
THE CRITIC.

cspecially tho hiall of audience and tho banquoting roins, and the waedon
cailing8, with square panels decorated witlî paper and 8jlk, on which
flo-Fors and animuais lind beaun beautifully ivorkced, %vero unique of their kind.
Costly ne tho estimiatti of tho building and its decorationa %vas reportod te bc
-ovor a million sterling-ana foit thnnkful thit the ucw ideas ef progresa
wvhich rigidly put utility beforo hoauty lind nat prevailad in this instance,
and tiat a copy of Buckinghamn Palace liad not boen aubatituted for theolad
Japanose arch itocture. -Lord Lutaco GCcil, in Ibo Ný>iic!cidk Cen ury.

THLE COBRA AND THE MOUSE.

1 %vas visiting at a friend'a bouse in Calcutta, and was on tii oveuing
8itting nt dinner nlone. Tho table hall beon eoma tinte %vaiting f'or the iosi,*
aud 1 liad at last received a note that lie wvas net coniing home, eo I Bat
down atone. I lied fliihed dinneor and wvcs euhl lingiaring nt tho table,
whon a littie uxouso rau up onl the top of a buivl with a sort of basket
work cover ou iL. I 811ould not have thought thet of itsoif very singular,
fer tho Iltribes ou our frontier" made ineet unexpected incursions. But
when ho did got percbad on tho covor of theo bovl, tho litile fehloiw rose on
bie hind legs, wiîh bis banda befuo hinm, sud begran te entertoin me vith
tho fuuniast little mouse seong you cen imagine. '1,Chit-chit, chîeep*cheep.
chit,» ho whistled, and kept it up before ina in a meet uoembarrassed and
solf.possesed little way. I muet have beau a tri- 1( audience, for 1 leaued
back in my chair and roared witli lauglitor. As * looked nt tho lîttie per-
former I gradually becamo awàre et a shiadow, a sotnthing strange gliding
eut frein bohind a diob toward8 the inouse. Silorly and 8lowly iL neared
tho mouse, ini anothrir minuto a beagly suake'e oye glittered in tho hamplight.
My band 8tole qoftly for the carving kîsîfé. Thoensuko reart-d bis bond
hevel %witli the umouce. and the pour uifle tellow'8 song. wvhich htîd nover
cessed, b..came pit-rcîugly sbrill, though ho sat up rigidily erect and motion-
)ces The bond of tho bn-ko îhrew hack a lit tl-i tu strikt', eut fl tsh.ed the
carving kuife. The spt-l wS' brokan îîîstintly, tur the ieusýe droppod aud
8ulupered. Tho snake was wutindéd, for there ivere spots of biuod on te
tablcclutb, and it was wrîthiug about amung the diahes auî plates. 1 cuuld
net make a bold stroko nt any part et it for fear of brakiug tic crockery.
and wbeuaver I made a dig with the point it wits liko pricking a girtur. 1
would net have believed, until 1 had eon it, bov ruuch of bimsehf a snako
can sLow away under the edgo ot a plate. At last I saw the ond et hie tail
projccting eut from under a dish. A suako hold by tho tail aud awuug
rapidly round caunot turn back aad bite. 1 grebbed the tait with my loftt
thumb aud fingor, and drew hum eut until I judged tho middle ef hie body
te ho under the kuifo; thon I came dowu and eut biin iu twe. Ha wvas a
cobra-a little one abuut twvo fict long, but quita long enougli te Ilgravai"
a uian.-J. F. Keane.

INDUSTRIAL NOTES.

IL is understood b1r. R. R. Dobeil, cf Quebue, is organizing a Company
with a capital cf about two million dollars te lay a telegrapli cablo fromn
Blanc Stbton, at the SLîaita of Be.lle IsIa, te a peint ou the coae, et Scotritnd
or Irolaud Tue Dumînion Govorunuoent wiil, i. i8anticipated, agrea teextend
the preseut telegraph linti un tho 8outh shoreof tte gult tram Mingan, the
presant terminus te Blanc Sablion, and band tho antire guif and cotat
tolegraph systona evai tu tho new Comxpany as a aub8idy.

Robt. H-opper's Last aud Peg Factory, Truro, 'N. S., %vas startud in 1878,
and the business has beu inecasiug Bteadily year by year up te the preseut
year, whmch lias beau the be8t et ail. lu tho cemiug smmner et next year
Mr. Hopper will erect a largar aud more commodious factoiy.

