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THE CRITIC.

espocially tho hall of audionco and the banguoting roowms, and tho wooden
coilings, with squaro ponels decorated with paper and silk, on which
flowors and animals had beon boautifully worked, wero uniquo of their kind.
Costly as tho ostimato of tho building and its decorations was reported to bo
—over a million sterling—ono foit thunkful that the new ideas of progross
which rigidly put utility beforo beauty had not prevailed in this instanco,
and that a copy of Buckingham Palaco had not boen substituted for the old
Japanoso architocturo,— Lord Eustace Cecil, in the Nincteentl Century.

THE COBRA AND THE MOUSL. *

1 was visiting at a friend’s houso in Calcutto, and was on this ovening
gitting at dinner alone. Tho table had beon some time waiting for the host;
and I had at last received o note that ho was not coming howe, so I sat
down slono. I had finished dinner and was still lingering at tho table,
when a little mouse rap up on the top of a bowl with a sort of basket
work cover on it. I should not have thought that of itself very singular,
for tho “tribes on our frontior"” mado most unexpected incursions. But
whon he did got perched on the cover of the bowl, the little follow rose on
his hind logs, with his hands befure him, and began to entertain me with
tho fuvniest littlo mouse eong you can umsgine, * Chit-chit, cheop-cheop-
chit,” ho whistled, and kept it up bofore mo in 8 most unombarrassed and
solf-possogsed little way. I must have been o trv i audience, for | leaned
back in my chair and roared with lsughter. As . looked at tho hittle per-
former I gradually became aware of o shadow, a somothing strange gliding
out from bohind s dish towards the mouse. Sileptly and slowly it noared
the mouse, in another minuto a beady snake's eye ghittored io the lamphight.
My hand stolo softly for the carving kuife. The enake reared his head
level with the mouse. and the poor little fellow’s song. which had never
ceased, b-camo pivrcingly shrill, though he sat up rigidly erect and motion-
leess The head of tho snuke drew back a tittle to strike, out flished the
carving knife, The spell was broken instintly, for the mouse dropped aund
scampered. The snake was wounded, for thero were spots of blood on tho
tablecluth, and it was writhing about amung the dishes and plates. I could
not make a bold stroke at any part of it for fear of -breaking the crockery.
and whenever I made a dig with the point it was like pricking a garter. I
would not have believed, until X had seen it, how much of himself & snako
can stow away under the edge of a plate. At last I saw the ond of his tail
projecting out from under a dish. A snske held by the tail and swung
rapidly round cannot turn back sad bite. T grabbed the tail with my left
thumb and fioger, and drow him out until I judged the middle of his body
to be under the knifo; then I camo down and cut himn in two. Ho was a
cobra—a little one shuut two fuet long, but quite long enough to * gravel ”
a man,—J. F. Keans.
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INDUSTRIAL NOTES.

It is understood Mr. R. R. Dobell, of Quebee, is erganizing a compsny
with a capital ¢f about two illion dollars to lay a telegraph cable from
Blanc S«blon, at the Straits of Bello sle, to a point on the coaet of Scotlund
or Irelsand The Duminion Governwment will, it isanticipated, agreo to extend
the present telegraph hnu on the south shore of tho gulf from Miogan, the
present torminus to Blane Sablon, and hand the entire gulf and coast
tolegraph system ovar to tho new company as a subsidy.

Robt. Hopper's Last and Peg Fuctory, Truro, N. S., was started in 1878,
and the busiuess has buen incressing steadily year by year up to the present
yoar, which has been the best of all. In the coming summeor of next year
Mr, Hopper will erect a larger and more commodious factory.

Messrs. John Lowis & Son's Last and Pog Factory, Truro, N. S., has
lately been burnt out. Having started again, Messrs. Lowis find it almost
impaoss.ole to fill the orders they receive.

A. A, Acchibald, Carriage Maker and Builder, Truro, makes side-bar
buggies, both top aud open, chesply, afier the Americau pattern. Much of
his wourk, huwever, is designed by himself, aud ko showed our representative
two that took first prizes at tho Truro Exhibition.

The law compelling saw mill owners to prevent sawdust from entering
tho stroams is causing much comment among mill men in Nova Scotia. It
is statod thut as most of the mills in Nova Scotia ure direct action, there will
be waste in any atteapt to stop tho sawdust, and the offect must be to
curtail the business. A stoppsge of business has taken placo until an
understanding can bo arrived at in thv matter. The will ownors further
claim that while thoy are compelled to close down their saw mills, owing to
inability to prevent rofuse from falling into the rivers, the law is not
enforced with reference to lumbermon on the Ottawa, in Ontario, who carry
on in uttor defiance of tho enactments of tho Dominion Parliament.

¥rom London, Eng., a more quict trade in Walput is reported, although
thoro is a fair activity. Tho stocks are not out of keoping with the demand,
and full prices are obtained with difficulty. Primo stock is not plentiful and
prices have an upward tendency. Thers has been no falling off in the
whitewood domand. Logs have sold woll, but common and good lumber
has gone of tho best.  Prices aro well maintained. There is a moderato
trado in American onk, and stucks are sullicient  Tho call 18 chiefly for
lumber of good figure. Guw 1s quiet, but prices are steady and firm, Red-
wood is very quiet sud low.  Thero is a large stuck of Awerican Inckory
logs un band, which are of elow salo.

