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PEE GOMMEBIRGIAL,

of that hody, the meatings of which were re-

ported from time tc timo as held, Reforence.

was made to the incroase of elevator capacity
in the territory from Ifort William west,
from 7,628.000 bushels in 1891 to 18.873.610

bushels in 1893, and to the considerablo.

capacity adde! since, The council recom-
mended tho taking up direc!ly, with tho ex-
ccutive council of the territories, of tho
question of securing aud publishing reliable
‘information as to the aveas under orop In

the Northwest Territorios aud the rosults of

‘the harvest in the Northwost, Montiorn was
mada of ths atteudance of the president at
the congress of chambers of commeres of the
empirs, which met in June last.

Mr. Naira reported as follows regarding
tha London coaferance:

Ibeg to roport to the moembers tho.result
of my work as o delagate fram the exchange
to the meeting of thy chambers of commerco
of the Britisb empirs. held in Liondon in
June, 1896, This meoting is a representa.
tive one. the delegates being frem all parta
of the British empire, a&ud the qnuestinns
discussed are ones uffecting trade aud com.
merco gonerally of live interest. raugiug
from thu general and broad one of *‘Closer
trade relativns with the colonies” to a *-do-
cimal system of weights and measures.”
There were twenty-four of these questivns
before the congress, and several of themy
were of great interest ti Canadians, that of
-4+ Closer trade relations’ being the main one

and takiog up two_days' time of the con.’

gress toarrive at a decisinn —other questions
brought { irward were **Bills of Exchangs,”
$Cupyright,”  “Inter-Imperial Postal and
Tolegraph Routes.”* “Bills of Lading Re.
form," ' Freight Rates,*’ ‘"Rules of the Ruad
at Sea.!” ‘the important resolution ou
emigration, aud others, showing that the
object of this meetiag was noy merely a
formal gatheriug, bat an active meeting of
business repressutacives to discuss what is
best fur the gencral promotion of trals and
commerco iy the British empire,

As to the result, the very friendly feeling
shown to colonial délegates in the discussion
of questions affecting trade proved that the
desirs of the mother couutry is to help the
colonies as much as i3 counsistent with the
present lines of trade policy in Britain; and
this help will be given wore in ths shapse uf
assistance to quicken and cheapen mail,
transportation and telegraph service. ‘Tho
two days’ discussion on the question of
4Closer Trada Relations" showed plainly
that it will be very hard to get any conces-
gions from Britain on the lines of preferential
trade with her colonies.

The meeting, was a very interesting oma,
and the lechug was that thess congresses,
which are held every four years, ars of in-
creasiug valuo to the busingss world. All of
which 18 respectfully submitted.

STEPHEN NAIRN.
President of Winnipeg tirain Exchavge.
Winnipeg, Jan. 12.

TLe exchabgo in adopting the president's
report, thanked him very cordially for his
services duriug the year, and ordered the re-
port to be priuted.

The treasus er’s report, which was adopted,
waa certified to by Messrs, Facrell and 3uir,
auditors. Itshowed a balance on hand at
the beginnivg of ths year of 220.835; a total

of receipts, $1,75220; totat expend.turs

$1,645.85 ; balauce, $1uh.85,
ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

The exchauge proceeded with the election
of officers, sud the same were chosen &s
follows

President—Nicholas Bawlf.

Vice-president—R, Muir,

Scerotary-treasurer —C, N. Ball,

Council—F, W, Thompon, G. R. Crowe,
S. Spik, S. A, McGaw, W, A, Mathewson,
Hon. D. H, MoMillan, H, D. Metealf, B,

.27.000.000 bushels smgller thau on January

United States and Canada on January 1,

Phillips, R. P. Roblin, S, Nairn, and Joseph
Harris. . .

Committeo -on arbitration—S. Naira, H.
Mitcholl, R. D. Martiz, Jos, Harris, S.
Spink, S, A. MoGaw aud G. R. Crowa, .

Committeo on appeals--F, W.' ‘Chompson,
R. P. Roblin, R, D Martin, Arthur Atkin-
son, S, P, Olark, Wm, Blackadarand §, W.
Farrell,

‘The exchange adjrarnol and a meeting of
the council way hold at which tho moembers
of tho call board woras chnsoa as follows ™ 3,
W, Farrell, F. W, Thomosn, H, D. Met-
calfe, S. Spink and Jussvh Harris.

Monthly Wheat Suppltes Statqment.

The total of 77,139,100 bushels. of availa-
ble wheat in the Unitel States on January:
L, 1897, is the smalldss recorded on a like
date since 1891, whon the corresponding
aggregate wis 60,061,000 bushels, ‘The
quaatity in sight in the Uaited -States and
Canada east of the Rucky Mountaius out of
farmors' hand<on Jan, L this year was larger
than on Jan. 1, 1892, bat that on the Pacific
cvast was less thau ore-hall the total five®
years ago, which makes the aggregate at the
beginning of the carront year smaller than
it was tive years ago.

