AXIE COMMERCIALKL,

British Columbia.

J. Cohen, cigars, &c., Vancouver, has sold
out.

8. J. Martin, hardware, &c,, Victoria, has
sesigned

J. Walsh, saloon, Victoria; succeedod by
Carter & Rollio.

Wm. Kastman, cooper, Vancouver, admitteld
G. PP, Clerrin into partaership uunder style of
W. Eistman & Co.

The end of the Columbia & Kootenay track is
within a mile of Nelson, says the Miner, and is
expected to be in the yard limits by May 28,

Thomas Dunn has sold his fine block on Cor
dova street to an Koglish capita'ist for a sum
believed to be in the vicinity of $30,000, says
the Vancouver Waortel,

Victoria sealers have cabled to Sir Chas.
Tupper their protest against the passage of the
bill to close Bohring sea fur & year, uow before
the British House of Commons,

J. A. Laidlaw is building a large cinnery,
with a capacity of about 23,009 cases, at the
head of Woodward slough, Lula isiaod. 1t
will be completed in time for this seasou’s work.

Several improvements and alterations have
been made to the machinery of Morses’ eaw
mill, at Vauncouver, and this mill will now be
one of the best in the province. It will have a
daily capacity of betweaa 13),03) and 20),00)
fest.

The Victoria Lumboriug and M wufaciuring
Compauny has bou ;he ths U iited States barqre
“Colorado,” of Boston, 1,210 tons. Cipt. Gib.
son, formecly master of the ship *‘America”
has gone cast to briog her rouad. T is the
firat of a tleet of vessels which this company in.
tead to purchase for the carrying of the product
of their large sawmill now about completed at
Chemanius.

A company has been formed in Victoria to
work the deporit of (nicksilver discovered on
the west coast. The tollowing are the memYers
of the company : George Byrnes, Wi, \Wilson,
. J. Claxton, H. S. Manson, Theo. Davie, A.
C. Flumerfelt, F. G. Vernon, E. V. Bodwell,
P, .E. Irving, F. J. Baroard, E. G. Pcior, and
A. W, Vowell. The company is a strong oue,
and will prosecute development work with
vigor.

The Council of Pharmacy for the Provincs,
was held in Victoria recently. The session was
shiefly passed in framing by-laws which will be
submitted to the Lieutenant-Goveroor in Coun-
cil for approval. It was reco nmended that ex-
aminations be held wwice & year, in O:tober and
April. The ticst annual meeting of the Assosia-
tion for the Province will be held on the second
Thursday in June. Thos. Shotbo't, of Victoria,
was elected president of the Cuunacil; D S,
Curtis, of New \Vestmiaster, vice-president,
and M. G. Clanchard, of Victuria, secretary-
treasurer and registrar.

At a- meeting of the Victoria Agricultural
Society the accepted plans of C. J. Soule
were produced for inspection. They show a
handsome main buildiag, with a frontag: of 130
feet by a depth of 60 fect, in the centre of which
is a graceful circular tower, aud the base of
which is 98 feet from the ground. The roof
rises to 139 feet, and is surmounted by a flig-
staff, the top of which is 118 f{eet above the
ground. There are 23,000 square feet of floor

smiface in the main building, exclusive of that
contaived in the second, or art gallery, which
is circular, 64 fect in diamoter, and well lighted.
The building is so arranged that adilitional
wings can be added at any timo thoy are found
necessary.

Waestminster Ledyer : From iime to time
items havo appeared in thosoe columns respecting
the canning of fruits in our province, an indus-
try, which at no distant date is destiued to at.
tain large proportions. It Is now learned
that the Harlock Salinon Packing Compiny of
Ladner’s Landing intend forthwith to onter into
this branch of the business. Workmen skilled
in tho packing of fruits havo been engiged. No
pains or expense have been spared so that the
compiny may be enabled to turn out a superior
class of goods.  For tho first soason they «lo not
expoct to make a very large pack, probably
several thousand cases, but this willi depeand on
the quantity of suitable fruita to be obtained.
Briush Columbia is ptr excellince a fruiv grow.
ing couatry and herotufore too little attea-
tion has been paid to this branch of farm.
ing by the agricultural commuanity, although of
late many orchards have bheen planted  Daring
“oxt few years the number will likely be enor.
mously increased. Now that fruit canuerics
have bacome an established fact here there heed
be no fear of over prodnction of fruit, provided
the right kin-1s are geuwa.  British Columbia
siould successfully compete with California in
the production of caoned fruits,
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(SPECIAL CORRESPUNDENCE.)