‘Thoro can bs no bolter proof of the commercial groatness of Halifax than
the fact that in our midst we havo the largest dey goods house in Canada.
Tho firm of Mesars. Murdocks' Nophows ocoupy the five story building on
Hollis Stroet, Intoly occupied by Mossrs. Doull & Millee. Tho buildiag is
one of tho handsomest in the city, and has a frontage on Hollis of 100 feet,
oxtending G0 foot wost on Princo St.  On ontering tho handsomo front
ontranco of this spacious odifico we find ourselves on tho ground floor, in
which aro stored the immonse stock of cloths of every description for tailor-
ing purposes. Haviug noted the quality and dosigos of tha various fabriss,
wo ascend s wido and commodious staircaso to the first floor above, whero
tho finest stock of fancy goods in the Maritime Provinces, are to bo soon.
T*  second floor is devoted to genoralstaples and dress goods, stocked enough,
ono would think, to supply tho entire Dominion. One noteworthy feituro
of this departmont is tho oxcollent light afforded from onch side, tho oxtensive
room boing oxceptionally well lighted. Continuing our explorations, wo are
ushored into room aftor room, over tlooring with ovory description of dry
goods, hosiery, lincns, dress goods, ladies’ wear, carpots, house furnishing
goods, ote.  An ablo and compotent stall' presido over tho various depart-
ments, hendod by Mr Boak and Mr. Jonkins, and customors visiting the
city will find every attention and the utmost courtesy shown thom. A new
olovator un tho latest improved hydraulic principles is being added, and
visitors will bo carried from flat to flat without tho slightest inconvenienco
to themselves  In its completeness in every departmont, it is safo to say
there is not anothor ostablishment to compare with it in the Dominion of
Canada,

Jn the British Parliament a grievance was wmade of the fact that thres
farthings is domanded for a balf-ponny postal card.

Tho English sharcholders’ memorial to the directors of the Canadian
Pacific aud the Grand Trunk is attracting attention in tho London press,
Tho Times declarna that tho prosent war of rates betweon the two compuics
is ruivous, The Slandard urges the formation of a poworful combination
to resist wanton bwlding of competing linws, jand stop the equally wanton
fight for traflic at ruinous rates, The Daily News says that a fuendly
traffic agroemont should bo made.
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MR. GLADSTONE ON THE FUTURE OF THE ENGLISH-SPEAK-
ING RACES.

Mr. Gladstone has found time, amongst his many other labours, to write
an article in an Amoerican contemporsry upon * The Future of the Eaglish
Speakiag races,” Tho whole question, in the opinion of the ex Premier, is
one of population. Mr. Gladstone argues -'rou this point from the past to
the present and from the present to the future, saying that a ceatury ago
these who spoke the Euglish language wore less than 15,000,000, and that
witkin 100 years they have multiplied sevenfold. He is therefore perfectly
convinced in his own mind that about 1980 the whole English-apeaking
poople will, at the present rate of increase, number 1,000,000,000. This
estimate, if accurate, will leave at the end of the next century speakers of
English far in excess of any other nationality. Haviog satisfied bimself upon
this all importrut point, Mr. Gladstone at once goes on to consider some
minor watters relative and connected with thoe incraase of population. He
first of all says that the very increase of numbers will draw the Eaglish in
speech and in instinets together ; or, to put it in his own words, * will aug.
ment their stock of common interests and feelings ; and will render them
a3 to each colleci've ego, cach territory or country, less egotistical, and will
iovolve and consolidate throughout the mass a stronger sonse of moral
oneness.”

Mr Gladstone subsoquontly deals with the sabject which is of singular
interest to politicians of many schools of thought in all parta of the British
Eupire, We, of course, refer to Imperial Federation. and tho ex-Pramier
says, in answer to the question, \WVill the Dsependenecies continue jto own
tho supremacy of the British Crow: 1 that he knows of no resson whatever
why the various parts of the Empire should not be as clusely connected in
the future as they are at present. It may be ss well to quote his own
words :—* [ hope they may ; I know of no reason why they shonld not;
why the olastic relatious which now happily subsist should not continue to
find room and verge coough for including and adjusting such novelties as
may ariso.” Mr, Gladstono furtber thinks that oven if tho silken thread
which binds the Moether Country and her Colonies so closely together is
broken, even if the political ties are sundered, still the great English-speaking
teople will practically romain one nation undivided by community of
lenguage, tho ossential and governing unity of races, togother with the
conscious instincts of kirdred prospects and & common inheritance. Wo
sco most strikingly of late how the Americans and tho}British sre gradually
drawing together by ‘nter-marriage, and even tho untoward Sackville incident
showa what a poworful iofluence British opinion hasin the United States,
The ex-Premier thoroughly belicves in the great future bofore a combined
English raco ; but he impresses upon his readers that this future is entirely
dependent, not so much upon intellectual and material progress, but upon
& gocial or moral, as it were, gitding of the loins.

Wo conclndo with Mr, Gladetone's own words with referonce to this
point, upon which largely deponds oven tho question of population itself:
In short, if tho great futurc prophesiod is to be a truthful forecast, we
must vach, 18 a0 1ndividusl and Imperial unic, alike roveronce tho groat trae
ditions of mankind. We must sven renow tho severity of those traditions,
aud live u braeed und watanful —unot a 1onnas and sluggish—hfs, svery man
dving his duty duy by day in comwon zeal fur the nation’s good.”