Messrs. John Lewis & Son's Lest aud Peg Factory, Truro, N. S., bas
lately beau burnt out. ilaving started again, Messra. Lowie fiud it aimobt
impeselble te ill the ordera the'y racoîve.

A. A. Arcbibald, Carniage Maker and Builder, Truro, makas aide-bar-
buggies, bath top and open, choaply, after tho AmL.rmcau patteru. Much of
bis xvurk, buwuvor, ia desmgued by himacif, aud ho showed. our ropresentative
two that took finat prizea at theo Tritro Exhibition.

The law compelling ew mili ewners te preveut sawdust fren eoniug
the streama je causing nxuch comment among miii mon in Nova Scotia. Lt
is staned tbet as uxost et the milla in Nova Scotia aire direct action, thero will
ho IV8sîe in euy attomlPt te stop the eawdust, aud theoeffect mxust ho te
curtail tha business. A stoppsge of business bas Laken place until an
understandiug enu bo arrived at in thu matter. Tho mili owners furthor

lam that white they ana compelied to close down thair saw mille, owing te
irîability te prevent refuse freint falling iuto the rivera, tho iaw is net
0a1utrcud with roferenco te lumbarmen on the Ottawai, lu Ontario, wbo carry
ou lu utter defiauce et tho euactmnenta et tha Dominion Parliamaut.

Freux London, Eeg., a more quiet trade in WValvut le raported, aithougb
thora la a tain activity. The stocks ara net eut et keopiug with the deand,
and full pnies are obtainad wîth difficulty. Prime stock la net plentiful and
prices have au upiward teudancy. Ther3 lias beau ne falliug off lu the
whitewood damaud. Legs bava sold %volt, but comnmon aud goed lumber
bas gene ot tha best. Prices are ivaîl maintaiuod. Thora is a moderato
tradu in Aîîîorican oùk, and stucks ara Buijitunt Tho cali lm cbî'-fly for
lumben of godl figuru. î;uW id quîi--t, but prce- arnn 8teuly anti finît. lt-ili
w(Jed iS Very quiet amadi iuî. Vîmuro is a ldrgo stuck ef Amwurican hickory
loe un band, which ara ot slow eala.

Thore au bu ne botter preet of tha conmercial groatuesa et Hlifax~ then
the tact thct ini aur millet wvo have tha lange8t iiry gootta lius lu Canftia.
The firni ai Mesns Murdock8' Ntipliew9 ocoupy tho fivo etany building aýu
Iloilin Street, latoly ocoupind by iNos8a. Deul & Mihiar. Tha building is
eue et the litindsoinest lu tho City, aud liac a frontage on Hole of 100 foot,
extending 60 foet ivest ou Prince St. On enternug tha haudeome front
outrance et thîls spacieus edifico mva ftnd oursolves ou the ground faonr, in
whicli are otored tho immense stock et clotbs of overy description for toiler-
ing purpesm. lIaviug noted Ltme qudity anti designa et the varieu8 tabrics,
Nvo second a %vide and comumnodjous étaircase te the final floor aboya, where
tha flet stock et tanay goods lu Ltae Màaritime Provinces, ana ta ha seau.

s' second iloor la tlavotod te genorch etaphes aud dreits goode, stocked euough,
eue wvouid think, te supply tha ontiro Dorminion. Oaa notowonuhy toiture
ot thia daparnimt il tho excellent liglit afforded trami oaob aide, tho extensive
rootu heing axceptienally wxeil liglited. Contiuug aur explorations, wa ara
uslîared lute reoom aftr -oimn, over tloorng ivitia avay description of dry
goorls, hosiery, linons, dres. goods, ladies' woar, carpets, bouse furnish-ng
goeds, ate. An able and coumpoicut staff presido over tho various dopari-
muants, hîeadod hy Mr Boak aud Mr. Jonkins, and customens visitiug the
city wvill fiud evu.ry attention and the utniost courte8y shoivu thoin. A new
ulovator un the lateat impreved htydraulic pninciples i8 beiug added, and
visitoe will ho carried trom Ilit to flat %vithout tha siliglitest inconvonionce
te thorreelvesý Iu its coînpiateuess lu avery deparimeut, iL le safé o ita y
thora id net another estabishmeut ta compara with iL in the Dominion et
Canada.

In tae British Patiauout a gnievance waï; muade of the fact that thiee
tarthings le domaudad for a hait-penny pestal card.