But while the statement is true thas stocks
of available wheat today are 413,00 bushels
smaller than on January 1, 1892, thoy are
89,000,000 b1shaels less shan vn a lige date in |
1¥93; 83,000.000 bushols less thagp on-
Jauuary 1, 18yt; 50,000,000 bushels 'less
than at the corresponding tune in 1833, aed

1, 1893, one year ago. Oa the Pacitic ¢ast
thsy are sinaller than st any like period in
the past eight years, But east of the R xcky,
mountaius, Cauada includaed, they are lurge-
ly in excess of like totals in 1891, 183) aud
1889, aud 4,000,00) bishels 1n excess of tho
total on January 1, 1892,

Total availuble stocks of wheat in the

1897, with comparisons for 1iks dates in pre-
ceding years, are as followa:

East Rockies. Pacifizcoast. Total
1897.... 73,270,000 4,189,000 77.459.030.
1893..., 97,769,000 7,116,000 101,833,000
1895 ...118,797,000 18,3,2,000 127.009,000
1891..., 99,512,000 10,721,000 110,263,000
1893....107,057,000 9,305,000 116,302,000
1892.... 69,213,000 8,815,000 73,055,000
1891.... 47,°16,000 12,941,000 60,051,000
189).... 54,227,000 9,565,000 61.792,000
1889.... 52,740,000 5,765,000 58,506,000

The total quantities of wheat available for
immediate distribution in the Uunited States
aud Canada, both coasts, plus the quautities -
afl )at for Earope from all exportiug codn-
trigs, on Jauuary 1, 1897, added o available
stwcks in Earope, as roported to Boadstrest's,
with comparisons in previous years, are as

followa: )
(000 omitted)

Eastof Pacific Earopeand Graund

Rockies. coast,  aflas.  total,
1897 ... 73270 4,189 61,7u¢ 189,163
1836.... 97,769  7,L16 63,88 169,973
1895....118,707- 18,802 57,741 18L753
189t.... 99,542 10,721 79,960 190,223
1893...,107,u57  9,3V5 68,336 184,698
1892.... 69,213 8813 78,430 156,580
1891..,, 47.116 12941 51,423 111,18t
189.... 84,227 7,555 58.299 115092
1839.... 82,740 5,765 72,253 180,760

The guautity of available wheat reported
in the United States, Canada, nfluat for and
iu Burops on the st inst, amouuts, as shown
in the accompanying table, to 189,163,000
bushals, nearly.40,000,000 bushels’ less than
oue year ago; more than 43,000,000 bashuls’
less than two years ago ; 51,000,000 bushels’
less thau on Jauuary 1, 189%; about 43,000 <
Uu) bushels less than on the like date 1893,

.acguired by & ‘lerminal' City

and about 17,000,000 bushels less than at the

umpap—— Ao 2 -

corrazponding poriot 1893 : but abyat 28,000,
030 bishals more than at the like dato 1
igg&, aud 21,000,000 bushels move than in

— v ——

" While the decroase in availablo stocks has
boan marked, fully as much as antioipate] a
fow months ago, there doos not appear to Lo
suy immediate dearth of supplies of wheat
for export. which affectually disposes of the
caloulations of the bull statisticians, who
were particularly in evidence duriay tho 1alf
months of the year, Iun faot, oue so-called
anthority annouuces that there are 100,0)0,-

.} 000 bushels of wheat available for reserves

oa July L aoxt, (ron supplies in and out of
sight in tho United States. Whethor this
bs true or no, the earlier . reports, of the
domestic wheat crop! particularly Yhat of
the government, are discreditat by the statis.
tical position of the cereal tod iy, for, avenrd-
ing to them all, therg should be no. wheat t,
export from the United States frow this time
on -until the new crup comes in withvat
intranching on s1pplics ncodel at home for

"food and for seed.—Braditreet's,

British Colnmbia. Hining News,

Within a radius of hundreds of miles from
the coust, miving 18 still actively in progress
owiog to thedry warm weather, 'The Alhig
Cotnpany, principal promuters Messrs, Geo,
Cowan, J. W, Weart and Heury Shaw
are surveying their 12 olaiws on B.wag
[sfand, 14 miles frum Vancouver preparatory
to applying for a crown grant. ‘Lhere is no
doubt whatever that the ore is on thy
pruperty in large quancities as it can by
trared suparficially & long distance. ‘I'he
ledge now being worked has besu tunnalled
80 feet aud the:.vein has- already wideued
from5 feet to saven feet, Theaverags assuags
run about $14 the ton on the average at tie
surface io silver, aud can be concentrated so
that it may ba smelted at ‘less thau 33 par
ton. Tus company have decided to devalop
the property and place a concsntrator un ths
ground, )

Another deal has been consummated ia

"{ Toronto, showing the williogness with which

<ound fiuancial cuncerns will take up a boni-
filo proposition. The British Canadiay Guid
¥ields Company with ex Finauce Minister
Foster at tie bead has purchassd 130,00)
shares of Athabasca, the mine claims pre-

‘viously mentisned in these columas as situ-

ated 1n -Nelson district and being particy-
larly prominent. Thisenables the Company
to procead with developing. work vigorously,
having the proceeds of the sale of 200,000
shares all told for that purpuse. As the
mioes, four in all are iree milling a stamp
mill will be erected at once. ‘The last aver-
age assay frum .the Atphabasca tunuel went
$114, aud the ledge has boen proved fur o))
feet by open cats and in places the ore runs
away absve this average,

Tae Golden Cachs Uo., recoived a wire
from their manager this week which runsas
follows and i3 self explanatary : * Bizzet
and richest free gold strike ever made in
Golden Eaigle yeu while cross cutting wess of
tuuvel as 67 feot, samples.and particulars
forwarded.” The stook of thb Gulden Cache

‘mipes is being held very firm there bownz no

stock offered. )
Greatinterest is being: taken in the Fair-

‘view camp, suathern British Columins, by

Vaucouverites. Pochaps the must promivest
claims being the Occrdentals  recsuely
Compysuy,
There are three claims,. the Magilswar,
Occidental and Bootblack. In thu °* -

-fldwer, tuniiels have been worked

ledges'east and west, all thres claim: ¢

-free gold in. paying quautities, Four wasa

oresent to_the swmulter ‘retucted $62; the ors
was 1ot picked dnd was taken pracucslly
from the surface; ‘The ledges on all thy

| claims are from five toseven feet wido,



