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FROM THE RED TO THE BOW RIVER.

Having traversed by threo routes from
the Red River to the western houndary
of Manitoba, wo enter upon the territory
of Assiniboia, and have only gono a few
miles on the C.P.R. main line beyond the
provincial limit, when we reach the thriv-
ing town of Moosomin. Ilere we have
no evideuces of boom, but we can see
how the natural growth of a town in the
middle of a rich and rapidly settling up
country has gono ouward. Three years
ago & fow shed-like buildings marked the
gite of this town, but now it has a popu-
lation of close upon 500, and has some
forty places of business. [t has good
solid merchants, who carry large stocks
of goods, and is altogether a busy point.
As yet it has no permanent industies, bnt
o flour mill of over 100 Larrols a day cap-
acity, is about to be constructed, and
other manufacturing concerns must seun
follow, if the town keeps pace with the
growth of the surrounding country.

Whitewood is the next poiut of any
importance on the line of the C.P.R., end
here we have o flourishing village with
some dozen or s0 business places, grow-
ing in keeping with the settlement of the
surronding country, and steadily making
its way to a country town of importaunce,
Twenty-three miles further west Bioad-
view is reached, and here a lively town
of some 300 people has grown up, 1t
has a good country around it, and but for
the proximity of & large Indian reserva-
tion, would have a much more rapid

growth than it has. Its being the end of
a division of the C.P.R. causes the loca-
tion of quite a few mechanics, and makes
it quite a lively place at all times,

Going westward we pass through the
village of Grenfell, and the much more
important one of Wolseley, still travelling
through a rich prairie country, where set-
tlement is steadily progressing, until
Indian Head is reached. Ilere are the
headquarters of the well known Beli
Farm, with its thousands of acres under
cultivation, and its elevator and flour mill
of 100 barrel capacity near the railway
gtation. The town itself contains about
a dozen other business institutions, all of
which are now prospering. Eleven miles
further west and we reach Qu'Appellc

Station or Troy. Here we have a live
town of over 300 people, and some twen
ty-five business institutions, including n
roller flour mill of about 120 bharrels a
day capacity, newly constructed. This
town i3 tho poiut where traders leave the
railway for the far uworth settlement of
Princo Albert. wnd this adds very mater-
inlly to its trade importance. Some of
the merchants carry stocks of goods
which would be considered large in a town
of 3,000 populatior, but the kiud of busi-
ness done with northern traders necess-
itates the carrying of heavy stocks. T1he
town is heautifully located, and for hotel
accommodation and other travelling com-
forts is far ahead of any other town of its
size in the Northwest, while it has as one
of its business concerns u private vank.

Leaving the C.P.R. track at Qu'Ap-
pelle Station, a drive of less than twenty
miles to the north Lrings us to Fort
Qu'Appelle, the old Government head-
quarters of this tevritory. The first view
of this beautifully located town winkes
the traveller thankful that he is beyond
hearing the screech of the locomotive. It
is nestled in the bottom of alovely valley,
with high frowning bluils on ecither side,
and & chain of silvery lakes linked by a
river lying bevween them.  But as a trad-
ing point Fort Qu'Appelie has its attrac-
tions, and the twenty odd business
institutions there all do a profitable busi
ness.  The country around is as rich ss
it is picturesque, and Lut for the fact
that too much of it is now in the hands
of land grabbing corporations, its settle-
ment wonld bLe wmore rapid than any
district west of Manitoba., The time is
doubtless short uatil a railway will
traverse this beautiful valley, although it
scems almost sacrilege that it should be
disturbed by the whistle of the steam
hoise.

Between Qu'Appelle Station and Reg-
ina, a distance of thirty-threc miles, there
are no points of any trade importance,
and as we near the Intter place the belt
of scttlement narrows down to a com-
paratively narrow stripe along cach side
of the C.P.R., the only exceptions being
the Jands of colopization companies, where
settlers are in some instances over 100
miles from a railway station. At Reg-
ina we are in the commerial centre as
well as the Covernment seat of Assini-
boia, and the town seems like a lief spot
in the centre of an ocean of wmonotony.
The unchanging, flat, treeless prairvie is

ngain reached, and aithough the soil of
the country is a mine of agricultural
wealth for its future tillers, the country
has but few attractions to the eyo of the
visitor. Regina itself is undoubtedly an
important trade point, the most so west
of Brandon. It has a population very
little short of 1,000, and containg some
seventy places of business of eovery des-
cription.  Somo of its mercantile estab-
lishnents ave of considerable magnitude,
and it has as enterprising u lot of business
men as can be found anywhere in the
Norikvest,  We cannot say that no evi-
dences of boom are to be seen in and
around the town. On the contrary its
trade has been greatly checked by the
combiued avarice and stupidity of a col.
lection of speculative political barnacles,
aud the wonder is that to-day it is of so
much comuercial importance. But the
trading power of the town is beginning to
make itself felt, and a new era in affairs
is setting in, which must soon be followed
Ly rapid trade progress.  As the country
around settles up, Regiva must advance
in trade, until it becomes an important
jobbing point, and already some of its
merchants do quite o respectable volume
of wholesale business. It has as yet na
industrial institution of any consequence,
but besides its mercantile houses it has a
chartered bank branch and a private bank,
both of which do quitea profitable busi-
nass.  Should it come our duty to treat
of the trade progress of the territorial
capital three years hence, we have no
doubt but our sketch would supply a
marked contrast to what we have here
given.

We shall rest at the capital this issue,
and in our next proceed westward with
our sketches.

MANITOBA RAILWAY RIGHTS.

What a patronizing journal the Jlone-
tary T'imes is, when it condescencs to
notice Manitoba affairs; and how sweetly
precious are its little lectures upon the
naughtiness of the Prairie Province, all
of which are doubtless delivered with a
single desire for our edification in what is
right and just. Its issue of Oct. 2nd
gives one of these falightful little pieces
of commendation and rebuke, in the form
of an cditorial notice of the petition pre-
sented by the Winnipeg Board of Trade
to the Minister of the Interior on th-~
subject of Manitoba railway restriciton
Ly the Dominion Government. To aveid



