical
questions of the day. Hoe introduced a new
era in Scottish education, the day-schools
which ho establishod and superintended, se:~
ving as models for the normal schools of the
presont. iHe took aleading partin the "'Anti-
Apochrypha controversy," and to him. we are
largrely indebtod for the integriby of the
sacred canon and the rejection of the Apo-
chryphal writin'gs from. our Protestant
Bibles. No less remarkabie were lis
speeches and personal influ3nce, in behaif of
the Ilabsolute and-imnmediate abolition of
siavery." is last and crowning speech on
this subject is stili romembored as "lone of
the most magnificent and effective orations
ever heard in lEdinhurgh.>*

On the ninth of February, 1831, return-
ing from a meeting of Presbytery, -«here ho
had clisplayed his usual interest in the
business of the court, Dr. Ttiomson fel
down on the threshold of lis o-wn door and
expired without a struggle. He was buxiecl
in a piece of -round close to St. Cuthbert's
churchyard, since acquired by St. John's
Episcopal cdurcI. Dr. Chalmers preaehed
his funeral sermon in St. George's churc,
and the tidings spread to every village and
hamiet in the country-" A master in
Israel has fallen!"
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H~IEN we fauk about the newv towns
'~~that ha---e sprung up in the West, it

must not be forgotten that new as they are.
in their present aspects, and recent as are
their present ambitions, some of' them have
-what is for Canada an ancient, lineage. Such
a town is Edmonton, on the Saskatchewan
River, nine hundred miles north-west of
Winnipeg. [t wvas founded in the last
decade of the last century and las a history
fuît of'romance and stirring adventilie. Not
to speakJ, of the feuds of flhe rival fur com-

. Siavery was albolished throughout the British Em,-
i¶re on the fIrst of Augnet,,1834,wbcn $IOoO.OOOwere

voted by Pariement to the West India planters, au &
CoIanp.nqÈatioxi for their loss by the abolition of comàpul-,
Sc17 =aUr.


