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bad thought bitter thoughts aga it Harold. H-e at least, his oniy brother,
might have sent hitn sanie word oi comfort. No, neither ai thcm shouid
eyer be troubled witb him again, hie wouid begin life once more on some
sbeep farm in Westmorcland.

]But now in the moment of his deepest depresuion, when visiting the
Acllderny from the mere wish ai drowning bis feeling of solitude in the vortex
or&a crowd. lic accddently ovcrhcars words whicb, dropping like balai iiflo
bis soul, removed the thîck black cloud of bitterness and despair.

Now lie understood why his father had neyer written a word of recon-
ciliation. How could hie write when hie never knew to what quarter ai the
world hae had betaken hiniseli, since Davison, ta whom the Icuter had been
sent, had already leit the village?

Presently the silence of the vaices made poor Charles (ccl for a minute
il if the conversation he had heard was ail a dreani. Then turning soiLly
round, au if icaring ta awake, and longing, if only irn his sleep, ta sec once
more the dear figure of his father, hie stood up and iooked eagcrly about the
crowd.

Yes, there in a corner of the rocm, looking at somte picture, were the
famoiliar figures hie id known from chiidhood. Th* clergyman seemed ta
liste on the sanme iong-tailed coat and low feit hat, as when lie used ta
surprise him ass. boy in thert-tlof climbing the rnulbcrry trees. Tears came
into Charles' honest biuc eyes, as tlîey fell upan the taîl aristacratic faimn of
lais father ; those shouiders were surely more bent than iormerly, and the
band whicb heid the weii.remnembered gold-headed stick scemed mare nerve-
lets than it used ta be. There was no mistaking the aid iashioned cut of
bis iather's clothes, nor the look ai the black siik neckerchiel, over which he
could just see the ends of the white wbiskers, and Charles had now no doubt
but what they surrounded the refined but weather-bcaten face ai bis father.Fearing ta upset the aid gentleman by showing hiînseli before hie had
any idea ai bis return, the young ruan clbowed bis way and stood quietly
behind the vicar and the Squire.

IlThere,l' Mr. Newton was saying, Ilnov I cail that the best bit ai paint
ing in the Exhibition. That is what 1 cail life-iike. Wrouldn't yau think
vov that thst dogc in the picture was Harald's dog Pat?'

1 Weil ir is liko," returned the clergyman, "'but if the girl is flot taken
(rom rny daughter Patience, my naine is flot Hsrry Dacres! Now l'il just
look the tbing aut in the catalogue, and sec what important artist has dared
to put Mty child in bis picture."

A few minutes silence ensucd, thc Squire vas stili curiously scrutinizing
te dog in the picture, wben the vicar exclaimed sa excitedly, that the people
about him laaked up in surprise:

IBless my heart, New ton, and if the picture is flot Patience, and what's
mare it is painted by your boy Harold 1"

The aid Squire seemed struck dumb with amazement. His son paint a
picture which was hung on these London Academy waîls. Ah! no, it is
impossible! W ell, if sol it vas ail up with lte farming and hie wouid bie left

Then Charles saw te look of surprieed gratification on te face of his
Uher give way ta an expression of feebiencas, as taking the vicar's arm, hie

IYes, yes, 1 feel that both my boys are lost ta me. Harold will now
stick ta bis paintinig, and I don't suppose I shail ever sec Charles again. As
for me and the farming, I fear we must both die out together.

Deepiy moved, the young min followed thc aid gentleman ta the liotel.
There, managing ta have a private interview with the clergyman, he scon
introduced himseif ta bis aid friend, and the vicar reveaied the good ncws
Io the Squire. 0 a*

Nearly worm out with excitement and fatigue, lfr. Newton could hardly
believe in the joy of itis san's return.

Reconciliation was aniy too easy nov, and vith grateful heants and in
perfect peace, the fat.ber and son returned ta Hersdon.

The Squire flot forgetting ta provide himseif witb a catalogue of the
Academy, in which he iovingly turned down a particular p:tge. Armed witit
thts, and falavwed by Charles, the old ge '-man muade bis way up the drive
leading ta bis hanse.

The dining-roamn biind vas not drawn down, s0 the Squire cauid sec
Harold sitting befare the dying embers ai the fine laoking, in the coid gncy
spring twiiight, the picture ai depression and despair.

Waiuing dinner fan bis father, hie was trying ta face out his disappoint.
ment at flot having heard from te Acadcmy. By an oversigbt the young
man had received na Ilvarnisbing ticket," and bie riad therelone conCluded
that the pictre bad been rejected.

lus father'a entrance nov caused hlm tca turn round, and lia iooked
curiously ait the tall dark stranger vhom tîct faint iight prcventrd hi.%
recognizing.

Soon cuniasity vas changed. inta jay, for thc Squiie approcbing bim, laid
iu band tenderly on bis shoulder, and said in a voice tender with ernotion :

lSe Harold, he hms corne back, corne back Io 2ne and <licfarrnzing, anîd
<rfrjtllilg is al riglt andi eaplainedl"

A beatty band shake and a cordial '<vell, aid boy 1" tcstified the pleasure
of te brothers ai meeting.

Then thc Squire cailed eageniy ta ]3ridget ta bring iigbts. Thc aid
iahioned car>diesticks vert piattd oni the table, the father put on bis gold cye-
glassest, opencd te catalogue ai te turned down Mae, and read in a
lfl1iuphant voîcc.'-

"PFatience, Ilarold ..'cloyO~
Hlarold stood transfixed vitb delight. The aid gentleman loaked at him,

is leen blue eyes kindlcd viîh hurnorous kindness, and iben said :
"Ves my boy, itis quite truc. Wc shail have a gricat artist in the family

Mt and Charles and 1 muust @ece if you cannai win-ATIENCE 1"
Irak END.
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