(1
couid be found, he wauld be willing to undertake
the duty of vice-chairman, at whatever persona!
inconienience he might be put to. Mr. Petre then
cntered more fully into the wants of Catholics, and
the necessity of having a bodv 1eady atall times to
undertake whatever might conduce to the benefit of
thase who had it not in their power to assist them-
sulves; he iustanced such as were in workhouses
and prisons, who aie in a manner isolated from
their fellow-Catholics, yet in a state which of all
others requires theirassistance nud best services.

Mr. Silvertop addressed the meeting, and showed
the very extencive objects to which the Catholic
Institote, if organised, might be most beneficially
applied.

Lord Stourton agreed with Mr. Silvertop, and
pointed out the great necessity of some organisaiion
for the purpose of the edusation of the poor.—Ad-
journed.

—st

DR. BAGGS,

In his Pastoral Letter to the Clergy and Laity of
the Western Diocese in England, says :—

Dearly Beloved in our Lord Jesus Christ—
While we have great reason to be thaukful to our
bountful God for the abundant temporal blessings
vhich lie has imparted to this our beloved cauntry,
we should not cease to mourn for the spiritual evils
with wiich this land is inupdated. Duriag three
~enturies the great majority of its inhubitancs haye
been unhappily separated from the Apostolic Sce,
the centre of Catholic unity, and they have conse-
quently been estranged from the communion of the
entire Catholic world.  While their religions posi-
tion s thus isolated, they are divided among then-
selves by endless varicties of opinion and commu-
nion. These were ull unknown to eur Catholic
forefathers, as they were to the Apastles and the
other teachers of truth in the first ages of Chris-
tianily.  Some of our dear but separated brethren,
men of vesearch and ecandour, have, with God’s
belp, attained 2 kpowledge of the trutly of our holy
religion ; yet they allow ‘their consciences to™be
imposed upon by specious but hollow pretexts, and;
thus expose their unmortal souls to imminent dan-
ger, by negiecting o join the communion of that
one, holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, in which!
they profess, to believe. lLet us not cease to pray]
for them andvfor 2ll our beloved. fellow-countrymen,
that they may.not only know, bit also embrace the
truth, and thus be adwiticd 1o participate in the
atpees of the Sacraments, {or the sanctificgtion and
splvation of their, souls, wincl) were pugchased by
the precious bjood of Jesus Chrisy, osr Lord amd
Saviour, . . L

Whence arise the avils to shich we have allnded 9.
Trom the rejection of the suthority of the Cubreh,
which our ancestars uchoun ledged, and which, with
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'God’s blzssing, preserved them from heresics and
'sects’; from the adopiion’ of the prizatd interpretas

tion of the Holy Scriptures, in which, as St. Peter,
ingpired by the Holy Ghost, teuches * there are
soine things hard to be vaderstood, which the learn-
ad and unstable wrest to  heir own destruction.”
{2 Pet i  16.) The Catiolic Church bas sedulously
laboured to prevent this fa.al abuse of the written
word of God, by which the follies and picjudices of
erring individuals are fulsely attributed to the God,
of all truth.  Yet, as you well know, she not anly
allows the Seriptures to be read in ranslations ap-
proved by her, and in the original tongues, but she
has ever been solicitous to promote the true know-
ledgze of the Holy Scriptures, as well as of those
'Divine traditions, which were oviginally received by
the Apostles from Christ our Lord or from the Holy
Shost. It is, therefore, a manifest calumny against
the Cathelic Church, and the Apostalic See, us ov¢
most holy Father Pope Gregory XVI. obscrves, ia
bis encyclical letter (dated May 8, 1844), to pretend
that she has wished to deprive the fuithful of the
knoscledge of the holy books. In this countsy in
particular, where the calumny is daily repeated that
the Catholic laity are not allowed to refd the Scrip-
tures, it is. g fact well known (o you #if,thatthe
English Douay vgrsion of the Old Testament, and
the English Rheims version of the New Testament,
are approved by the Catholic Bishops, and are in
zeneral tirculdtion among the Cagholic Taity, with
the full spprobation of their pastors.  Nevertheless,
as attempts are often made to sgqduce Catholics from
the faith (* once delivered' to the Saints,” Fude 3,
and ever preserved. in the Church,” ageorting ta the
promises of Christ, by the successors of St Peter),
Hy distribating among them certain translations of
the Scriptures, in -which some of the Sacred books
of the Gid Testament are eitlier omitted or falsely
declared to be apocryphal, and in which some im-
purtant passages arc incorreqtly trinslateq, swhich,
besides, contsin na notes to prevent the abuse spo-
ken -of - by. St. Peter, and. wihich are otherwise nat
approved by the Church. Qur most boly Father
Pope Gregory XVI, in the above-inentioned Apos-
tajical letter, directs, all Bishops to warn their flocks,
as circumstances may pefinit, against theseenden-
vours of the cuemies. of-the Churchs and.ave, ac-
cordingly, in ohedience to the injunctions of the
venerated successor of St. Peter, cattiow you in the
i.ovd. against the uso. of vbrsions of Seripture-un-
authorized by the Chureh, dnd, in geperal, against
l}m. books which. may endanger the purity of your
faitlr or morals,
! If we turn our altentin to ourselves, whilp we
Giucl cansg fur. thapkfylness nng consalation in the
faith_and ferouy; of 1any Catholics of this country,
wvel wp deploze the unhgppy state of others, who
iye habituaily 3n, gricvaus sin; and who are, thege-
orex in immjpent danger of dying in sin, and sulfer-
ing; eternal torments, _ Some, too, there ure, who tre
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luf':e\varm and indifferen!, and who do not apprect:




