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SITTING AT THE FEET OF JESUS.

If we would be teachers of others, we
must be learned ourselves. - If we cease to
keep vur places at the feet of Jesus in
prayer and meditation on His blessed
word, we svon begin to think that we know
something; but while aitting there, we tind
aud feel our own poverty and ignorance;
yet what we do learn there, we eiwrn to
profit, and are encouraged to expec:, and
stirred up to ask, that more and more may
be univlded to us, by the Spirit, of the
truth as it is in Jesus; our meditations of
Him become sweet to the soul, and. as we
handle Him by faith our sweet-smelling
myrrh, Song v: 5.

This is needful, not for public teachers
only, but for the present peace, the soul's
health, the real happiness, the joyful lib-
erty of the most retiring and  unobaerved
of GGod’s children. Tt is only in the weas-
ure that we are receivers, through the
Spirit, of she fulness that is in Jesus, that
we shall have anything profitable to say
for Him in our private intercourse with
men, whether converted or unconverted.
Let not past failure discourage us. He
giveth more grace. He upbraideth not.
If, in our own little measure, we find it
“mcre_blessed to give than tu receive,”
whet wust be the joy of His heart to let
his fuluess flow inte  the channels which
His grace opens in the contrite hearts of
His redecined —His brethern, John xx: 17;
hearts which lung to know more of Him—
which thirst for closer, and yet closer con-
munion with Him in whose presence, now
realized by faith, is fullness of joy, 1 John
i: 3, 4.—8el.

BUDDHISM DECLINING.

The Lulian Christian Herald says:*¢ Budd
hisin is declining il Ceylou and losing its
grip of the people. Many Buddhists for-
merly bitter opponents of the Christian
faith, are now quite ready to listen to the
Gospel message.  The other day Mr. Ran-
esinghe baptized an old Duddhist priest
from Kandy, who walks five miles every
Sabbath. Siniilar things vn a more exteun-
sive scale are obgerved in Burmah. the
contrast between the strictness of the Bur-
man priest in the lately acquired territor-
ies on the one hand, and the laxity and
heterodoxy of priest and people in lower
Burmah is very striking. Besides large
numbers of the latter have actually em-

braced Christianity, And a very remark-
able feature in connection with these con-
versions is the fact that mure conversiuns
of Buddhist priests have taken place in
connection with the labors of a Christian
lady than with those of any other mission-
ary in Burmah, We mean Mrs, Ingalls,
whose husband died thirty years ago.
Fifty years ago she and her husband a:-
rived in Ranguon, and yet she isstill maost
active and energetic in .aer 1issionary
labora—a worthy exawple to many young-
er and stronger.”

EXTRAVAGANCE OF LANGUAGE.

Whenever the fe«lings of persons are
greatly oxcited, the tendency is to extrav-
agance of Janguage. As a rule, the taking
down of such Janguage and the reading of
it to them will guffice to show themn its
folly. Thus it is said that a winister to
whom a woan made a complaint with
great violence of language against another,
and called upon him to proceed against
her in the church, tovk down what she
said, and when the tirade had ceased said:

*“You have noticed that I have been
writing while you were speaking; this is
what you said. I desire you now te sign
your name to it preliminary to co nmeuc-
ing proceedings.’

When she heard it calmly read, she said
with a gasp, as she resumed sclf-control:

‘] guess we had better let the matter
drap.”

It may be your prayer is like a ship,
which, wheu it ‘goes un a very long voy-
age, dues not come home laden so svvu; but
when it does come home, it has a richer
freight. Mere “*coasters” will bring your -
coals, or such liké ordinary things: bLut
they that go afar to Tarshisl, retura with
gold and ivory. Cuasting prayers. such
as we pray every day, briug us many nec-
essaries; but therc aregreat prayers, which,
hke the old Spanish galleons, cross the
main ocean, and are longer out of sight,
but come home laden with a golden
freight. —C. H. Spuigeor.

*‘They make things adwirably jlain,

But one dark question ill remain:

If one hypothesis you lose

Another in its place you choose,

But, ‘your Faith gone, O man and brother,
‘Whose shop shall furnish you another!
One that wili wash, I mean, and wear,
And wrap us warmly {rom despair.”—L.



