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tory far more aniciont and venorablo tinn
ours. As fasr back as tl4e 14tli century
%s body of men nuînborissg 2148 wvas ap.
pointed to preparo a cyclopodia of unîvor-
sal knowledge, ansi thse resuit wvaz, attr
ton yoars la b or, 120,000 volumes on ail
aubjecta, astremy, botassy, modicinie,
agriculture, govorismont, astrology, etc.,
etc., tise groatest collection iii tse world.
In tise miîddle of laet century a body of
literati tvero directeul to, preparo ail tep
pondix to this stupendous wvork, whici
tlsoy did in 10,000 volumes miore. True
mucîs of it is tise nicroat rnbbish, but it
ivas undertaken and finislsod wivhen tise
intellect of tise Western world seemofi
scarcoly aivakened from its slumber of
centuries. They isafi tliu marisser's comn-
pose and manufactured paver lonsg boforo
either ivas dreamned of in Eutrope. Tisink
not that Chsina's millions are poor simple
inindeadaborigines. Thcy considierthons-
selves ns susperiors and look with. disdain
upon tIse Ilforeigu. barbarians, » and if -we
would succeofi in planting tise gospel
ainong tison we must take loto accousit
tise mon ivith. whiosu ie have ta deal.

'Wbile they consider thensselves our
sisporiors they are net insensible to tise
advantages to be derivefi frein contact
witb Ecropoan nations nor slow to utilizo
thons, andi thoy are adopting in civil and
nailitary hf e ssay of tise latoît isnprove-
monts. Tlsey have their troops armofi
with breecis loaders and drilled accordisg
ta the nast approvod tactics of msodern
warfare, their forts inounted witli Arsu-
strong guna, iron clafi andi steel clad -%ar
shipB plouihing thoir waters and tise be-
ginnings ao a rapidly grawiisg, merdhant
fleet tiat wifl son take a place andi exert
an influence among nmercantile navies for
which tise world is isot propared.

Looks fot down upoa thons, they are
your equals. Lot net tise dloyen Isoof of
oppression lift itself againat thcm. Lot
flot sucis a spot or stain blackea tise ban-
ner of this fair Canada as that which dis-
figures tise stars andi stripes on tho Pacifie
Coast.

Sncbl is tise people to wbom wo carry
tise gos e1in ormnosa., assd whilo I do

ntuÉLerttho imjsortassce of mission
ary work as carie oîs among savage
tribes, andi aniong tise scant populations
of t'se islande of tise aa, yet, 1 believe,
tise Christian world should combine aud
bond its energies ta give tise gospel te
theso nations of antiqaity that sh1ail play
se promiineoit a part su tise history of our
race wlaen dwarfd savage tribes shahl bo
na mlore.

Ton yeara ago I landed one Saturday
afternoon, at ï o'ciock, in Nortisern Fôr-

suesa. 1 got a sinall, dlaitsp bath room
frount an Engliali trader in wh'iiclî to speîîd
tise niglit. I soon auccoesled in gotting a
amail Chinsc bouse, but 45 yoars ago
and long used as a stable, daimp asid
mouldy -%Vitls a atroans of watcr runuing
tlsrougli it overy rainfali.

Here I began tiso study of thse languagc.
So bitter -was tise prejudico and opposition
to tise "lforeign dog " that tiscy would
not converse withi me lest 1 should, bcain
tlueur language. I -wcnt ont asnong the
bord boys on the hulis, learned froin theni
thon wvent homte and comsnittod portions
of tise New Testamenst to snensory in tueuir
laesiuage that I suiglit got the idiosu of
theur tongue, and in tisis -way at tise end
of four monthssI wvas able to throwv open
my door andi tell thons in thieir own toîgee
tise wonderful -works of God.

II.>aANCES TO TUSE VOR5C.

The donduoct of Europeans Isindorei the
work. Sailors drinkiug assd blustering,
or Europeas wven Sabbathi morning
dawns taking their doga and guns and
going to, hunt. Whson the heatisen s00
such spocimnss of *wiat they think the
fruits of Christianity, no wvonder they
li8ton with a encor wvhen the gospel is
proacbod to thons. The conduot of British
and American sailora, traders, and travel-
lors abroad'is one of the groat hindrancos
to the progress of the gospel. Thons,
peOrsonally,I1 was not wantod in Formosa

bthose foreignors. 1 was looked down
upon as a poor ignorant fellow front tse*
backwoods of Canada, until one day Capt.
Bacs front osne of Hor Msjosty's war
vessols visited me, sat and taîkeci with
me, thon thoro wvas a chsange. When thoy
Baw that they no longer troatofi me with
contempt, .my work met with a favor that
it had not.prcviously received.

HINDRAES FRosi TISE CHSINESE.

Thoy are jeined to thoir idols. The
chief among tblt 3e is called IlThse Pearly
Emperor." Tse noxt is tise "Goidesa
of INercy " wiich i% worslsippod b y ail.
The worshipperlias two amal sticks, ono
aide of cadi nsade flat the otiser round.
Ho comes before thse goddess aud prays

Z2el me to, mako meney." Ho thon.
throws up the two sticks assd if thbbth
fall the one vvay, that is with but tho
fiat aides or botis the round aides up, tho
assswer ie unfavorable, if otherwse favor-
able. If thse answer is unfavoi'ablo hoe
tbrows thcmt again ansd again until they
fali accordiusg to bis wish. I nover knlew
one to turxs away from n idol ssntil the.
sticks ttirnofi to bis satisfaction. Ho
wviU thon make ant offoring of money to

goddess by taking worthles.9 acraps