Vascouver, Junel.—The leadiugeventof the
week in real aitate mattere was tho sale of the
C.P.R. townsite at Chilliwhck, the proposel
termicus of the Chilliwhack railway. It took
place Saturday and wis atteade { Ly about 500
p :rsons, priacipally from Vancouver. Mr. Beat-
tie, the auctivneer, sold $22,500 worth of luts
in & few hours, disposing of them at good p ices
asfast a3 they were put up. The average price
paid was S50 per lo:, rangiog fio n 863 to $339.
Your crrespondent hal an opporrtuaity while
attend this sale to take nates of the surrouading
conntry, Chilliwhck, with the excopiion of
the Deles, is the largest and fiuest section of
agricultural land on the coast. Chere are nearly
100,000 acres of valley laid, all of which is
easily placed uader cultivation with surprising
results as to yield. It is also among the oldest
settled portions of the provioce, and at this
season of the year the valley p-eseats a chirm-
ing appearance. The prevailing grezn, the beau-
tiful farms and farm residences, and the luxa-
viance of the orchard aad giwrden vegetation,
the whole beiug watered by rhe Fraser river,
and backed by low mointaing, foim a striking
picture of pistoral bzauty. Feuit growing is
the priacipal industry, although mixed farmiog
is carried on excensively. Uits and hiy are the
staple and most profitable crops as yet, but with
mitling facilities wheat would d» better than in
many ; arts of Canada, someother partsof British
Coluinbia, alone excepted. The new industries
beiog promoted are hop growing, feuit canning,
poultry, bee raising, etc., and with thsadvent
of a railway this summer or nexs apring at Jhe
latest, great iddastrial prospericy must ensue.
Of course, Chilliwhack has always e jiyed
daily commuaicitioa with Wowmnuiter by
water, but will now have direct com'nan.cation
with Vancouver by rail as well. T'he appear-

ance of prosperity is goneral. There is probably
not a pror or badly off family in the whole val-
ley, and with the excellent returns from the
land and the rapid increase in valuos, most of
tho farinars have become rich, As an instance
of this, acro proparty adjnning the towneite is
held as high as £359 an acre ; too high, you will
probably imagine for anything but speenlatin,
The next real vstate sale will be at Steveston, ia
Richmond Municipality, near the mouth of the
kraser,on Lulu lsland, Ishall probably beublets
doscribeimportantsectioninmy next. 1tis won

dorful what ar. advance is boing mvle in faem
lauds iu the province. ‘Tho laying out of town

si os is simply anovilonce of thisin anticipation
of what is to {ollow.

Business is fair; wo are nox ¢ 1tering upon the
usual quict s2ason. Builling is now opening
up properly. There are eight, large, han-lsome
vow blocks now under way, upon which tenders
have been asked. Tne foceign lumber trade is
ot present beisker thin usual, while shipping
continues brisk. ‘vhe 8§S. Purthia awived
last week with over two thousand tons of
fecight; the Waest Indian from Sn Francisco
with u large cargn.  The meat market is heing
suppliecd with mutton from Cualiforoia now.
This British Columbia should certainly supply
itself, but unfortunately, the home article is
limited. Several large irms are makiog ap,li
cation for the adwmission, duty  ee, of sh-ep
herds, and if it wilt encourage home growinyg,
the Government shoull by all msaus grant the
app'ication. As has been referred to previously
by me, shipbuilding is onz of the industries
makiug rapid progress here.

Fish still romains scarce and high. Retail
quotaions are; Salmon, 13:; trout, 20:; cod,
10c; stusgeoa, 10:, and smaller fish, 19 to 12
per pound.

New potatoes are in tha market at from
14 to 2¢ per ponnd, wholesale. [mported but.
is scarce; the California article is about out of
the market and easiern creamery has not yet
begun to move .freely. rice generally 28 to
30c to dealers. Chevsa is steady at 133c, whole
sulo, and eggs 18 to 2)e.  Oid potatoes are very
scarce,

Flour—Manitoba pateats, $6 75 to §7; Mani
toba bukers', $§6 0J to §6.25; Ocegon, $5.75 to
£6. Curnwmeal is held at $1, and ocatmeal also
at the same figure. Rolled oats are quoted at
$¢ 25 per 100 pounds, and oil cake at $iG per
ton. The prices of feed still remain the sau»
Shorts, 26 ser ton; bran §24, wheat, §36 to §1
oats, 40 to S43.

Sugar—B.itith Columbia granualated, 7ic per
pound; yellow, 63 to 6ju; cube, Sc. Maple
syrup, $1.25 per tin.

Fruits- -oranges, Navals, $1 50t085.50; River.
sido scedlinge, $3.75 to $2.25;L.0s Auge'es, §2 50
to 23.25. Scilian lemnons, £7.59. and California
lemons, $4.50 to $5. Bauanas, §3 to §1 per
buuch. Rhubarb. 44 to 5¢ per pound. Cher-
ries have dropped to 31 23.

Meats and lard—Dey salt, 114c¢; roll Lacon,
l14c; breakfast bacon, 134: back 13:; ham,
14jc; pickled pork, bellies, 113c; mess pok,
12}c. Lard, in tubs, 12¢; in pails, 121 0
tius, 13¢; compouad, 12¢.

—t § e

The exports of wheat from Iudia since April
1 were 9,280,000 bushels, of which 4 120,010
bushels were to the United Kingdom and 5,160.-
000 bushels to the Contineut. ‘The total shp-
ments for the cortesponding time last year were
4 460,000 bushels, of which 2 980,000 bushels
were to the United Kingdom and 1,452,000
bushels to the Continent,