Tho Euglialh Rharehiolic.ra mnmonial ta tho dinectors et the Canadian
Pacifie aud the Grand Truuk la atîractiug attention in the London Press.
'lho Trnied dpclarna that the prn.seut ivr nf rates heLweau tho tîva camp tmies
is riuoxis. 'lhp Slawdard urgea the formation et a powantul combinstiju
ta resist wanten buildîig il* compeLing lin-s. ',,ind stop the equally wsuton
fmglit for trnfil at ruinous rates. Tho Daily Netcï saya that a fviendly
trafflo unocmout abouid ha mado.

MNR. GLADSTONE ON THE FUTURE 0F THE ENGLISH-SPEAK-
ING RACES.

Mr. Gladstono bias found turne, amougat; bis many other labours, te write
an article lu au Amenicen ceutemporany upon IlTho Future et the Engish
Spoaktag races." The whoie quastion, lu tae opinion et the ex Premier, is
one et population. Mr. Gladstone argues *'-ou thia peint frein the pasi te
the preseut and frein the present te the future, sayiug that a cntury aga
these wbo spoka tha Euglish. lauguage wore loa tian 15,000,000, and that
îvitUin 100 yaare Llmoy have xnuitiplied saventold. Ho i8 thoretera portectly
ouvinced iu bis own mnd that about 1980 the wholo English-itpeaking
people vili, at the presant rate ot inecase, numbor 1,000,000,000. This
estimate, if accurate, will luave at tho and et the uext century speakers et
Engli8h far lu exceas et any othor nationality. Having satisfied himsolt upon
titis ail importat point, MN. Gladstoea at once goes ou te ceusidar sema
muiner inattors rolative and ceuueetod îvith the incroasa ot population. Ha
first et all say8 that tho very increasa et numnbers wili draw the Englisit in
speech sud in instincts together ; or, te put it in bis own words," Il ill aug-
meut their stock et common internas and feelings ; aud will reuder thein
a te each collec,'-,o ego, oach territory or country, lms egotistical, aud wili,
invoive sud consolidate thnougheut Lte mass a atrougar songe ot moral
eunale.

Mn Gladstone aubsequontiy doel tith the siibjeot which la et singular
inten'-st to peiiticiani ot mauy schools et theught iu ait parts et Lte Britisht
Empire. Wo, of course, noter te Irupeniai Fudoration. and tho ox-Pramnier
tsays, lu anaîvar ta tho quettion, WVitt the Dapendoucips continue :to ewn
the aupremnacy et tae Brixtisit Crowa -à that lin kuowva et ne roseau whtatovet
wviy the variou8 parts et the Empire sheuld net ho as cfoseiy conneatod lu
tho future as tbey ana et praseut. IL may ho as wi ta quato bis own
words :-« 1 hope Lhey may ; I kuov et ne roasoni why they tshonld net;
why 'hoeolastie relations xvhicb now bappiiy subsist sbould uat continua to
fiud room sud verge enougli for iucludiug and adjusting sucb naveitios as
may aie" Mn. Gladstone tunthar thinks that even if Lte iliken throad
whicm binda the Mother Countny sud ber Colonies se clesoly togethor is
brokan, aveu if the political Lies are sundored, stili tae graat Engliit-pakixg

e orlo will practically romain eue nation uudivided by cemmunity ef
laniguago, theoessentiil and goerning uniiy et races, togother ivith the
conscieus instincts et kimxdred prospects sud a common inhenitanco. We
Bon xnost stnikiDgly et lata how the Amanicaus aud &tite'British are gradnuy
drawving togother by nter.muarnicge, sud aveu tha untoward Sackville incident
show-. what a poworful influence Britisht opinion baa lu the United Statos.
Tho ex-Premnier Lhoroughly helioves in tita great future bofore a combine&
Englisli race ; bu t ha imprmses upon bis rendors that titis future is Ounily
dopiendeut, net se muait upan intoUectual sud matarial pragre, but upon
a social or moral, as it were, girding et the loins.

WYo concindo wiîh Mn. Giadetoue',s owu words xvith roferouco ta this
point, upon wvhich langeiy dapoude aveu tha question et population itsoîf :
Il Ienot, if the great future prophesiad is ta bo a trutliful forecast, wo
must ëch, :ta an mulividuil and Imponial unit, aliko reverouce thte great tra-
ditîtne et mnukmd. Wo mnuet ,,vou nouiow tho et5verity et tho4o traditions,
sud livo a bniteed andi wst.mful -aL a senties and siiiggi'h-it.i, uvery muan
duing bis duty day by ddy ln coin mon zt-al fur the natîon'a goud."
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